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SARA’S GARDEN

With Much Admiration...
This year marked the passing of one of horticulture’s beloved rose
hybridizers, David Austin.
“Every day I marvel at my fortune to have been able to make a
life out of breeding roses. My greatest satisfaction is to see the
pleasure my roses give to gardeners and rose lovers worldwide.”
A gift received at the age of 21, a book on roses, was the spark for
Austin’s wonderful legacy. He soon began growing roses and while
impressed, he thought they lacked the beauty, fragrance and charm of
the old roses. In 1961, at age 35, he created what he considered his first
viable rose, ‘Constance’. It would take another twenty years to make
people really take notice. In 1983 Mr. Austin took three of his roses to
the annual Chelsea Flower Show in London. Among those roses was
his now famous ‘Graham Thomas Rose’, which is one of our utmost
favorites and is named after another endearing legend of horticulture.
In celebration of his contributions to one of the most loved and endeared
flowers in the world, we encourage you to remember David Austin. Hold
steadfast to your ambitions no matter the number of disappointments...
think of his hours turned to years of dedication, optimism, patience and
perseverance, all qualities that gardening often requires but are often not
realized. Plant a David Austin rose this spring and look deeper into what
it took to make that one lovely flower.
David Austin, Senior, passed in December at 92.

Stone Wall Follies
Year 11 of the follies could be just that, a folly. WE NEED YOU to decide
if your’re ready and willing to take a chance on our new teacher, a bit
younger stone scholar but a scholar none the less, and with a love, drive
and sense of humor towards stone work that is infectious! Jon Scott is
ready to assume the mantle of the Follies and we are hoping to gain your
support. Dates are being settled as you read this...fall 2019!

For details on the Stone Wall Follies, Garden Event Rentals
or any other garden-related topic,
call the nursery at 585-637-4745
or email us at kkepler@rochester.rr.com.

40+ Year Mission!
It is our greatest desire to provide our customers
with top quality, well-grown plant material at a
fair and honest price. We will strive to provide
an unmatched selection of old favorites and
underused, hard-to-ﬁnd items, along with the
newest varieties on the market. We will eagerly
share our horticultural knowledge gained from
years of education and experience. Lastly, we offer
all this in a spirit of fun and lightheartedness.

Sara’s Garden Center | 389 East Ave. | Brockport 14420 | 585-637-4745

FRESH LOCAL FARM SOD

CONTACT YOUR
SOD & SEED
SPECIALISTS:

6660 Goodrich Road
Clarence Center, NY 14032

716-741-2880
800-562-2887
lakesidesod.com
ordersodnow.com
turf@lakesidesod.com

WE MAKE IT EASY TO LOVE YOUR YARD.
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PALMITER’S
GARDEN NURSERY

F lower City Days
at the Market

Growing great gardens in the
Genesee Valley for over 40 years!

With an impressive selection of flower and
vegetable plants, cut flowers and garden
decorations to choose from, get everything
you need for your home and garden at the
City of Rochester Public Market!

Peonies —Tree, Herbaceous and Intersectional

8 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Cacti and Succulents
Specimen Jade Trees

s

Hosta, Helleborus, Perennials

s

Sundays, May 12, 19, 26
June 2 & 9

s

Memorial Day Weekend

Decorative Garden Pottery
including Burley, Made in USA

Fri., May 24; Sun., May 26
& Mon., May 27

s

City of Rochester Public Market
280 N. Union St.

Tufa Rock, Dwarf Conifers, Unusual Trees

The Market is a great place to buy and sell!
Vendors welcome, call (585) 428-6907 to
inquire about vending stall rentals.

Huge variety of Heirloom Tomatoes,
and Sweet and Hot Peppers

s

SPRING HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-6:00pm
Sunday 12:00pm-6:00pm

cityofrochester.gov/flowercitydays

Phone: (585) 226-3073 s 2675 Geneseo Road, Rt. 39
Avon, New York 14414

palmitersgardennursery.com

s

s

— IT’S A GOOD THING YOU’VE FOUND US. —
West/Southern Tier… call Chuck 585.261.6370
East/Central NYS…

call Katie 585.356.0972
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Ear to the Ground
Happy spring!
This issue's theme is lilacs,
and we have all kinds of lilac
fun inside, plus a feature on
bioswales and rain gardens,
our ever-popular almanac and
calendar listings, and lots more.
I really think you will enjoy it!
My Close Friend and
Personal Confidant Ted “Doc
Lilac” Collins has been gone
from us a little more than a year now. I think of him every day,
maybe because of the sticky note on my computer screen that
says “Call Ted.” I put it there a week or so before he died, but
I never did make that call. I just haven't had the heart to take
it down.
Lately, though, it's been falling off on its own. I stick it
back up and then think, should I tape it? Should I super glue
it? Should I put it in the recycling? If I throw it away, will I
forget him?
Of course not.
Probably the best way to remember Ted is to get out there
and smell the lilacs—maybe even plant a few!
Thanks, as always for reading—
Jane Milliman, Publisher

Lockwood’s Garden Center
4484 Clark Street
Hamburg, NY 14075
716-649-4684
WeKnowPlants.com

Growing Plants of Distinction in Hamburg, NY since 1914
Unique Specialty Annuals
•
Perennials, Shrubs,
Trees, Native Plants
•
Houseplants
•
Herbs
•
Garden Gifts & Decor
•
Organic & Earth
Friendly Products
•
Educational Classes &
Hands-on Workshops

Courtesy of Pro
ven

Winners - ww
w.provenwinn
ers.co

m
Beautiful Hanging Bas
kets
and Container Combina
tions

Perennials • Roses • Groundcovers • Vines • Houseplants • Pottery
Fountains • Garden Art • Specialty Foods • Gift Baskets • Gift Cards
Annuals • Geraniums • Specialty & Combo Pots
Home Grown Fruits and Vegetables In Season

Look for the
Red Barn!

4415 Southwestern Blvd. Between South Park & McKinley
Hamburg, NY 14075 • www.zittels.com (716) 649-3010

Spring Into Mowing Season
HURRY IN NOW—HRR SERIES INSTANT CUSTOMER SAVINGS AND EXTENDED WARRANTY GOOD 4/18-7/17 ONLY!
*
Receive Instant Savings
Of UP TO $30 On Select New Honda HRR Series Lawn Mowers, April 18-July 17, 2019.

SPECIAL PRICE $399

SPECIAL PRICE $499

**

20
379

INSTANT $
SAVINGS

*
†

SALE PRICE $

30
469

INSTANT $
SAVINGS

*
†

SALE PRICE $

HRR216VKA

HRR216VYA

• Variable speed Smart Drive
• 3-in-1 with Clip Director®–
mulch, bag, and discharge
• Reliable Honda GCV160 engine
with Auto Choke System
• Twin Blade MicroCut® System

• Roto-Stop® blade stop system
• Variable speed Smart Drive
• 3-in-1 with Clip Director®–
mulch, bag, and discharge
• Reliable Honda GCV160 engine
with Auto Choke System
• Twin Blade MicroCut® System

MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE $699

YOUR $
PRICE

**

599

HRX217VKA
**

†

• Self-propelled, variable
speed Select Drive®
• Easy-starting, powerful
Honda GCV200 engine
• 4-in-1 Versamow System
with Clip Director®– mulch,
bag, discharge, and leaf shred
• MicroCut® Twin Blades
• Worry-free lifetime limited
warranty NeXite® deck‡

MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE $829

YOUR $
PRICE

729

HRX217HYA
**

†

• Self-propelled,
hydrostatic Cruise Control
• Roto-Stop® blade stop system
• Easy-starting, powerful
Honda GCV200 engine
• 4-in-1 Versamow System
with Clip Director®– mulch,
bag, discharge, and leaf shred
• MicroCut® Twin Blades
• Worry-free lifetime limited
warranty NeXite® deck‡

3918 Lyell Rd. Just West of Elmgrove
www.brodner.com
247-5218
*An Instant Customer Rebate ($20/$30) will be available at participating Honda Lawn Mower Dealers upon retail of qualifying new HRR models (HRR216K9PKA, HRR216K10PKA, HRR216K11PKA, HRR216K9VKA, HRR216K10VKA, HRR216K11VKA, HRR216K9VLA,
HRR216K10VLA, HRR216K11VLA, HRR216K9VYA, HRR216K10VYA, or HRR216K11VYA) purchased April 18th through July 17th, 2019. **Minimum Advertised Price. †Offer good on any new Honda HRS, HRR, and HRX Series lawn mower purchased April 18th through
July 17th, 2019. Register your new mower within 30 days after purchase and receive an additional one year to the Honda 3-Year Warranty for HRS and HRR Series or Honda 5-Year Warranty on the HRX Series. Go to powerequipment.honda.com to see warranty details and
register your Honda mower. ‡Lifetime Deck Warranty applies to any new, residential-use HRX Series mower. Deck warranty is valid for the original purchaser only. For additional warranty details, see your local Honda Power Equipment Dealer or visit powerequipment.honda. Please
read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment. © 2019 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

Join the Upstate Gardeners’ Journal on our annual Buffalo

Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip
A wonderful spring tradition—inspiring gardens—shopping at great nurseries
unusual plants—gorgeous scenery—a delicious Herbal Lunch

Saturday, June 1, 2019

Highlights of our itinerary on this day-long luxury motorcoach tour include:
Delicious Herbal Lunch and shopping at Bakers’ Acres—they have an incredible, vast array of perennial
Dickman Farms featuring flowering hanging baskets and blooming container gardens
Cayuga Landscape, a large garden center with a wide selection of plants and garden art
Wine tasting ... and a special surprise from Crafty Cathy!
Buffalo, Batavia, and Victor pick-up locations, departure and return times to be determined

ONLY $82/person. Sign up today!
To register, go to UpstateGardenersJournal.com or complete and return the form below.
Call 716/432-8688 or 585/591-2860 for more information or to pay by credit card.

Name(s) in party:_______________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________ Email: _______________________________________
# of tickets ____ x $82 = _________ (Enclose check made payable to Upstate Gardeners’ Journal)
Please mail check and form to:
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal, 390 Hillside Avenue, Rochester, NY 14610)
Note: We cannot accept money orders. We apologize for any inconvenience.

Almanac

What to Do in the
Garden in May & June

ABOVE: Here come
the seedlings
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“So much to do, so little
time” could be the mantra
for this time of the year. How
lucky gardeners are whose work
is such a joy!
When buying plants, choose
compact, healthy specimens
with unopened buds, or plan
to remove the flowers before
planting so energy goes into
establishing good roots. Check
for chewing and puncture
wounds on both sides of leaves.
And yes... read the plant tags.
Place plants in the soil at the proper depth. Keep in mind “right
plant, right place” to avoid disappointment later. Be sure to
spider (spread) out the roots. And don’t forget to try at least
one new plant! Consider a native to help pollinators and birds.
Grew plants from seed? Be sure to harden them off and to
place collars around them so cut worms don’t make you cry
after all your work. Direct-sowing seeds into the garden soil? Be
sure to thin the seedlings to prevent crowding and competition
for light, water, and food.
Still have foliage from spring bulbs? Leave it so the leaves
can re-nourish the bulbs for next year. Your annuals and
perennials planted nearby will soon hide them. Want to divide
or move your spring bulbs? Do it after the foliage dies.
In early May to early June you can cut back perennials such
as phlox, bee balm, sedum, asters, and goldenrod by one-third
to one-half. (This is called the “Chelsea Chop,” named after
the flower show that takes place at this time in London.) The
plants will flower later and be more compact. You might try
only cutting back some of them so there are blooms over a
longer period of time. While you are pruning you can cut back
spring flowering perennials such as pulmonaria, brunnera,
and perennial geraniums after they bloom. They will reward
you with fresh leaves and sometimes more flowers. And while
you are pruning cut back to the ground one-third of the oldest
stems of weigela, forsythias, and spiraea. Then remove the
wilted seed heads from azaleas and rhododendrons so energy
goes to the foliage rather than to the making of seeds.
While you are at it, place stakes next to taller flowering
plants or put other supports over them so they can grow up
through them without damage to foliage and flowers later in
the season. Rethink at least one of your gardens. Begin to make
changes now.
Check the Cornell Recommended Vegetable list for suggested
and disease resistant varieties of vegetables and fruits. When
the soil is warm, about 50 degrees Fahrenheit (soil, not air!),

you will be able to plant tomatoes, eggplant, and peppers (all
relatives, by the way) as well as cole crops, beans, and root
crops. If May was too warm you can try reseeding spinach. Be
sure to try Swiss chard both for its edibility and its beauty. This
is also a good time to plant dahlias, gladiolas, lilies, begonias,
and cannas.
Continue to cut or snap off your asparagus spears at ground
level. Remove rhubarb flower stalks so the plant energy doesn’t
go to the seeds. Pull each edible stalk from the base and twist
to harvest, but don’t harvest more than half of the stalks.
Need to move a tree or shrub? Evaluate the new site to make
sure it will have the best growing conditions for success: the
right light, soil pH, and exposure. Ideally you will have pruned
the roots several months ago to encourage the tree or shrub
to produce some new feeder roots. Make sure the root ball is
not dry and is covered during the move. Prepare the new hole
in advance of the move. (See Cornell University Information
Bulletin 24 for more information.) Keep newly planted trees,
shrubs, vegetables, perennials, and flowers well watered (about
one inch per week). This is also a good time to make softwood
cuttings, before plant tissue hardens.
Put diatomaceous earth at the base of your hostas. Since
slugs can climb up the leaves from the ground you may consider
pruning back hosta leaves that arch to touch the ground.
Still have a lawn? Mow lawn at least three inches high. This
encourages deeper, healthier root growth. Leave grass clippings
on the lawn to return nutrients to the soil. You can skip a
spring lawn feeding if desired as the late autumn feeding is
far more important. A top dressing of compost is an excellent
and natural fertilizer. For optimal pre-emergent crabgrass
control, do not apply until soil is close to 60 degrees. Crabgrass
doesn’t germinate until the soil temperature two inches deep is
between 60 and 64 degrees. Applying when the ground is too
cold is a waste of money and chemicals.
Don’t let your vegetable and garden waste go to waste! If you
are not composting this is a good time to start. Consider worm
composting for indoors or begin composting outdoors. When it
is finished you will be thrilled when adding your compost to all
of your garden beds as well as a quarter inch to your lawn.
Thin out excess immature fruit from your fruit trees to
ensure fruit of a reasonable size and to keep the trees strong.
Then gradually move your houseplants outdoors when night
temperatures are above 50 degrees.
Whew! If you do all this, you will have an incredible garden.
—Carol Ann Harlos and Lyn Chimera,
Master Gardeners, Erie County

E A S T M A N E N T E R TA I N S

AT T H E M O V I E S
ON VIEW MAY 7–26
Creatively styled tablescapes and floral
arrangements inspired by popular motion pictures
displayed throughout the mansion of entrepreneur
and philanthropist George Eastman
Plus, select films on screen at the Dryden Theatre!

Organized by the Eastman Museum Council
and the Eastman Museum Landscape Committee.

900 East Avenue, Rochester, NY
eastman.org
Singin’ in the Rain, a 2018 tablescape

Top Quality Plants
Grown in Our Greenhouses!

.

Custom Planted Containers Giant Selection of Hanging Baskets
NEW and Hard-to-Find Annuals & Perennials
www.mischlersflorist.com

Full-service Florist
Delivery Available
716.632.1290

118 South Forest Road (between Main and Wehrle)
Williamsville, NY 14221

Friendly, Knowledgable Staff

Mini Garden
Festival
.
.
Workshops Storytime Children’s Activities

Saturday, June 22 and Sunday, June 23
Visit our website for details

Garden Design

MINI-GLOSSARY OF ESSENTIAL TERMS

Stormwater is the excess water from
rain events and melting snow that
doesn’t immediately infiltrate soil, but
rather flows across the soil surface.
Stormwater infrastructure is costly to
municipalities, and haphazard stormwater
runoff is harmful to ecosystems because
of streambank erosion, excessive
sedimentation, bacterial and fertilizer
contamination of waterways, and more.

Bioswales are strategically located
trenches in the earth that are lined with
porous materials and plants in order to
slow stormwater runoff so that it can
infiltrate and be cleaned by the soil.
Bioswales and rain gardens are both
constructed to slow water movement, but
bioswales are designed to handle a specific
amount of runoff from a large impervious
surface, such as a roadway or parking lot.
Plants in bioswales assist with stormwater
infiltration and provide ecosystem services
like wildlife habitat creation and urban heat
island cooling.
Rain gardens tend to be smaller than
bioswales and are more commonly used for
residential stormwater management. As
defined by the Cornell Urban Horticulture
Institute, rain gardens are “constructed
vegetated depressions used to temporarily
retain stormwater runoff from impervious
surfaces during storm events typically of
one inch or less. Using plants and distinct
engineered substrates, pollutants are
filtered and water infiltrates into the soil
over a period of one to 2 days.”

Bioswales and Rain Gardens:

Quiet Servants of the Watershed
ABOVE:
Two good plants
for the “high and
dry” part of the rain
garden or bioswale:
goldenrod (Solidago ‘Fireworks’)
and narrowleaf
ironweed (Vernonia
lettermannii ‘Iron
Butterfly’). Photo by
Michelle Sutton
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by Michelle Sutton
SMALL-SCALE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

Jeanine “J” Fyfe is an education and design specialist
at Rochester-based Broccolo Tree and Lawn Care. “Rain
gardens are like all stormwater management systems,” she
says. “Because they help keep our watersheds healthy, rain
gardens benefit everyone.”
“Patience is needed for rain gardens, because the plants
take time to establish,” Fyfe says. “While conventional
drainage systems are about diverting water—and can
sometimes divert water right over to the neighbor’s,

creating more problems—rain gardens are about keeping
water in place and allowing it to recharge the groundwater.”
Fyfe explains how the rain garden system has to be set
up properly and given time to flourish. For instance, natural
fiber logs, like those filled with coir (coconut fiber) can be
used to hold earth in place until plant roots are established.
Shoreline and slope erosion can be controlled with natural
fiber logs along with appropriate plants that hold the soil
and help filter rainwater runoff.
As she does with all types of gardens, Fyfe looks at the

Section name here

rain garden through an ecosystem lens. Rain gardens are
an opportunity to create habitat, attracting insects whose
presence attracts frogs and birds. “A barren, wet area is just
an invitation for mosquitos to breed, so plants are a must to
house the creatures that will keep the 'bad bugs' in check,”
Fyfe says. She prefers the use of native plants wherever
possible, primarily because she regards them as the best
food sources for local pollinators. She also steers clients
clear of unwanted aggressive or potentially invasive plants.
The first question Fyfe asks clients is, “In addition to
stormwater management and beauty, what purpose(s) do
you want your rain garden to fulfill?” This could include
erosion control, privacy screening, and/or maximum
wildlife appeal. Then she delves into site assessment: Is the
site wet all the time, or just in spring? How dry does it get
in summer? How much light does it get and during which
parts of the day? What is the existing soil like, and how
fast does infiltration currently occur? What other specific
challenges exist?
This assessment guides the selection of the appropriate
soil amendments and plants to match the site. Starting
with trees like maples (Acer spp.), willows (Salix spp.), and
some oaks (Quercus spp.) that prefer moist areas, Fyfe’s
selection trickles down to shrubs such as chokeberry
(Aronia spp.), dogwoods (Cornus spp.), sumac (Rhus spp.)
and summersweet (Clethra spp.), followed by perennials
and ground covers like ferns, spiderwort (Tradescantia
spp.), and lobelia (Lobelia spp.). “Grasses like tussock sedge

(Carex stricta) look great massed together and can cover
lots of territory, linking areas together to provide a natural,
meadow-like appearance,” she says.
•••
One major plant selection consideration for rain gardens
and bioswales is the differing microclimate in the bottom
vs. the top of the system. Designers usually think in terms
of the “low and moist” vs. the “high and dry” parts of the
rain garden or bioswale. However, depending on the site,
the whole rain garden might become quite dry in summer,
which means that the plants chosen would have to tolerate
both wet and dry conditions.
If your rain garden will cover a larger area, consider
incorporating woody plants. The Cornell Woody Shrubs
for Stormwater Retention publication is a superb resource.
As explained within: “While a wide variety of herbaceous
plants such as soft rush (Juncus effusus), swamp milkweed
(Asclepias incarnata), and Joe-pye weed (Eutrochium spp.,
formerly Eupatorium spp.) are often successfully used in
these spaces, they can present maintenance issues because
of the need to annually cut back dead foliage and stems.
Utilizing woody plants decreases the need for additional
seasonal maintenance while successfully adding aesthetic
and functional vegetation to stormwater retention
practices.” The publication includes dozens of researchtested suggestions for woody shrubs that can tolerate both
wet and dry conditions.

ABOVE:
Plants on the upper
slope or edge of
rain gardens and
bioswales must be
drought tolerant.
Photo by Michelle
Sutton
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TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL RAIN GARDEN

••The slope of the land will determine the needed depth
of the garden (see savetherain.us for the calculation).

••A two- to three-inch covering of well-aged shredded
hardwood mulch helps with weed control and drainage
and can give a more attractive look to the garden.
Pine bark nuggets and other wood chips are not
recommended because they will wash out more readily.

••For the first few years of the rain garden, weed
management is crucial until the desired plants are
established and can shade out competitors.

••At maturity, properly selected plants in the rain
garden shouldn’t require supplemental water.
However, mature plants may look better if watered
during a drought.

••Snow can be “stored” in the rain garden so long as
any woody vegetation isn’t overloaded to the point of
breaking branches.

••If the rain garden is near paved surfaces that get
treated with deicing salt in winter, select salt-tolerant
plants.
KEY UPSTATE RESOURCES

Save the Rain
savetherain.us
H2O Hero Water Education Collaborative
H2Ohero.org
Rochester Museum and Science
Center-Green Infrastructure
rmsc.org
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TOP:
A glimpse into the
luxuriant center of
the Cornell Botanic
Gardens Bioswale
in fall, 2018. Photo
by Michelle Sutton

BOTTOM:
The Cornell Botanic
Gardens Bioswale
in late summer,
2012. Photo by
Chris Kitchen
Photography and
Design (ckpad.co)

OPPOSITE PAGE
TOP:
The Cornell Botanic
Gardens Bioswale
in fall, 2012. Photo
by Chris Kitchen
Photography and
Design (ckpad.co)

MIDDLE:
Interpretative
signage for the
bioswale. Photo by
Michelle Sutton

THE ULTIMATE BIOSWALE

Completed in 2010, the bioswale at Cornell Botanic
Gardens is, like all things at this central New York public
garden, horticulture at its highest level. The stunning
bioswale was designed and engineered to slow and filter
runoff from the adjacent Nevin Welcome Center parking
lot. The plants in the bioswale are bound to be of interest to
homeowners as they design their rain gardens.

BOTTOM:
Designer rendering
of the bioswale.

••Plants in the Cornell Botanic Gardens bioswale were
chosen for strong root systems and the ability to
withstand both wet and dry conditions.

••Most of the plants in the bioswale are native to the
central New York region. Seven cultivars of native
switchgrass (Panicum virgatum) are used, and about 68
different flowering perennials add color, pollinator value,
and wildlife habitat. These perennials include showy
goldenrods like Solidago ‘Fireworks’, narrowleaf ironweed
(Vernonia lettermannii ‘Iron Butterfly’), and various
cultivars of sneezeweed (Helenium spp.), coneflowers
(Echinacea spp.), and false indigo (Baptisia spp.).

••The bioswale mitigates stormwater runoff to nearby

stormwater flow rates by 81% and reducing runoff by
31% (78,000 gallons annually).

••As water infiltrates through the bioswale, sediment and
pollutants are filtered out. Soil and root microorganisms
help break down harmful bacteria and trap heavy metals
along with excessive nitrogen and phosphorus. The
bioswale has been shown to remove 80% of the average
annual total suspended solids (dry weight of suspended
particles).

Beebe Lake, protecting the lake from storm surges and
erosion.

••To increase the rate of infiltration, the bioswale soil is
a one-to-one-to-one ratio mix of coarse sand, screened
loam, and Cornell compost.

••In a 2015 study, Cornell researchers Palmer and
Powell found that the bioswale was reducing peak

Michelle Sutton (michellejudysutton.com) is a
horticulturist, writer, and editor living in New Paltz.

Special thank you to
Ithaca-based Chris
Kitchen for use of
his Cornell Botanic
Gardens Bioswale
photos. Contact info:

Chris Kitchen
Photography
and Design
facebook.com/ckpad
ckpad.co
(607) 280-9573
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Just 2 1/2 Miles East of Rte 400

585-424-4476
broccolotreeandlawn.com

11753 East Main St.
East Aurora, NY
(716) 652-8969

We’re the place to go
for unusual and
hard-to-find items.

Environmental Solutions:

LAWN CARE
MOSQUITO CONTROL
PRUNING AND MULCHING

DESIGN/BUILD INCLUDING:
PATIOS, WALKWAYS,
RAIN GARDENS, MEADOWS
& WATER FEATURES

The Broccolo Garden Center:
2755 Penﬁeld Road, Fairport, NY 14550

Best selection of
landscape art

Native plants and
specimen trees

Dwarf conifers

Exotic rockery

Fruits and edibles

Specializes in native plants with ever changing display gardens.
FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ONLY* Limit one per household. EXP: 9/30/19

$10 off your next
purchase of $25
in the Broccolo Garden Center

H.A.Treichler
& Sons

Landscape design
and build services...

Let us help you plan your dream.
Check us out on Facebook.

Come out to the heart of
Gardenville!

“We Grow Our Own”

A Family Tradition Since 1854
10” Hanging Baskets—Thousands to choose from
Annuals & Perennials—Gallons and 4½” Pots
Geraniums
Over 25 Varieties of Proven Winners
Vegetable Plants for Home Gardeners
Seeds • Certified Seed Potatoes

Gift Certiﬁcates Available
Don’t forget our
Senior Discount
every Wednesday!
Military Discounts Daily
Open through October 31, 2018
Monday - Saturday 8 am - 8 pm
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

2687 Saunders Settlement Rd. (Rte. 31), Sanborn

716/731-9390

Find out why “our business is growing”
...We’re in bloom this spring!

www.bengertgreenhouses.com

230 French Road
West Seneca, NY 14224
716/823-6114

Master Gardener
Rochester Events

Y

De s t i n a t i o n

G C

Plant Sale at the Rochester Lilac Fest - May 10-19
1,000s of plants for sale at the tent across
the park on Highland Ave. 10:00am - 8:00pm daily

Market in the Park - May 25

Shop local vendors at Highland Park’s Warner Castle
One day event 8:00am - 1:00pm

Master Gardener Garage Sale - June 9
Monroe CCE, 2449 St. Paul Blvd. Rochester
Find used tools and garden/yard items
One day event 9:00am - 1:00pm
www.monroe.cce.cornell.edu
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator
recognized for valuating AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and
Individuals with Disabilities.

136 North Ave., Rochester, NY 14626 • (585) 225-7770 • vanputte.com

All Tours Hosted By:

Sally Cunningham
Garden Expert/CNLP

• Gardens & Creativity of Buffalo
JULY 11, 2019

A sampler from the book Buffalo Style Gardens written by Sally Cunningham & Jim Charlier

• Gardens of Buffalo Southtowns
JULY 16, 2019

Visit the famous Sumg Creek Garden, Marcia Sully’s
Hidden Gardens, shopping at Lasting Dreams Daylilies
and more.

• Gardens of Eden & Lakeshore
JULY 23, 2019

Tour many gardens from Hamburg off to the rolling hills
of Eden and the shores of Lake Erie.

• Iconic Christmas Markets
NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 6, 2019

Flowers*Art*Food*Garden Ideas

Free Admission!

EnchantedMountains.com

June 1st
10am - 4pm
188 W. Main St.
Allegany, NY
AlleganyGardenClub.com

AmaWaterways - Europe River Cruise
Cruise from Budapest, Hungary to Nuremberg, Germany
enjoying all the holiday markets along the way.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VISIT: www.greatgardentravel.com
CALL: 800.242.4244
®

398-19

Calendar
BUFFALO
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of WNY meets
the third Tuesday of the month, March—December,
at 7pm, Greenfield Health & Rehab Facility, 5949
Broadway, Lancaster. judyoneil1945@gmail.com.
Alden Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month (except July & August) at 7pm, Alden
Community Center, West Main Street, Alden. New
members and guests welcome. Plant sale each May.
716/937-7924.
Amana Garden Club meets the second Wednesday
of the month (except January) at Ebenezer United
Church of Christ, 630 Main Street, West Seneca.
Visitors welcome. 716/844-8543; singtoo@aol.com.
Amherst Garden Club meets the fourth Wednesday of
the month (except December, March, July & August)
at 10am, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Main Street,
Williamsville. New members and guests welcome.
716/836-5397.
Bowmansville Garden Club meets the first Monday of
the month (except June, July, August & December)
at 7pm, Bowmansville Fire Hall, 36 Main Street,
Bowmansville. New members and guests welcome.
For more information 716/361-8325.
Buffalo Area Daylily Society. East Aurora Senior Center,
101 King Street, East Aurora. Friendly group who
get together to enjoy daylilies. Plant Sales, May &
August. Open Gardens, June–August. August 24:
Hosta, Daylily & Iris Sale, see Calendar (below). 716/
698-3454; Facebook.
Buffalo Bonsai Society meets the third Wednesday of
the month at 7pm, Buffalo Botanical Gardens, 2655
South Park Ave., Buffalo. May 22: Club Auction.
June 1–2: Bonsai Show, see Calendar (below).
June 5: Jennifer Price. July 17: Bob Blankfield.
buffalobonsaisociety.com.

July & August. June 7: Plant Sale, see Calendar
(below). All are welcome. 716/685-4881.
Niagara Frontier Koi and Pond Club meets the second
Friday of the month at 7pm, Zion United Church, 15
Koening Circle, Tonawanda.
Niagara Frontier Orchid Society (NFOS) meets the first
Tuesday following the first Sunday (dates sometimes
vary due to holidays, etc.), September–June,
Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo.
niagarafrontierorchids.org.
Orchard Park Garden Club meets the first Thursday
of the month at 12pm, Orchard Park Presbyterian
Church, 4369 South Buffalo Street, Orchard Park.
Contact: Sandra Patrick, 716/662-2608.
Silver Creek-Hanover Garden Club meets the second
Saturday of the month at 2pm, First Baptist Church,
32 Main Street, Silver Creek. Sue Duecker, 716/9347608; duke.sue@roadrunner.com.
South Town Gardeners meets the second Friday of the
month (except January) at 9:30am, West Seneca. New
members welcome.
Town and Country Garden Club of LeRoy meets the
second Wednesday of the month (except February)
at 6:30pm, First Presbyterian Church, 7 Clay Street,
LeRoy. New members and guests are welcome.
585/768-2712; ritawallace005@gmail.com; Facebook.

Ken-Sheriton Garden Club meets the second Tuesday
of the month (except January) at 7pm, St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church, 576 Delaware Road, Kenmore.
Monthly programs, artistic design and horticulture
displays. New members and guests welcome.
716/833-8799; dstierheim@gmail.com.
Lancaster Garden Club meets the second Wednesday
of the month at 7pm, St. John’s Lutheran Hall, 55
Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster. No meetings January,
18 | MAY-JUNE 2019

LOCK: Lockwood’s Greenhouses, 4484 Clark
Street, Hamburg, NY 14075. 716/649-4684;
weknowplants.com.
REIN: Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93
Honorine Drive, Depew, NY 14043. 716/6835959; dec.ny.gov.

F- Ongoing through May 20: Fairy and Gnome
Festival, 10am–4:30pm. Fairy-themed crafts &
activities, magic shows, balloon animals, music,
scavenger hunt and more. Included with admission.
BECBG

May 15: Senior Stroll, 10am. Leisurely guided walk
through the woods. Adults only. Free. Registration
required. REIN

Western New York Hosta Society. East Aurora Senior
Center, 101 King Street, East Aurora. Meetings with
speakers, newsletter, sales. See Calendar (below):
June 9: Hosta Show. August 24: Hosta, Daylily & Iris
Sale. h8staman@aol.com; wnyhosta.com.

F- May 17: Dollar Day, 10am–4:30pm. $1 admission.
BECBG

Friends of Kenan Herb Club meets the fourth Monday
of the month at 6pm (January–March), 5:30pm (April–
November), Kenan Center for the Arts, 433 Locust
Street, Lockport. June 1: Plant Sale, see calendar
(below). Meeting dates, times and campus locations:
kenancenter.org/affiliates.asp; 716/433-2617.

Kenmore Garden Club meets the second Tuesday
of the month (except July & August) at 10:00am,
Kenmore United Methodist Church, 32 Landers
Road, Kenmore. New members and guests welcome.
ewpinkposies1@gmail.com.

CCE/GC: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Genesee County, 420 East Main Street,
Batavia, NY 14020. 585/343-3040; genesee.
cce.cornell.edu.

Western New York Honey Producers, Inc. Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Erie County, 21 South
Grove Street, East Aurora. wnyhpa.org.

Western NY Iris Society usually meets the first Sunday
of the month (when Iris are not in bloom), 1–4pm,
at the Lancaster Public Library, 5466 Broadway,
Lancaster. Information about acquiring and growing
irises (bearded & non-bearded) and complimentary
perennials, annual flower show & summer iris sale.
Guests welcome. August 24: Hosta, Daylily & Iris Sale,
see Calendar (below). 716/837-2285; drsnooks@twc.
com.

Hamburg Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month at noon, Hamburg Community Center, 107
Prospect Avenue, Hamburg. Summer garden tours.
716/649-6789; lonabutler4@gmail.com.

BMAC: Beaver Meadow Audubon Center, 1610
Welch Road, North Java, NY 14113. 585/4573228; 800/377-1520; buffaloaudubon.org.

May 14: Container Planter Workshop, 6pm.
Participants will choose from a large selection of
annuals to create their own planter to take home.
Presented by Marge Vogel. $45. Registration
required. LOCK

Western New York Hosta Society Breakfast Meetings,
a friendly get-together, first Saturday of the month at
10am, Forestview Restaurant, Depew. wnyhosta.com.

Garden Friends of Clarence meets the second
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, September–June,
Town Park Clubhouse, 10405 Main Street, Clarence.
gardenfriendsofclarence@hotmail.com.

BECBG: Buffalo & Erie County Botanical
Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo, NY
14218. 716/827-1584; buffalogardens.com.

Western New York Herb Study Group meets the
second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Buffalo
and Erie County Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park
Avenue, Buffalo.

Federated Garden Clubs NYS – District 8.
Marcia Becker, District Director. 716/681-3530;
marshmelo601@yahoo.com; gardenclubsofwny.com.

Garden Club of the Tonawandas meets the third
Thursday of the month at 7pm, Tonawanda City Hall,
Community Room.

FREQUENT HOSTS

Western New York Rose Society meets the third
Wednesday of each month at 7pm, St. StephensBethlehem United Church of Christ, 750 Wehrle
Drive, Williamsville. May 15: Companion Planting
& Silent Auction. June 19: Exhibiting Roses &
Arrangements. June 22: Rose Show, see Calendar
(below). wnyrosesociety.net.
Wilson Garden Club generally meets the second
Thursday of each month at 7pm, Community Room,
Wilson Free Library, 265 Young Street, Wilson.
Meetings open to all, community floral planting,
spring plant sale, local garden tours. 716/751-6334;
wilsongardenclub@aol.com.
Youngstown Garden Club meets the second
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, First Presbyterian
Church, 100 Church Street, Youngstown.

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
T- Indicates garden tours.

S- May 17–18: The Great Plant Sale, Friday, 10am–8pm;
Saturday, 9am–4pm. Japanese maples, locally grown
lilacs, vegetable plants, herbs, hanging baskets,
natives, drought-tolerant and plants propagated from
the Gardens’ collection. BECBG
S- May 18: Lessons from Nature & Amanda’s Garden
Plant Sale, 9am–2pm. Shop many native and unusual
plants, all potted and ready to go. 170 Pine Street,
East Aurora. 585/750-6288.
S- May 18: Spring Garden Gala, 10am–1pm. Sale
featuring indoor & outdoor plants, geraniums, garden
art, used garden books, chance basket auction, free
soil pH testing. Presented by Genesee County Master
Gardeners. CCE/GC
May 18: Woods Walk – Nature Guide’s Choice, 11am.
Free. No registration required. REIN
May 18: Square Foot Gardening Method, 2pm.
Presented by Caesandra Seawell. Location: Tyler
Street Community Garden, 73 Tyler Street, Buffalo.
Free. Registration required. Urban Roots, 716/3628982; info@urbanroots.org; urbanroots.org.
May 18: Beekeeping 101, 2pm. Presented by Andrea
Kuettel & Erin Masterson Hoklo. Location: MAP
Farmhouse, 387 Massachusetts Avenue, Buffalo. Free.
Registration required. Urban Roots, 716/362-8982;
info@urbanroots.org; urbanroots.org.
May 20–June 24: Plein Air Painting, 4 Mondays,
8:45–10:45am. Watercolor classes held outdoors. If
inclement weather, class will be indoors. Per class:
$15 members; $17 non-members. Registration
required. BECBG
May 21: Container Planter Workshop, 6pm. See
description under May 14. $45. Registration required.
LOCK
May 21–June 11: Plein Air Painting, 4 Tuesdays,
8:45–10:45am or 5:45–7:45pm. See description under
May 20. Per class: $15 members; $17 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG

May 25: Zoar Valley Adventure, 10am–2pm. Naturalist
Mark Carra will lead this long hike in search of early
blooming flowers. Meet: Springville Tops, 10am,
group will carpool. Bring lunch. $7. Registration
required. BMAC
May 25: Surviving White-Tailed Deer, 10:30am. Learn
facts and myths about white-tailed deer and how
to keep them from destroying your landscape and
gardens. Adults only. Free. Registration required.
REIN
May 28: Container Planter Workshop, 6pm. See
description under May 14. $45. Registration required.
LOCK
May 29: Plein Air Painting, 4 Wednesdays (dates TBD),
5:45–7:45pm. See description under May 20. Per
class: $15 members; $17 non-members. Registration
required. BECBG
June 1: Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip. Join UGJ
staff as we travel by motor coach to tour the Ithaca
region. Highlights include a visit to Cornell Lab
of Ornithology; shopping at a variety of nurseries
including Baker’s Acres and Cayuga Landscape;
wine tasting, and more. Lunch included. $82.
Registration required. Please call to reserve your
seat: 716/432-8688; 585/591-2860. Upstate
Gardeners’ Journal, 390 Hillside Avenue, Rochester,
NY 14610. upstategardenersjournal.com.
S- June 1: Friends of Kenan Plant Sale, 10am–3pm.
Presented by Friends of Kenan Herb Club. Rain or
shine. Kenan Center for the Arts, 433 Locust Street,
Lockport. 716/433-2617; kenancenter.org/affiliates.
asp.
June 1: Make & Take Vegetable Gro Bag, 10:30am.
Choose from a selection of seasonal vegetables to
plant in a portable Gro Bag. Works well for those with
limited space or mobility or those new to vegetable
gardening. $45. Registration required. LOCK
June 1–2: Bonsai Show, 10am–4:30pm. Displays,
demonstrations, items for sale including starter plants
& containers, raffle. Presented by Buffalo Bonsai
Society. Included with admission. BECBG
June 2: Summer Bulb Discussion, 1:30pm. Learn
techniques for planting and caring for a variety of
summer flowering bulbs. A selection of dahlias,
gladiolus & lilies will be available for purchase. $10.
Registration required. LOCK
June 6: Garden Talk – Native Plants for Butterflies,
12:15–12:45pm. Lunchtime talk presented by Master
Gardeners. Bring your lunch. Free. CCE/GC
June 6: Succulent Garden Workshop, 6pm. Participants
will design and construct their own low-maintenance
container garden. $15 members; $20 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG
S- June 7: Lancaster Garden Club Plant Sale, 12–7pm.
Lancaster Senior Center, 100 Oxford Avenue,
Lancaster. 716/685-4881.
June 8: Fiber Window Box Workshop, 10:30am.
Create your own window box using a selection of
annuals. Presented by Marge Vogel. $45. Registration
required. LOCK
June 9: Hosta Show, 10am–4:30pm. Judged show of
leaves differing in size, shape, form and color as
well as displays of troughs, trays and pots planted
with small hostas and companion plants. Presented
by Western New York Hosta Society. Included with
admission. BECBG
June 13–27: Botanical Drawing Series, three Thursdays,
6:30pm. Beth Henesey will cover basic drawing skills
and shading along with flower and foliage anatomy,
shape and proportion. For beginner and earlyintermediate artists. Materials included. $10 single
session; $25 all three sessions. Registration required.
LOCK

T- June 15–16: Lewiston GardenFest, 10am–5pm.
Open gardens, speakers, demonstrations, vendors,
container garden contest. Center Street, Lewiston.
lewistongardenfest.com.
June 16: Allenberg Bog Excursion, 9am–3:30pm. USDA
Entomologist Wayne Gall will lead this walk through
a northern peat bog, with a quaking mat and open
bog pond, during prime time for flowering of great
rosebay, Rhododendron maximum. Be prepared for
wet, mucky conditions and biting flies. Bring lunch.
Rain or shine. Ages 14+. $10. Registration required.
BMAC
June 22: Rose Show, 1–5pm. Presented by Western
New York Rose Society. Galleria Mall, 1 Walden
Galleria, Buffalo. wnyrosesociety.net.
June 23: Seneca Traditional Uses of Medicinal &
Edible Plants, 1:30–3:30pm. Marvin “Marty” Jacobs
will give a brief indoor introduction followed by a
walk outside to explore nature. $7. Registration
required. BMAC
June 26: Starry Night in the Garden, 6–9pm. Outdoor
concert with Andy Grammer, Shaed and Flora
Cash. Tastings from local restaurants, wineries and
breweries. Proceeds benefit the Botanical Gardens.
$50. Tickets: mystar1025.radio.com. BECBG
June 29: Growing Hydrangeas, 10:30am. Jeff Fabian
will discuss the varieties that are hardiest in WNY, site
requirements, pruning and how to turn the mop head
varieties blue. $10. Registration required. LOCK
June 29–30: Garden Art Sale. Garden- and naturethemed artwork suitable for display indoors or in
the garden including sculpture, planters, metalwork,
paintings, architectural remnants and more. No
plants. BECBG
July 11: Birds in the Landscape – Plants for Birds,
6–8pm. Learn about the connections between a
native garden landscape and local wildlife and
pollinators. Presented by Buffalo Audubon Naturalist
Mark Carra. $16 members; $18 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG
T- July 13: Samuel P. Capen Garden Walk, 10am–4pm.
Self-guided in the neighborhoods surrounding
the University at Buffalo South Campus in Buffalo,
Amherst & Eggertsville. Rain or shine. Free.
Facebook; ourheights.org/gardenwalk.
T- July 13: Capen Garden Walk by Night, 8–10pm.
Evening portion of Samuel P. Capen Garden Walk
(above). Rain or shine. Free. Facebook; ourheights.
org/gardenwalk.
T- July 13–14: Hamburg Garden Walk, 10am–4pm. Selfguided. Maps & vendors: Memorial Park Band Stand,
corner Lake & Union Streets. Rain or shine. Free.
hamburggardenwalk.com.
T- July 13–14: Lockport in Bloom, 10am–4pm.
Enjoy over 2 dozen gardens. Rain or shine.
lockportinbloom.com.

SAVE THE DATE…
T- July 19–20: Ken-Ton Garden Tour – Night Lights,
8:30–11pm. See the gardens illuminated at night.
Self-guided. Free. kentongardentour.com.
T- July 20–21: Ken-Ton Garden Tour, 10am–4 pm.
Self-guided tour in the Village of Kenmore & Town of
Tonawanda. Free. kentongardentour.com.
T- July 27–28: GardenWalk Buffalo, 10am–4pm.
Self-guided. Free shuttle buses available. Free.
gardensbuffaloniagara.com.
T- August 2–3: Northwest Buffalo Tour of Gardens
& Starry Night Garden Tour. Friday & Saturday,
evening garden tours; Saturday, day-time garden
tour. brralliance.org.
S- August 24: Hosta, Daylily & Iris Sale, 9am–2pm.
Presented by: Western New York Hosta Society,

Buffalo Area Daylily Society & Western NY Iris Society.
Members will be on hand to answer questions.
BECBG
S- September 7: Fall Garden Gala, 10am–1pm. Plant
sale featuring indoor and outdoor plants, chance
basket auction, free soil pH testing. CCE/GC
September 7: Fall Garden Fair. LOCK
November 16: Christmas Open House. LOCK

ITHACA
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
Adirondack Chapter, North American Rock Garden
Society (ACNARGS) meets the third Saturday of the
month (except in summer) at 1pm, Whetzel Room,
404 Plant Science Building, Cornell University, Ithaca.
Meetings are open to all. 607/269-7070; acnargs.org;
Facebook.com/acnargs.
Auraca Herbarists, an herb study group, usually meets
the second Tuesday of the month at noon, Cornell
Botanic Gardens, Ithaca. Brownbag lunch at noon
followed by the program and herb of the month.
Field trips during the growing season. All are
welcome. Contact: Pat Curran, pc21@cornell.edu.
Elmira Garden Club meets the first Thursday of the
month, April–December, at 6pm, 426 Fulton Street,
Elmira. Annual plant sale, workshops, monthly
meetings, local garden tours and community
gardening services. May 24–25: Plant Sale, see
Calendar (below). June 4: Tour Cornell Botanical
Gardens, 10am. Karen Coletta, 607/731-8320;
Facebook.
Finger Lakes Native Plant Society meets the third
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Unitarian Church
annex, corner of Buffalo & Aurora, Ithaca. Enter side
door on Buffalo Street & up the stairs. 607/257-4853.
Windsor NY Garden Group meets the second and
fourth Tuesdays of the month at 10am, members’
homes or Windsor Community House, 107 Main
Street, Windsor. windsorgardengroup.suerambo.com.

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
T- Indicates garden tours.
S- May 18: Spring Garden Fair & Plant Sale, 9am–2pm.
Shop organically grown vegetable transplants
& heirloom varieties, annuals, herbs, specialty
perennials, flowering shrubs, trees, hardy roses, fruit
crops. Free soil pH testing, educational exhibits,
information. Location: Ithaca High School, 1401
N. Cayuga Street, Ithaca. Cornell Cooperative
Extension, Tompkins County, 607/272-2292 x146;
ccetompkins.org.
S- May 24–25: Elmira Garden Club Plant Sale, Friday,
9am–3:30pm; Saturday, 9am–2:30pm. Perennials,
annuals, vegetables, garden exhibits, bake sale,
raffles. 426 Fulton Street, Elmira. Facebook.
June 11: Native Plants – Identifying, Choosing &
Propagating for the Home Gardener, 7pm. Michael
Hannen, native plant grower & garden planner,
and Ellen Foults of Amanda’s Garden will discuss
identifying native plants, choosing the correct plants
for a site and propagation for the home gardener.
Guided Native Plant Walk, 5:30pm; Native Plant Sale.
Proceeds benefit Friends of Fillmore Glen State Park,
event co-sponsor with Moravia Area Garden Club.
Free. Location: Main Pavilion, Fillmore Glen State
Park, 1686 State Route 38, Moravia.
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Calendar
ROCHESTER
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
7th District Federated Garden Clubs New York
State, Inc. meets the first Wednesday of the month.
7thdistrictfgcnys.org.
African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Rochester
meets the first Wednesday of the month (except in
summer), 7–9pm, Messiah Church, 4301 Mount Read
Blvd., Rochester. April 3: Preparing Your Plants for
Show. April 13: Display & Sale, see calendar (below).
All are welcome. Stacey Davis, 585/426-5665; stacey.
davis@rit.edu; avgsr.org.
Big Springs Garden Club of Caledonia-Mumford
meets the second Monday evening of the month,
September–November, January–May. New members
and guests welcome. 585/314-6292; mdolan3@
rochester.rr.com; Facebook.
Bloomfield Garden Club meets the third Thursday of
the month (except May, July & August) at 11:45am,
Veterans Park, 6910 Routes 5 & 20, Bloomfield.
New members and guests welcome. 585/657-4489;
kjmonrad@frontiernet.net.
Bonsai Society of Upstate New York meets the
fourth Tuesday of the month at the Brighton
Town Park Lodge, Buckland Park, 1341 Westfall
Road, Rochester. May 18–19: Spring Exhibition,
see Calendar (below). 585/334-2595; Facebook;
bonsaisocietyofupstateny.org.
Country Gardeners of Webster meets the second
Monday of the month (except Februrary, July &
August) at 7pm at various locations. All aspects of
gardening covered, outside speakers, projects, visits
to local gardens, community gardening involvement.
Includes coffee and social time. Guests welcome.
585/265-4762.
Creative Gardeners of Penfield meets the second
Monday of the month at 9:15am (except July &
August), Penfield United Methodist Church, 1795
Baird Road, Penfield. April 8: Greentopia, Current &
Future Activities with Michael Philipson. May 13: A
Walk in the Garden, 9:30am, tour a wooded yard and
naturalized gardens in Webster. June 7–8: Plant Sale,
see Calendar (below). Visitors welcome. Call 585/3852065 if interested in attending a meeting.
Fairport Garden Club meets the third Thursday
evening of each month (except August and January).
Accepting new members. fairportgc@gmail.com;
fairportgardenclub.com.
Garden Club of Brockport meets the second
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, Jubilee Church,
3565 Lake Road, Brockport. Speakers, hands-on
sessions. Georgie: 585/964-7754; georgietoates@
yahoo.com.
Garden Club of Mendon meets the third Tuesday of
the month, 10am–1pm, Mendon Community Center,
167 North Main Street, Honeoye Falls. Work on
community gardens and gather new ideas in a casual,
social environment. 585/624-8182; joanheaney70@
gmail.com.
Garden Path of Penfield meets the third Wednesday
of the month, September–May at 7pm, Penfield
Community Center, 1985 Baird Road, Penfield.
Members enjoy all aspects of gardening; new
members welcome. gardenpathofpenfield@gmail.com.
Genesee Region Orchid Society (GROS) meets the
first Monday following the first Sunday of the
month (September–December; February–May),
Jewish Community Center, 1200 Edgewood
Avenue, Rochester. GROS is an affiliate of the
American Orchid Society (AOS) and Orchid Digest
Corporation. March 29–31: Orchid Show & Sale, see
Calendar (below). facebook.com/geneseeorchid;
geneseeorchid.org.
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Genesee Valley Hosta Society meets the second
Thursday of the month, April–October, at Eli
Fagan American Legion Post, 260 Middle Road,
Henrietta. 585/538-2280; sebuckner@frontiernet.net;
geneseevalleyhosta.com.

Trinity Reformed Church, 909 Landing Road North,
Rochester. Visitors welcome. May 11, 12, 25 & 26:
Plant Sales, see Calendar (below). September 14:
Dahlia Show, see Calendar (below). 585/865-2291;
Facebook; rochesterdahlias.org.

Greater Rochester Iris Society (GRIS) meets Sundays at
2pm, dates vary, St. John’s Episcopal Church Hall, 11
Episcopal Avenue, Honeoye Falls. April 14: Showcase
of 2018 Award Winning Iris & Prepping Blooms for
Show. June 2: American Iris Society Accredited Show.
Public welcome. 585/266-0302; thehutchings@mac.
com.

Rochester Herb Society meets the first Tuesday of each
month (excluding January, February & July) at 12pm,
Potter Memorial Building, 53 West Church Street,
Fairport. Summer garden tours. New members
welcome. rochesterherbsociety.com.

Greater Rochester Perennial Society (GRPS) meets the
first Thursday of each month at 7pm, Twelve Corners
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 1200 South
Winton Road, Rochester, except in summer when
it tours members’ gardens. 585/467-1678; smag@
rochester.rr.com; rochesterperennial.com.
Greater Rochester Rose Society meets the first
Tuesday of the month at 7pm, First Unitarian Church,
220 Winton Road South, Room 110, Rochester.
July meeting is a garden tour. May 4: Hands-on
Rose Pruning Workshop, 10am, Maplewood Rose
Garden. 585/694-8430; rochrosesociety@gmail.com;
Facebook.
Henrietta Garden Club meets the second Wednesday
of the month (except May–August & December) at
6:30pm, Henrietta Recreation Center, 605 Calkins
Road, Henrietta. March 13: Darwin Martin House &
Graycliff Landscapes Restoration with Nellie Gardner.
April 10: Ticks & Lyme Disease. May 11: Plant Sale,
see Calendar (below). Guests welcome. Handicap
accessible. 585/889-1547; henriettagardenclub@
gmail.com; henriettagardenclub.org.
Holley Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the
month at 7pm, Holley Presbyterian Church. 585/6386973.
Hubbard Springs Garden Club of Chili meets the third
Monday of the month at 7pm, Chili Senior Center,
3235 Chili Avenue, Rochester. dtoogood@rochester.
rr.com.
Ikebana International Rochester Chapter 53 meets
the third Thursday of each month (except December
and February) at 10am, First Baptist Church, Hubbell
Hall, 175 Allens Creek Road, Rochester. March 14–17:
Displays at Gardenscape, see Calendar (below).
March 30–31: Displays at Orchid Show, see Calendar
(below). April 18: Demonstration by Ellen Rook,
Sogetsu School of Ikebana, 10am–12pm, $3 audit,
$5 guest; Meditation Techniques for Students of
Ikebana, 1pm. May 16: Demonstration by Jo Ellen
Budnick, Chiko School of Ikebana, 10am–12pm, $3
audit, $5 guest; Incense with Jerome Cushman, 1pm.
May 18–19: Displays at Spring Bonsai Exhibition,
see Calendar (below). 585/301-6727; 585/402-1772;
rochesterikebana@gmail.com; ikebanarochester.org.
Kendall Garden Club meets the first Wednesday of the
month at 7pm, Kendall Town Hall. 585/ 370-8964.
Lakeview Garden Club (Greece) meets the second
Wednesday of the month (except January & February)
at 7pm, meeting location varies depending on activity.
Meetings may include a speaker, project or visits
to local garden-related sites. New members always
welcome. Joanne Ristuccia; rista1234@gmail.com.
Newark Garden Club meets the first Friday of the
month at 1pm, Park Presbyterian Church, Newark.
Guests are welcome.
Pittsford Garden Club meets the third Tuesday
of the month at 11am, Pittsford Public Library,
Fisher Meeting Room, 24 State Street, Pittsford,
except in July & August when it visits members’
gardens. March 19: Indoor Plant Care with Dorcas
Ann Lyndon. 585/425-0766; BKRU888@aol.com;
pittsfordgardenclub.wordpress.com.
Rochester Dahlia Society meets the second Saturday
of the month (except August & September) at 12pm,

Rochester Permaculture Center meets monthly to
discuss topics such as edible landscapes, gardening,
farming, renewable energy, green building, rainwater
harvesting, composting, local food, forest gardening,
herbalism, green living, etc. Meeting location and
details: meetup.com/rochesterpermaculture.
Seabreeze Bloomers Garden Club meets the fourth
Wednesday of the month (except January) at 7pm,
location varies depending on activity. Meetings may
include a speaker, project or visit to local gardenrelated site. Members receive a monthly newsletter.
New members welcome. Contact Bonnie Arnold:
585/342-8653; bonniearnold@frontiernet.net.
Stafford Garden Club meets the third Wednesday of
the month (except December & January) at 7pm,
Stafford Town Hall, 8903 Morganville Road (Route
237), Stafford. Plant auction in May. All are welcome.
585/343-4494.
Victor Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of the
month (except January & February) at 6:30/6:45pm.
New members welcome. May 4: Plant Sale, 9–11am,
see Calendar (below). Meeting and location details:
victorgardenclubny2.com; 585/721-5457.
Williamson Garden Club. On-going community
projects; free monthly lectures to educate
the community about gardening. Open to all.
315/524-4204; grow14589@gmail.com; growthewilliamsongardenclub.blogspot.com.

FREQUENT HOSTS
BGC: Broccolo Garden Center, 2755 Penfield
Road, Fairport 14450. 585/424-4476; info@
broccologroup.com.
CCE/MON: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Monroe County, 2449 St. Paul Blvd.,
Rochester, NY 14617. 585/753-2550; monroe.
cce.cornell.edu.
LET: Letchworth State Park Interpretive
Program, Humphrey Nature Center,
Letchworth State Park, Castile, NY 14427;
585/493-3625.
LIN: Linwood Gardens, 1912 York Road
West, Linwood, NY 14486. Facebook;
linwoodgardens.org.
RPM: Rochester Public Market, 280 North
Union Street, Rochester, NY. 585/428-6907;
cityofrochester.gov/flowercitydays.

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
T- Indicates garden tours.
F- Ongoing: Wildflower Display at Humphrey Nature
Center, 10am–5pm. LET
Ongoing May–June: Volunteer Gardening
Opportunities at Ganondagan. May 18: Planting
Pumpkins, 9–10am. May: Planting White Corn,
9–11am, date TBD. June: Weeding & Bagging,
9am–12pm, date TBD. May/June: Weeding Water

Garden, 9–11am, requires reaching underwater (thigh
high) to pull cattails, must be at least 18 years old,
date TBD. Ganondagan State Historic Site, Victor.
Contact Tonia Galban, 585/398-6157; tonia.galban@
parks.ny.gov.
F- Ongoing through June 29: Family Springtime Walk,
Saturdays, 1–2:30pm. Approx. 1 mile. LET
May 14: Container Garden of Flowers & Herbs, 6pm.
Janet Zent will guide participants in planting an edible
and fragrant container using a selection of herbs &
flowering plants. Materials included. $50. Registration
required. Gallea’s Florist & Greenhouse, 2832 Clover
Street, Pittsford. 585/586-3017; galleas.com.

May 19: Discovering the Woods & Wildlife around
You, 1–4:30pm. Workshop, 1–3:30pm; Woods
Walk, 3:30–4:30pm. Knowledgeable presenters will
cover: invasive species impact & management; bird
watching; wildlife species & behaviors; tick habitat,
biology and control. Woods walk participants will
learn to identify tree species using leaves, bark and
other defining characteristics. Youth attendees will
receive a Tree ID guide. Free. Registration required:
events.cornell.edu. CCE/MON
S- May 24–25: Big Springs Garden Club Perennial Sale,
Friday, 9am–4pm; Sunday, 9am–2pm. Many varieties
available. Memorial Park, Caledonia. Facebook.

May 16: Wildflower Walk, 1–4pm. East of Lee’s Landing.
Led by naturalist Doug Bassett. Meet: Parade
Grounds parking lot. Group will carpool. LET

S- May 24–27: Flower City Days at the Market, Friday,
Sunday & Monday, 8am–2pm. See description under
May 19. RPM

S- May 18: Pittsford Garden Club Plant Sale,
9am–12pm. Featuring annuals, perennials and
herbs. Public parking lot behind Pittsford Library.
pittsfordgardenclub.wordpress.com.

S- May 25: Market in the Park, 8am–1pm. Local
vendors and clubs offering a wide variety of plant
material. Location: Warner Castle, 5 Castle Park,
Rochester. CCE/MON

S- May 18: Town of Ontario Garden Club Plant Sale,
9am–1pm. Casey Park Lodge, Knickerbocker Road
Parks and Recreation, Ontario.

S- May 25: Rochester Dahlia Society Plant Sale,
8am–1pm. Market in the Park (above), 5 Castle Park,
Rochester. rochesterdahlias.org.

S- May 18: Native Plant Sale, 9am–2pm. Native trees,
shrubs and wildflowers. All proceeds benefit Genesee
Land Trust. Brighton Town Hall, 2300 Elmwood
Avenue, Rochester. Genesee Land Trust, 585/2562130; geneseelandtrust.org.

May 25–26: Linwood Tree Peony Festival, 9am–4pm.
See description under May 18. $10, cash or personal
check only; $15 includes historical tour. LIN

S- May 18: Bloomfield Garden Club Plant Sale, 9am–
3pm. Annuals, herbs, hanging baskets & home grown
perennials. Bloomfield Historical Academy Building, 8
South Ave, Bloomfield. 585/314-6966.
May 18: Learn How to Make Hypertufa Pots, 10–
11:30am. Participants will create their own to take
home. $15. Registration required. BGC
May 18: Japanese Garden Tour, 1:30–4pm. Tour a
private garden in Irondequoit. Includes sushi and
sake samples. Proceeds benefit the Loop Urban Food
Pantry. $10 advance; $15 door. Advance registration
required by 3pm, May 15. Mail checks payable to:
Loop Ministries, 111 N. Chestnut Street, Rochester,
14604. 585/454-3367 x14; drstaneck@loopministries.
org.
May 18–19: Linwood Tree Peony Festival, 9am–4pm.
Stroll the grounds among the collection of Japanese
and American tree peonies at this private garden
located in the Genesee Valley. The landscape was
designed in the early 1900s with an Arts and Crafts
style summerhouse, walled gardens with pools and
fountains, ornamental trees and an open view of the
valley. $10, cash or personal check only; $15 includes
historical tour. LIN
May 18–19: Visit Ellwanger Garden, 10am–4pm. Enjoy
spring perennials, flowering shrubs and bulbs. 625
Mt. Hope Avenue, Rochester. landmarksociety.org.

S- May 26: Rochester Dahlia Society Plant Sale, 7am–
1pm. Rochester Public Market, 280 N. Union Street,
Rochester. rochesterdahlias.org.
May 27: Memorial Tree Walk, 2–4pm. Led by naturalist
Doug Bassett. Approx. 1 mile. LET
Ongoing June–August: Volunteer Gardening
Opportunities at Ganondagan. Weekly weeding.
Independent or with team leader. Ganondagan State
Historic Site, Victor. Contact Tonia Galban, 585/3986157; tonia.galban@parks.ny.gov.
June 1: Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip. Join UGJ
staff as we travel by motor coach to tour the Ithaca
region. Highlights include a visit to Cornell Lab
of Ornithology; shopping at a variety of nurseries
including Baker’s Acres and Cayuga Landscape;
wine tasting, and more. Lunch included. $82.
Registration required. Please call to reserve your
seat: 716/432-8688; 585/591-2860. Upstate
Gardeners’ Journal, 390 Hillside Avenue, Rochester,
NY 14610. upstategardenersjournal.com.
June 1–2: Linwood Tree Peony Festival, 9am–4pm.
See description under May 18. $10, cash or personal
check only; $15 includes historical tour. LIN
S- June 2: Flower City Days at the Market, 8am–2pm.
See description under May 19. RPM

May 18–19: Bonsai Open House & Sale, 10am–4pm.
International Bonsai Arboretum, 1070 Martin Road,
West Henrietta. Free. 585/334-2595.

June 2: Springtime Walk, 10am–1pm. St. Helena Trail,
visiting the river. Led by naturalist Steph Spittal.
Approx. 2 miles. Bring a lunch. Meet: Lowest St.
Helena parking area. LET

May 18–19: Spring Bonsai Exhibition, 10am–5pm.
Presented by Bonsai Society of Upstate New York.
Monroe Community Hospital, corner East Henrietta
& Westfall Roads, Rochester. $5; $3 seniors. 585/3342595; Facebook; bonsaisocietyofupstateny.org.

June 2: Iris Show, 1–5:30pm. Presented by Greater
Rochester Iris Society. The public is invited to submit
irises for judging. Marketplace Mall, Miracle Mile
Drive, Rochester. Schedule & information: 585/2660302; thehutchings@mac.com.

May 18–19: Ikebana at Spring Bonsai Exhibition,
10am–5pm. Japanese flower arrangements on display.
Demonstration, Sunday, 2pm. Monroe Community
Hospital, corner East Henrietta & Westfall Roads,
Rochester. $5; $3 seniors. ikebanarochester.org.

June 4: Living Wreath, 6pm. Choose from an
assortment of succulents plus flowering and foliage
plants to create a wreath that can be used outdoors
through the summer and then brought inside.
Materials included. $64.80. Registration required.
Gallea’s Florist & Greenhouse, 2832 Clover Street,
Pittsford. 585/586-3017; galleas.com.

S- May 19: Flower City Days at the Market, 8am–2pm.
Shop ornamental, flowering and vegetable plants
from over 100 local nurseries and growers. RPM
May 19: Springtime Walk, 10am–1pm. Highbanks Trail,
Mt. Morris Canyon. Led by naturalist Steph Spittal.
Approx. 2 miles. Bring a lunch. Meet: Mt. Morris
entrance gate. Group will car pool. LET

June 6: Early Summer Tour of Robin Hill Arboretum &
Nature Preserve, 10am–12:30pm. Naturalists Carol
and Dave Southby will lead this tour of a private
property turned nature preserve containing over 250
mature tree specimens including 7 New York State

Champion Big Trees. Free. Membership & registration
required: flowercitygardennetwork@gmail.com.
Flower City Garden Network.
June 6: Designing a Kitchen Garden with Herbs in
Mind, 6–7:30pm. Jarmila Haseler will discuss benefits
of herbs, uses in cooking, growing requirements
and will demonstrate how to design a patio herb
container. $15. Registration required. BGC
S- June 7–8: Creative Gardeners of Penfield Plant Sale,
Friday, 9am–4pm; Saturday, 9am–12pm. Plant sale &
raffle. 107 Huntington Meadow, Rochester.
June 8: Glass Lantern Sand Painted Centerpiece, 10–
11:30am. Create a one-of-a-kind centerpiece using
succulents planted in a colorful sand painting. $25.
Registration required. BGC
F- June 8: Maplewood Rose Festival, 10am–6:30pm.
Maplewood Rose Garden, 100 Maplewood Avenue,
Rochester. Facebook.
June 8–9: Peony & Rose Weekend at Ellwanger
Garden, 10am–4pm. Heirloom roses, peonies
and irises. 625 Mt. Hope Avenue, Rochester.
landmarksociety.org.
S- June 9: Flower City Days at the Market, 8am–2pm.
See description under May 19. RPM
S- June 9: Master Gardener Garage & Plant Sale,
9am–1pm. Gently used garden objects, tools, books,
magazines & plants. CCE/MON
June 15: Made in the Shade, 10–11:30am. Jeanine
Fyfe will share information about plants that thrive
in the shade throughout the growing season. $15.
Registration required. BGC
F- June 15: Pop-Up Creations – Garden Theme, 1:30–
3:30pm. Learn to create handcrafted 3D works of art.
Ages 12 – adult. Materials included. $45. Registration
required. BGC
June 18: Purposeful Perennials – Using Perennials in
Containers, 6–7:30pm. Garden designer Christine
Froehlich will discuss container plantings that perform
well through summer and into fall. She will cover
potting mix, varieties that do well in containers,
planting for optimum performance and combinations
for sun and shade. $15. Registration required. BGC
June 20: MingleNest Gardens, 6:30–8pm. Follow
hillside garden paths through areas that include
ponds, waterfall, gazebo, work shed, stone walls,
mature trees, shrubs, perennials & annuals. Free for
members and a guest. Membership & registration
required: flowercitygardennetwork@gmail.com.
Flower City Garden Network.
June 20–21: Flower Show, Thursday, 2–5pm; Friday,
8:30–10:30am. Ripple Effect. Hosted by Allyn’s
Creek Garden Club & Rochester Garden Club. Free.
Strathallan Hotel Century Club, 566 East Avenue,
Rochester.
June 25: Rose Show, 7–9pm. Presented by Greater
Rochester Rose Society. First Unitarian Church,
Williams Gallery, 220 Winton Road South, Rochester.
585/694-8430; rochrosesociety@gmail.com.
June 29: Mushroom Foray, 10am–4pm. Led by
Rochester Area Mycological Association. Meet: St.
Helena picnic area, upper shelter. LET
June 30: Fabric Decoupage Stepping Stones,
10–11:30am. Create your own unique garden accent
pieces. $20. Registration required. BGC
July 6: Daylily Garden Open House, 1–5pm. Cobbs Hill
Daylily Garden (a National Display Garden), Charlie
and Judy Zettek, 1 Hillside Avenue, Rochester.
585/461-3317.
July 13: Houdini Hydrangea Blooms, 10–11:30am.
Jeanine Fyfe will discuss proper growing conditions
and when to prune. Participants receive 20% discount
on hydrangea purchases. $15. Registration required.
BGC
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July 13: Daylily Garden Open House, 1–5pm. Cobbs
Hill Daylily Garden (a National Display Garden),
Charlie and Judy Zettek, 1 Hillside Avenue, Rochester.
585/461-3317.
T- July 14: ABC Garden Walk, 12–4pm. Stroll or bike
the ABC Streets neighborhood, bounded by Culver
Road, Park Avenue & Harvard Street. See a variety of
approaches for city front, side and back yard spaces,
perennials, annuals, porches, patios, decks, shade
gardens, grass-less yards, tree-lawns, found objects,
water features and more. Plant sales, artists, live
music. Maps: Morrison Park, Culver Road & Harvard
Street or East Avenue Dentistry, 1641 East Ave. Free.
585/721-8684; abc.streets@gmail.com; abcstreets.org.

SAVE THE DATE…
T- July 20: Backyard Habitat Tour, 9am–4pm.Tour
seven gardens in Rochester, Fairport & Victor. Selfpaced. Ticket includes booklet with directions,
garden photos & stories. $15 members; $20 nonmembers. Genesee Land Trust, 46 Prince Street,
Rochester. 585/256-2130; info@geneseelandtrust.org;
geneseelandtrust.org.
July 25: Daylily Garden Open House, 4–7pm. Cobbs
Hill Daylily Garden (a National Display Garden),
Charlie and Judy Zettek, 1 Hillside Avenue, Rochester.
585/461-3317.
July 28: Daylily Garden Open House, 1–5pm. Cobbs
Hill Daylily Garden (a National Display Garden),
Charlie and Judy Zettek, 1 Hillside Avenue, Rochester.
585/461-3317.
August 3: Daylily Garden Open House, 1–5pm. Cobbs
Hill Daylily Garden (a National Display Garden),
Charlie and Judy Zettek, 1 Hillside Avenue, Rochester.
585/461-3317.
September 14: Dahlia Show. Presented by Rochester
Dahlia Society. Bristol’s Garden Center, 7454 Route
96, Victor. rochesterdahlias.org.

SYRACUSE

Gardeners of Syracuse meets the third Thursday of each
month at 7:30pm, Reformed Church of Syracuse,
1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse. Enter from Melrose
Avenue. 315/464-0051.
Gardeners in Thyme (a women’s herb club) meets the
second Thursday of the month at 7pm, Beaver Lake
Nature Center, Baldwinsville. 315/635-6481; hbaker@
twcny.rr.com.
Habitat Gardening in CNY (HGCNY) meets the last
Sunday of most months at 2pm. Northern Onondaga
Public Library, North Syracuse Branch, 100 Trolley
Barn Lane, N. Syracuse. HGCNY is a chapter of Wild
Ones: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes; wildones.
org. Free and open to the public. 315/487-5742;
info@hgcny.org; hgcny.org.
Home Garden Club of Syracuse usually meets the
first Tuesday morning of the month. Members are
active in educating the community about gardening,
horticulture & floral design and involved with several
civic projects in the Syracuse area. New members
welcome. homegardenclubofsyracuse@gmail.com;
homegardenclubofsyracuse.org.
Koi and Water Garden Society of Central New York
usually meets the third Monday of each month at
7pm. See website for meeting locations. 315/4583199; cnykoi.com.
Men and Women’s Garden Club of Syracuse meets the
third Thursday of the month at 7:30pm, Reformed
Church of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse.
Meetings feature guest speakers on a variety of
gardening and related topics. Members maintain
gardens at Rosemond Gifford Zoo & Ronald
McDonald House. Annual spring & fall flower shows.
315/699-7942; Facebook.
Southern Hills Garden Club meets the third Tuesday
of each month, February–November, LaFayette
Community Center, 2508 US Route 11, LaFayette.
Some meetings are off site. June 1: Plant Sale, see
Calendar (below). Cathy Nagel, 315/677-9342;
cen42085@aol.com.
Syracuse Rose Society meets the second Thursday of
the month (except December) at 7pm, Reformed
Church of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse.
Enter from Melrose Avenue. Club members maintain
the E. M. Mills Memorial Rose Garden, Thornden Park,
Syracuse. Public welcome. syracuserosesociety.org.

REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS

FREQUENT HOSTS

African Violet Society of Syracuse meets the second
Thursday of the month, September–May, Pitcher Hill
Community Church, 605 Bailey Road, North Syracuse.
315/492-2562; kgarb@twcny.rr.com; avsofsyracuse.
org.

BWNC: Baltimore Woods Nature Center,
4007 Bishop Hill Road, Marcellus, NY 13108.
315/673-1350; Facebook; baltimorewoods.org.

Bonsai Club of CNY (BCCNY) usually meets the
second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Pitcher Hill
Community Church, 605 Bailey Road, North Syracuse.
315/436-0135; lnewell1@gmail.com; cnybonsai.com.
Central New York Orchid Society meets the first Sunday
of the month, September–May, St. Augustine’s
Church, 7333 O’Brien Road, Baldwinsville. Dates may
vary due to holidays. 315/633-2437; cnyos.org.
Fairmount Garden Club meets the third Thursday of the
month at 6:30pm, Camillus Senior Center, 25 First
Street, Camillus. May 16: Presentation – Koi Ponds.
June 6: Day Trip to Iris Country Gardens. July 18:
Picnic at Erie Canal. All are welcome. tooley.susan@
yahoo.com.
Federated Garden Clubs NYS – District 6. October
14–16: Flower Show School – Course 4, see Calendar
(below). 315/481-4005; dist6fss@gmail.com.
Gardening Friends Club meets the third Tuesday of
the month, March–December, at 6:30pm, Wesleyan
Church, 4591 US Route 11, Pulaski. 315/298-1276;
Facebook: Gardening Friends of Pulaski, NY;
VicLaDeeDa@frontiernet.net.
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CCE/OND: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Onondaga County, Suite 170, 100 South Salina
Street, Syracuse. 315/424-9485; ksb96@cornell.
edu; cceonondaga.org.
CCE/ONE: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Oneida County, 121 Second Street, Oriskany.
315/736-3394 x125; cceoneida.com.
E&V: Earth & Vessel, Melissa Montgomery,
509 W. Fayette Street, Syracuse. melissa@
earthandvessel.com; earthandvessel.com.

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
T- Indicates garden tours.
May 17–18: Concrete or Hypertufa Sphere Workshop,
10am–1pm. Two-day workshop in which sculptor/
master gardener Melissa Montgomery will guide
participants in creating a small, medium or

large concrete sphere. Materials included. $125.
Registration required: hello@earthandvessel.com. E&V
S- May 17–18: Native Plant Sale, Friday, 2–8pm;
Saturday, 9am–3pm. Select from a wide variety of
perennials, trees, shrubs, flowers, vegetables, herbs,
heirloom tomatoes & hanging baskets. Master
Gardeners from Cornell Cooperative Extension will be
on hand to offer planting advice. BWNC
F- May 18: Container Gardening Workshop Tomatoes, 10–11am. Pat Jokatys will guide
participants in mixing soil and potting up their own
tomato garden. Materials include pot, vermicompost,
soil and three plants. Ages 6 and up. $20 members;
$30 non-members. Registration required. BWNC
F- May 18: DIY Fairy Garden, 1–2pm. Master Gardener
Jim Avery will guide participants in creating their own
miniature garden. Materials include pot, soil, 3 plants,
garden stones and mini-gnome. Ages 6 and up. $20
members; $30 non-members. Registration required.
BWNC
May 22: Succulents and Cacti, 6–7pm. Presented by
Master Gardeners of Onondaga County. Location:
Betts Library, 4862 S Salina Street, Syracuse. Free.
Registration required: 315/435-1940. CCE/OND
May 31–June 1: Hypertufa Trough Workshop, 10am–
1pm. Two-day workshop in which sculptor/master
gardener Melissa Montgomery will guide participants
in creating a unique container for the garden.
Materials included. $125. Registration required:
hello@earthandvessel.com. E&V
S- June 1: Southern Hills Garden Club Plant Sale, 9am.
LaFayette Community Center, 2508 US Route 11,
LaFayette. 315/677-9342; cen42085@aol.com.
June 1: Vegetable Gardening Basics, 1–3pm. $5.
Registration required. CCE/ONE
S- June 8: Master Gardener Plant Sale, 9am–12pm.
Locally grown perennials, herbs, annuals, vegetable
and houseplants. Presented by Master Gardeners
of Onondaga County. Location: Beaver Lake Nature
Center, 8477 East Mud Lake Road, Baldwinsville.
Included with admission. CCE/OND
June 12: Welcoming Beneficials into the Garden,
6:30–7:30pm. Presented by Master Gardeners
of Onondaga County. Location: Onondaga Free
Library, 4840 W. Seneca Turnpike, Syracuse. Free.
Registration required: 315/492-1727. CCE/OND
June 15: Herb & Flower Festival, 9am–2:30pm. Gardenrelated vendors, classes, bake sale. Gardening advice
available. $4. Parker F. Scripture Botanical Gardens.
CCE/ONE
June 15: Straw Bale Gardening, 10–11am. Presented
by Master Gardeners of Onondaga County. Location:
Northern Onondaga Public Library, 8686 Knowledge
Lane, Cicero. Free. Registration required: 315/6992032. CCE/OND
June 15–16: Garden Art Sale, Saturday, 10am–5pm;
Sunday, 12–5pm. Concrete and hypertufa garden
spheres, troughs, pots & pedestals displayed in the
gardens of sculptor/gardener Melissa Montgomery.
Location: 127 Victoria Place, Syracuse. Part of the
Westcott Art Trail; westcottcc.org/ arts-culture. E&V
June 19: Planting Bulbs, 6–7pm. Presented by Master
Gardeners of Onondaga County. Location: Betts
Library, 4862 S. Salina Street, Syracuse. Free.
Registration required: 315/435-1940. CCE/OND
T- June 28–29: Skaneateles Art, Music & Garden
Tour. Self-guided tour of six gardens with artists,
musicians & flower arrangements in each garden.
Tickets @ cnytix.com: $23 May 1–June 25; $25 after
June 25. Tickets June 28–29: Presbyterian Church,
97 E. Genesee Street, Skaneateles. Presented by
Skaneateles Garden Club. Facebook.
July 13: Growing Microgreens Indoors, 1–3pm. $5.
Registration required. CCE/ONE

SAVE THE DATE…
July 17–18: Bus Trip to Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival. Travel to Sandwich,
Massachusetts, for the festival as well as a visit to Heritage Museum & Gardens with
100 acres of trees, shrubs, designed gardens and lawns. Accommodations, Dan’l
Webster Inn. Includes transportation, accommodations, one lunch, one breakfast,
admission to museum & festival. $370 per person, double occupancy; $499 single.
Advance registration required. Ballantyne Gardens, 4825 Hopkins Road, Liverpool.
315/453-0621; ballantynegardens.com.
October 14–16: National Garden Clubs Flower Show School – Course 4. Hosted
by Federated Garden Clubs of NYS, District
6 Judges Council. Location:
Dewitt. 8:29 PM
Bergen-4-19.pdf
1
4/23/19
Registration required. Sharon Vazquez, 315/481-4005; dist6fss@gmail.com.
Deadline for Calendar Listings for the next issue (July–August 2019) is Friday, June 7,
2019. Please send your submissions to deb@upstategardenersjournal.com.

CLASSIFIEDS
PAPERBARK MAPLE. World’s most beautiful maple. Due to health,
must sell specimen 8-year trees 5 to 8 feet. Three-year trees 2 to 3
feet just $10. Fifteen varieties deer-proof ferns. New “Shuttlecock”
fern. Bloodgood and coral bark Japanese maples, mimosas, hostas.
Wholesale prices. Call Howard Ecker at 585-671-2397 for appointment.
DAYLILIES. Daylilies are outstanding, carefree perennials. We grow
and sell over 225 top-rated award-winning varieties in many colors
and sizes in our Rochester garden. We are also an official national
daylily society display garden. We welcome visitors to see the flowers
in bloom from June to September. Call 585/461-3317.
PURE, NATURAL, LOCAL HONEY. Award-winning small scale apiary
by Lake Ontario. SeawayTrailHoney.com 585-820-6619

Lots to Love
about Lucas.
Come browse a wide selection of locally-grown annuals,
perennials, vegetables and herbs. From our exceptional
service and sustainable growing practices to planting
parties and Little Sprouts programs, there's lots to love
about Lucas Greenhouses.

23 Pannell Circle • Fairport, NY 14450 • 585.223.8951
Mon-Sat 8am - 7pm • Sun 9am - 4pm • LucasGH.com

LOTUS
PARADISE

• Lotus • Lilies • Koi
• Pond supplies
• Carnivorous Plants
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The King of Ponds
480 Dodge Rd.
At exit 3 I-990
Getzville, NY 14068
716.688.9125
arbordale.com

the first International Waterlily and
Water Garden Certified Nelumbo (Lotus)
Collection of Excellence.

Bergen
Water Gardens
and Nursery

7443 Buffalo Rd.
Churchville NY
14428
585-293-2860
www.bergenwatergardens.com

Visit our site for hours and info!

Open Garden

A Brief History of
the Delicate and
Fragrant Lilac
Highland Park in Bloom
by Donna De Palma
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S

cent is one of the most seductive qualities known.
Throughout history, scent has lured, provoked, and
even taunted the senses. No wonder the fragrant and
delicate lilac’s early history, though largely unrecorded, is
referenced as far back as Greek mythology.
Syringa vulgaris, the common lilac, is believed to have
originated on the Balkan peninsula. Its appearance
in cultivation dates to the 15th Century. A species of
flowering plant in the olive family, Syringa vulgaris is a
large shrub that grows on rocky hillsides by the shores of
the Adriatic, Mediterranean, Aegean and Black Seas. Other
fragrant, flowering species of lilac are native to regions of
Japan, China and Korea.
According to Mark Quinn, Monroe County Parks’
superintendent of horticulture, while there are no written
records of the lilac’s arrival in the United States, there is
evidence that lilacs grew in Portsmouth, New Hampshire in
the 1600s.
Cultivars have evolved thanks to dedicated breeders
seeking to improve on the natural beauty and scent of
the fragrant flower, its disease resistance and overall
plant habit. Irene Lekstutis, landscape designer at Cornell
Botanical Gardens in Ithaca, who is responsible for selecting
lilacs for inclusion there, says breeders have contributed to
the structure, color and scent of the lilac over the past four
centuries.
“Horticulturalist Victor Lemoine played an important
role in developing cultivars of lilac in the mid-nineteenth
century in France. Lemoine developed the first doubleflowered hybrid lilac named for his wife, Mme. Lemoine,”
says Lekstutis.
Father John Fiala of Ohio, pastor and school principal
who bred 78 cultivars of lilacs, is also identified by Lekstutis
as another significant breeder in the 20th century.
He learned about gardening and horticulture from his
grandmother at her country home in Michigan.
Perhaps the most prized collection in the United States,
and arguably the world, is the one at Highland Park in
Rochester. With more than 550 varieties and around 1,200
bushes, Highland Park’s Annual Lilac Festival, originally just
“Lilac Sunday,” has been drawing lilac lovers since 1905. The
event developed into a 10-day festival in 1978.
Highland Park was established on twenty acres of land
donated by George Ellwanger and Patrick Barry in 1888.
George Ellwanger immigrated to the U. S. from a small
farm near Wurttemberg, Germany, in 1835. Ellwanger
grew up tending grapes and making wine with his father
and brothers in his native country. He harbored a love of
horticulture throughout his life and possessed a strong
sense of civic responsibility.
Patrick Barry immigrated to the U.S. from Belfast,
Ireland, in 1836 and began his working life in America at
what was the oldest nursery in the United States at the
time, Linnaean Nursery in Flushing, N.Y. He began his
partnership with Ellwanger in 1840. Ellwanger and Barry
owned Mount Hope Nursery (also known as Ellwanger and
Barry Nursery), the largest nursery in the U. S., from 1840
to 1850.

The civic-minded business partners donated the first 20
acres of land to establish an arboretum on the undeveloped
land where Highland Park stands today. Their donation was
instrumental in the formation of a parks department in
Rochester. Ellwanger also donated an observation pavilion
atop the hill near the reservoir in the park. The Children’s
Pavilion, also known as the Ellwanger & Barry Memorial
Pavilion, was dedicated in 1890. [The pavilion was torn
down in 1963 due to disrepair, but a campaign is underway
to finance its reconstruction starting in 2022.—Ed.]
Frederick Law Olmsted was hired to design the park.
Olmsted, the designer of Central Park in New York City,
is often referred to as the father of American landscape
architecture. He was at the pinnacle of his career when he
designed Highland Park, which, according to Quinn, is a
phenomenal example of Olmsted’s genius.
“The landscape architect’s style highlights natural
attributes of the terrain,” says Quinn. “Olmsted’s ability to
create one view that moves into another was remarkable.
He used natural materials to screen out city views.”
Superintendent Quinn says the design of walkways and
the park’s layout are perhaps its finest features. “Where
Olmsted shined was in his understanding of what plants
would look like when they matured. He planned for a park
that would mature naturally and beautifully.”
Lekstutis says Olmsted had a clever way of separating
vehicular and pedestrian features and saw the importance
of water fixtures in a park. “Olmsted liked to play with
terrain. He applied ways of structuring space to create
visual screens and expansive lawns and was expert
at handling adjacent spaces. His work illustrates how
the beauty of a naturalistic landscape is important
to supporting our well-being and therefore should be
accessible to everyone.”
While current numbers place the count of lilac bushes
in the park at around 1200, John Dunbar planted the
first 100 at the corner of South and Highland Avenues in
1890. In addition to creating several new cultivars, Dunbar
developed the evergreen forest (pinetum) on the north
side of the park and planted lilacs on the south side of a
landmark hill in the park.
Quinn says that while some varieties have been lost, an
original vulgaris lilac bush from 1892 still blooms every
May in the park. “Some of the varieties that are cultivated
may not be strong enough to last, but most varieties that
exist in upstate New York can be found here at Highland.
We actively seek out new varieties every day. We’ve had
a collaborative relationship with Arnold Arboretum of
Harvard University in past years.”
Why has the lilac become such a popular shrub and
flower here and around the world? Quinn says the climate
in Rochester is suited to lilacs. “They like cold winters and
warmer springs. Lilacs are hardy and easy to grow. The
plants themselves are aggressive growers. Deer don’t like
the lilac. Lilac shrubs can grow to 15 to 20 feet tall and
some can last for a hundred years.”
“The main reason for poor bloom is because it’s either
been planted in a shady spot or the shrub has been pruned

OPPOSITE: Syringa
vulgaris (common
Lilac) cultivar ‘Flower City’, at Highland
Park in Rochester,
New York. The
information plaque
next to this plant
reads: “This variety
was developed
at Highland Park
by horticulturist
Richard Finicchia. It
is a unique variety
that has cupped,
dark violet-purple
florets with a silvery
reverse. Some
florets display
radial doubling; an
increase to 8, 10
or more petals. Its
parent is 'Rochester', also a Highland
Park development.”
Photo courtesy
Wikipedia:
LtPowers
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Bloomerang ‘Pink
Perfume’ lilac, photo
courtesy Proven
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TOP RIGHT:
‘Beauty of Moscow’ by Leonid
Kolesnikov. Photo
courtesy Wikipedia:
Kristy2906

INSET:
Lilac ‘Sensation’;
photo courtesy
Wikipedia: Angel
caboodle
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at an incorrect time of year. Lilacs prefer dry soil. The
amount of rain over the course of the year will affect the
vigor of their blooms,” Quinn says.
While the plants themselves are hardy, their flowers
can be affected by high winds, heavy rain, and too much
heat once open. Relatively warm days and cool nights with
moderate rain are optimal
conditions for a long bloom
period.
Quinn says lilacs in
bloom are most fragrant in
early morning and at early
evening. The introduction
of radial doubling, bicolor
flowers and double-floret
and four-floret flowers
through cultivation has
resulted in a wide array of
varieties in appearance,
scent, and form. From deep
purple to French blue, pink, dusty pink, lavender, white,
and yellow, cultivars come in a breathtaking palette of
colors.
One of Quinn’s favorites is the ‘Rochester’ lilac, a white,
radial-doubling bloom developed in Rochester. Another
favorite, ‘Sensation’, features a deep purple bicolor
flower with a white rim. For its luxurious scent, Quinn

recommends ‘Fenelon’, a variety of S. hyacinthflora lilac, an
early bloomer that he says is one of the most fragrant of
any lilac.
Lekstutis enjoys ‘Beauty of Moscow’, a lilac flower with
pink buds that turn white. ‘Scent and Sensibility’, a dwarf
mounding shrub with its dark pink buds that turn lavender
pink once opened, is another favorite.
Finally, repeat blooming purple lilac,
‘Bloomerang’, a cultivar that blooms
after first blush into summer and fall
is a noteworthy addition to Lekstutis’s
best picks.
Nature’s colorful, fragrant display is
set to bloom on schedule this year as
it has almost every year for over 100
years each and every spring. Quinn
projects this year to be on track for
hardy blooms during Highland Park’s
Lilac Festival.
To enjoy these and all of the
varieties growing at the park, visit the festival or wander
through its winding paths when these lovely flowers are in
bloom.

Donna De Palma is a freelance writer based in Rochester.
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Seasonal Stakeout

Salt City’s Hardy Hostas
Like those of its Perennials, Lan’s Flower Farm's
Roots Run Deep
story by John Ernst; photos provided by Mark Weiss

H

ABOVE:
Aerial view of Lan's
Flower Farm
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ere’s a fact—one of New York’s largest flower
farms started with a twelve-year-old girl from
China trying to learn English.
Today, Lan’s Flower Farm spans four acres managed by
five employees. That girl—the daughter of Mark Weiss
and Xiao Lan— immigrated here in 2005. “She didn’t
speak any English, and we brainstormed how she could
learn really fast,” Weiss says. Having previously started
a landscaping business that didn’t take off, “I had 2,000
empty pots around the property,” he says. He told his
daughter she could start selling plants, where she could

learn conversational English all day long while making
money. “So we started potting bulbs, she had a little
roadside stand, and she would sit out there eight hours a
day studying. And people would come and buy her plants.”
And then the cards fell into place. “She was doing very
well,” Weiss tells me, when one of the local perennial
growers went out of business. “So it was kind of an open
slot in the community that we were able to fill.”
A slot Weiss and Lan take very seriously. In addition
to offering a variety of 700 perennials to the Syracuse
region, the farm engages in a range of community service

and donations. “Aside from working with various schools
and churches,” Weiss says, “we also donate to terminal
patients to help pay for medical expenses.” Lan’s also
funds scholarships and runs tours for garden clubs. “It’s
really the backbone of the whole business,” he says.
“We try and do everything as organically as we can,”
he adds. “When you’re growing in containers, it’s difficult
to have 100 percent organic—it leaches out too quickly.
But we don’t spray at all and our soil has no chemicals to
speak of.” For fertilizer, they recycle a byproduct of the
nearby Anheuser-Busch plant. “Other places have plants in
bloom when they shouldn’t be in bloom,” he says, “but we
winterize everything. It makes plants hardier.”
Weiss and Lan formed an official business partnership
in 2006 with a couple hundred plants. In 2014 they
incorporated, and today sell upwards of 30,000 plants a
year.
With their farm organized into four categories—shade,
semi-shade, sun, and grass—they do their best to predict
what the market will demand each year. “But there’s really
no telling. One year a guy bought over 500 containers
of grass in one swoop,” Weiss laughs, “so we had none
leftover for the next year.”

To stay up-to-date on the perennial world, Weiss and
Lan head to Baltimore for MANTS, the Mid-Atlantic
Nursery Trade Show. “Plugs, roots, greenhouses, potting
machines...anything that can make growing in our
industry easier, you can buy there,” Weiss says. “If we see
something interesting we’ll try to have it ready for spring,
but a lot of it really is like looking into a crystal ball.” It’s
hard to decipher what will be popular in the next year,
he tells me, and a lot of the new plants are patented and
require a license to legally propagate.
Weiss and Lan aren’t completely in the dark, however,
when it comes to next-season predictions. Catmint,
hostas, and echinaceas are among consistently reliable
best-sellers. “We’re actually well-known for our hostas,”
Weiss says. “They’re real popular because they have leaf
color, come in so many different sizes, and they grow
nice flowers—some of them are fragrant. But,” he warns,
“the deer love them. So if you have a deer problem, they’ll
get destroyed.” Grasses are becoming more popular, too.
Weiss says they’re hardy and drought-resistant, surviving
through winter if they’re cut short. “But don’t cut them
down too short,” he says. “[The landscapers who tend to
our local Wegmans stores] cut them right to the ground,

TOP LEFT:
Clinton Farmers Market
TOP RIGHT:
Bee balm and peonies
BOTTOM LEFT:
Herb and Flower Festival
2018
BOTTOM RIGHT:
Helleborus 'Amethyst
Gem'
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which decreases hardiness.”
Despite its grass maintenance habits, Weiss admires the
Wegmans approach to landscaping. “They’ve developed
this whole buying experience—and it starts at the curb,” he
says. “You drive in, and they have beautiful grounds with
flowers, trees, and shrubs. Then you go into the grocery
store and you’re hit with aromas of baked goods and
flowers,” he says. “You go to these other stores…with bright
lights and you want to get out as fast as you came in,” he
laughs, “but Wegmans has really got it down.”
Then I ask a question that stumps Weiss—if he were to
open another location anywhere in the world, where would

ABOVE:
Xiao Lan

July
13th & 14th
2019
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Around

HAMBURG
Garden Walk

Saturday, July 13th & Sunday, July 14th, 2019
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Rain or Shine

Pick up a map and start you self-guided tour at the

Memorial Park Band Stand (Corner of Lake St. & Union St.)

Visit the Garden Vendors in the Park
For additional information:
www.HamburgGardenWalk.com

he go? “Where there are a lot of rich people?” he jokes.
Then he tells me that the upstate New York demographic
is very interesting. “Rochester and Syracuse are completely
different demographics—Rochester is not the blue collar
town that Syracuse is.” Syracusians, he explains, are more
concerned with practical things like plowing snow than they
are with designing their yard. “So people from Rochester
spend far more on landscape architecture than we do in
Syracuse. Plus, you also have a better climate from being
closer to the lake.”
Ultimately, he wouldn’t want to leave Syracuse. “I’ve
been here in ‘Cuse since 1978. I know more people here
than anywhere else,” he explains. “And our business is a
very personal business. We know almost every one of our
customers. My wife was at the doctor’s this morning, and
we sat next to one of our customers in the waiting room.
We know every one of our customers by name or face,” he
continues, “and when you get real big you don’t have that
anymore.”
And the daughter who started it all? “She’s moved out
now,” Weiss says, “but she talks about taking over the
business…now that all the work is done!” he laughs.

John Ernst is a writer and graphic designer in Rochester.
You can see more of his work at johnmwrites.com.
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Don’t Get Ticked
Black-legged Tick (Ixodes scapularis)



¼
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adult
male
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larva

thin tweezers and place them between the head and
your skin. Pull gently. There is also a tick removal device
available at drugstores. If you want to check the tick for
Lyme disease, put in a container in the freezer or drop
it in a container with alcohol or hand sanitizer to kill it.
Then take the tick to your doctor or the county health
department.
SOME INTERESTING FACTS

by Lyn Chimera

- Deer are an important location for ticks to reproduce,

I

- June and July are the highest months for tick

however they don’t carry Lyme Disease.
recently attended “Don’t Get Ticked,” an informational
program about ticks, conducted by Lynn Braband, who
heads the NYSIPM (Integrated Pest Management)
program at Cornell. He covered the myths and facts. It
was fascinating and scary at the same time. I for one don’t
take tick protection seriously enough, but will from now
on. Lyme is now the most common vector-borne disease
in the U. S., so it needs to be taken seriously.
Ticks have eight legs, so are not insects but related to
spiders and mites. There are three types of ticks in our area:
The American dog tick, which carries Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever and prefers grasslands.

ABOVE:
Appearance and
relative sizes of
adult male and
female, nymph,
and larval ticks
(Ixodes scapularis).
Photo courtesy U.S.
federal government
Center for Disease
Control (CDC)
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The black legged tick (deer tick), which carries Lyme
disease and prefers woods and wood edges.

activity. Although they can be active all year long,
any day it’s above 40 degrees.

- Tick larvae don’t initially have Lyme. They have to
take a blood meal on an infected host like a deer
mouse.

- Deer mice are not the only host animals. Chipmunks,
squirrels and other small mammals can be the vectors.

- Most ticks have a two-year life cycle.
- Wearing light colored clothes makes ticks easier
to spot.

- A tick does NOT have to be on you for 36 hours for
you to become infected, however the longer it’s on
you the higher your chance is of getting Lyme.

The Lone Star tick, which arrives on migrating birds as
our climate warms and prefers dry areas.

- Ticks inject a numbing agent so you can’t feel

All these ticks spread a variety of diseases, but it is only
the deer tick that carries Lyme.
Ticks hitch a ride on people and animals through an
“ambush” technique. They can’t jump, fly or drop from
trees so they rely on grabbing on as you pass by. A tick will
crawl to the end of a leaf or blade of grass from ground
level to one-and-a-half feet, hold on with their back legs,
and reach forward with their front two elongated legs to
grab a hold on whatever passes by.
Walking in the middle of paths so you don’t brush
up against vegetation is a good way to avoid these
hitch-hikers. Tucking long pants into socks is another
good method. DEET is the most effective tick pesticide.
Braband suggests putting all clothing in a dryer on high
as soon as you come in. The heat will kill the ticks. He
also recommends taking a shower within half an hour of
coming in. This can possibly wash off ticks as well as give
you the opportunity to check yourself.
If you do get a tick on you the most important thing
about removing it is NOT to squeeze the body or head.
That just forces more of their fluids into you. Use very

- To check if you have ticks in your yard, drag a two-by-

them bite.
three-foot piece of white flannel or corduroy across
the area, then check it for ticks.
An interesting panel discussion and Q&A followed
the presentation. The overall impression I was left with
was you have to be your own advocate. Dress properly,
use protection, avoid potential tick habitat and check
yourself daily. Many doctors are not up on Lyme disease
symptoms, which can vary, so you have to be perseverant
if you suddenly become ill.
An outstanding website with all the information on
ticks, their life cycle, and bite prevention is
nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/ticks/.
For a Claymation video on ticks go to
dontgettickedny.org.
Lyn Chimera is an Erie County Master Gardener.
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Cathy's Crafty Corner

Lilac Facial Toner
by Cathy Monrad

M

other's Day is here. And in Rochester, especially,
lilacs are synonymous with this special day. I
decided to make a large batch of this lilac facial
toner to give as gifts to all the special mothers in my life.
This toner can also be added to a bath, used as a hair
rinse, or spritzed on bed sheets for a lovely scent.
MATERIALS
Quart size wide-mouth glass jar with lid
¹⁄³ cup lilac blossoms
¹⁄³ cup organic witch hazel
²⁄³ cup distilled water
Spray bottle or clean jar for storing final product

To Make Toner
1. Dry lilac blossoms overnight on a paper towel until
they are slightly wilted.
2. Place blossoms in a jar, then add witch hazel and
water to jar. Be sure the blossoms are completely covered

by liquid. If not, add more witch hazel.
3. Place lid on jar, then store in a warm location out of
direct sunlight.
4. Let the mixture infuse for two weeks, occasionally
shaking gently to mix.
5. Strain the mixture and pour face toner into a
clean jar or spray bottle. The spent blossoms can be
composted.
To Use Toner: Apply lilac toner with a cotton ball or
spritz on face after washing. Keep refrigerated
if desired. Since the alcohol in the witch
hazel acts as a preservative, the toner can
simply be stored in a cool place.

Cathy Monrad is the graphic designer and bestest
garden crafter for the Upstate Gardeners' Journal.

For Your Garden

Lan’s Flower Farm, Inc.
lansflowerfarm.com

Lan’s Flower Farm hosts and grows over 700 varieties of containerized
perennials, groundcovers, daylilies, hostas, ornamental grasses and
more. We are one of the largest growers of perennials in Syracuse NY!

4913 State Route 31 | Clay, New York 13041 | 315.688.8584
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or any other time by appointment
Group tours are welcome
Gift certificates available on site or by phone
557 Sand Hill Rd Caledonia • 860.378.4742
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Northwest Buffalo Tour of Gardens

Black Rock – Riverside – Grant Amherst – West Hertel – North Buffalo

August 2-3, 2019
August 2 & 3:

Perennials, annuals, beautiful hanging baskets,
geraniums, container gardens, mulch, soil
“Find perfect Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, or
any occasion spring or garden plants”

Starry Night Self Guided Tours

August 3:

Self Guided Tours, Guided Bus Tour
Garden Market

Visit our family-owned greenhouse,
where growing is our business!

For more information visit

9784 South Main St., Angola, NY

www.BRRAlliance.org

Come visit us at

COTTAGE GARDENS

and see all the color and forms of
our daylilies—3700 cultivars
--4540 East Shelby Road
Medina, New York 14103
RETAIL & AHS DISPLAY GARDEN
Open July 1st – August 4th
Closed Mon., Open Tues.–Sun. 10am–5pm
Or by appointment
email: cglilies@rochester.rr.com
Phone 585-798-5441
Web: http://www.daylily.net/gardens/cottagegardens
We welcome garden tours • Gift Certificates available

716-549-0458

COTTAGE CRANBERRY COBBLER
ROSS 2019

Imagine walking through
fields of daylilies in bloom.

Greenhouse

Pudgie’s
Lawn & Garden Center
Keep the Local, family-Owned
Businesses alive & growing!

Shop at Pudgie’s

BriNg iN thiS ad fOr

15% off your purchase
Expires June 30, 2019
Some restrictions apply.
Not valid on departments 16-30.

3646 West Main St., Batavia, NY 14020
Store: 585/343-8352 Office: 585/948-8100
www.pudgieslawnandgarden.com

Little Sprouts

Fun Spring Things
by Valerie Shaw

I

t’s spring! For moms everywhere, this is a triumphant
announcement for many reasons—no more itchy,
smothered kids complaining about winter coats, the
games of tag and pinch your brother can move outside,
and the gardening season is in full swing! But how do
you convince your tween to switch from building square
Minecraft gardens on the Wii U to going outside into the
great—and sometimes uncomfortable—outdoors? The
answer is, make gardening fun! Here are a slew of ideas to
help your kiddos open their minds and hearts to your green
space.

•• Get them involved. Like cooking, grocery shopping, and
even learning to drive, learning alongside Mom or Dad
and taking over smaller chores will lead to mastery over
big ones later. Have your little ones count and set seeds,
select plants, and water. Simply being asked, “What do you
think?” is a big thing.
INSET: Garden gnome.
Photo courtesy Flickr:
Ann Oro

•• Garden decor. Kids love,
adore, and cherish garden
statues. Right now, all of
mine are hiding in two
stick tepees, as the kids
were protecting them
from yard trolls. They
move around the yard,
sometimes in the spots
I put them, sometimes
wherever the kids’
imaginations transport
them. And yes, garden
gnomes are a huge hit. I
found a slew of them at
the dollar store one year
and those little dudes
travel all over our yard all summer. Other terrific decor
items can include solar lights (they are coming out with
cooler ones every year, including solar fairy light chains!),
decorative rocks, and whimsical planters. Just remember
that children are hard on things. Resin and stone hold up,
while glass and thin ceramic do not and are not good for
younger children’s spaces.
•• Water features. I wrote about this last year, but it bears
repeating. Kids are attracted to water like ducks to a pond.
Even if it’s just a bird bath or butterfly drinking pool, bring
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in water and they will want to help you care for it. Our
favorite over here is our froggy pond—truly, it’s a giant,
perpetual puddle, but I dug it out so that it’s deep enough
to weather the sun of July, and we put boards over it for
bridges and an old log for frogs and salamanders to hide
under. If you don’t already have a wet spot in your yard,
you could sink a kiddie pool down to soil level and disguise
the edges with rocks or mulch. Another simple option is the
storage tote pond. Just remember, with any water feature,
mosquitoes are an issue. Remember to change the water
often, or you can add goldfish to eat them, or purchase
biological preventative pellets to kill the larvae.

•• Cool plants. There are so many terrifically interesting plant
choices out there—let your kids choose one or two to be
their plants. Simply having ownership of their plant will
encourage them to get on out and explore. Last year we
found purple clover. Chocolate peppermint, lemon grass,
bunny tail grass, pineapple strawberries, and lemonade
blueberries—these crazy things are all actual plants we
have enjoyed in the garden!
•• A welcoming zone. Bugs, sun, and dirt. Nature is
sometimes our biggest foe, despite all the fun we can have
out there. Making sure you have the basic gear to enjoy the
outdoors is key to your kids getting engaged. A good pair
of rubber boots will protect little toes and a selection of big
floppy hats will keep off the sun and light rain showers.
Make a station by your door and have a go-to box filled
with hats, trowels, jersey gloves, sunscreen and bug spray.
You’ll all use it, and it’ll make life better.
•• Just try. The last thing I’ll leave you with is this—great
gardeners don’t have magical green thumbs. They have a
willingness to observe, a spirit to learn and try, and the
courage to murder plants until they figure them out. So, be
brave, and bold, and get out there- with your kiddos!

Valerie Shaw is a longtime plant murderer, YMCA youth
coach, goat-wrangler, and fruit tree crusader. She
encourages you to practice radical exuberance in your
own backyards this summer, and give those hard-pressed
honeybees and butterflies some great pollen. You can
email her at magicschoolcar@yahoo.com.

Eagle Bay Gardens

Weeks’

Nursery & GreeNhouses

See: 8 acres of gardens


We’ve Got it all for your GardeN!

Over 2000 hosta varieties
Rare trees & shrubs • Unusual perennials

annuals
perennials
vegetables
herbs
haNGiNG baskets
patio plaNters

Restroom & picnic tables
*Hundreds of hosta and
other plants for sale

Rt. 20, Sheridan, NY
Open most days 11AM–6 PM
Sundays 2 PM–6 PM

opeN:
8 am - 8 pm Mon-Sat • 8 am - 6 pm Sunday
5955 Shimerville Rd., Clarence Center, NY 14032
716-741-2616
www.weeksgreenhouse.com

716 792-7581 or 969-1688

Wholesale  retail

E-Mail: rblydell@gmail.com Web: www.eaglebaygardens.net/index.html

Annuals • Perennials • Hanging Baskets
Herbs • Vegetable Plants • Mulch • Stones
11170 Maple Ridge Rd., Medina NY 14103

585-798-4247 • RobertsFarmMarket.com
Open Mon - Sat 9 - 6, Sun 10 - 4

Unique
Trees

WholeSale & ReTail
Hours by Appointment
315-331-8068 • info@coldwaterpond.com
coldwaterpond.com
600 S. Marbletown Rd, Phelps, NY 14532

Seneca

Greenhouse
Bring on Spring with our beautiful
selection of annuals, perennials,
hanging baskets and garden decor.

2250 Transit Rd., near Seneca St.
West Seneca, NY 14224
716/677-0681

Come shop the largest selection of native
perennials in the state

SATURDAY • MAY 18 • 9 am - 2 pm
Check out our websites:
• lessonsfromnature.biz

od Ear

th

Flowering
Shrubs

170 Pine St.,
E. Aurora, NY 14052

Gr

Coldwater
Pond
nursery

Annual Native Plant
and Perennial sale

e

Farm Market

Lessons from Nature & Amanda’s Garden present:

Go

Roberts

Dwarf
Conifers

GeraNiums
GeraNium trees
proveN WiNNers
tropical plaNts
baGGed mulch
pottiNG soil

ee n ho

us

Visit

“adventures
in gardening”

877 LaRue Road
Clifton Springs

Open April 25 thru June 15
Monday-Saturday 10-6; Sunday 9-3

From the Garden

Flower Meets Flour
by Stacey Rowe

Y

ou’ve managed to survive
another brutal upstate
New York winter bingeing
on Netflix favorites like the Great
British Baking Show and Nailed It!
and now you’re probably wondering
how you can manifest fancy bakes in
your own kitchen. While mastering
Mary Berry’s Genoise sponge or one
of Paul Hollywood’s perfect loaves
might be daunting, rest assured, you
could infuse some decorative style
and flavor into some of your favorite
recipes with something from your
own backyard—edible flowers!
For this particular issue theme,
the focus will be on candied lilacs,
but any edible organic bloom can be treated in the same manner—for example,
pansies, violets, and rose petals. To candy the lilacs, you have two options: using
egg whites or using a simple sugar syrup if you are wary of raw egg or prefer a
vegan option. The process will be the same once you choose your method, and
when the flowers are dry you can festoon anything from cakes to hipster donuts.
We’ve provided a simple butter cookie recipe that will pair nicely with lilacs.
Start with fresh blooms that have not been treated with any pesticides
(organic). Rinse and dry well. When dry, remove the blossoms, ensuring any
greenery or stem bits are eliminated. For both methods, you will want to have
tweezers, a small paintbrush (one that is new or hasn’t been used with paint),
a paper towel, and wax paper to dry the blooms. You will need about one cup of
superfine sugar (also called caster sugar) in a bowl. In another bowl, mix one egg
white and one teaspoon water. If you are using powdered egg white (albumen),
use two level teaspoons and combine with two tablespoons of warm water until
smooth. While both mixtures work just fine, the powdered version has more
favorable reviews due to being less viscous.
Hold a blossom with the tweezers and dip the brush in the egg white mixture.
Cover the flower completely with a thin layer, then dust with superfine sugar
and place on the wax paper to dry. You can also dip the blooms, but you will want
to remove any excess egg white with a paper towel before dusting with sugar so
the blooms don’t become clumpy. You will be drying these at room temperature
overnight or longer, depending on your humidity levels.
The vegan version of mixture can be created on the stove. Heat one-fourth
cup water and a half-cup sugar in a small pot over medium heat, stir and bring
to a boil. Reduce the heat and simmer until all the sugar is dissolved—do not
caramelize! Allow the simple syrup to cool and apply to the blooms in the same
manner as above. Candied flowers should last in an airtight container for several
months and up to one year.
Stacey Rowe can be found on Twitter and Instagram as @thestaceyrowe and
online at staceyrowe.com.

Lilac Butter Squares
COOKIES
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
¾ teaspoon salt
Zest of one lemon (approximately 1 tablespoon)
2 sticks (1 cup) unsalted butter, softened
1 ¼ cups granulated sugar
2 large eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla
ICING DRIZZLE
1 cup white chocolate chips
1 cup of lavender (colored, not flavored) candy melts
2 plastic bags (or 2 pastry bags with small tips)

Whisk together flour, baking powder, salt, and zest
in a bowl. In a separate bowl, beat butter and sugar
with an electric mixer until pale and fluffy (two to four
minutes). Beat in eggs, one at a time, and then mix in
the vanilla. Add the flour mixture a little at a time until
just combined. Divide the dough in half and form two
logs and wrap each in plastic wrap. Use your hands to
square off the sides of the logs. Chill logs for about one
hour and fine tune the edges of the logs with a ruler or
by rubbing against the edge of the countertop. Return
the logs to the refrigerator for at least an hour until
firm (or overnight).
When ready to bake, prepare two cookie sheets with
parchment paper, put the oven racks in the upper
and lower thirds of the oven, and preheat oven to 350
degrees Fahrenheit. Remove log from plastic and cut
into quarter-inch slices. Arrange slices on baking sheets
one inch apart. Keep dough chilled in the plastic wrap
between batches. Bake ten to twelve minutes, switching
racks halfway through baking. Remove from oven when
edges are golden; allow to cool on the baking sheets for
a few minutes before transferring to racks. Repeat with
more slices of dough.
To decorate the cooled cookies, place the white
chocolate and purple candy melts in separate
microwave-safe bowls. Heat each in twenty to thirty
second intervals and stir until fully melted. Pour into
separate Ziploc bags and cut off the corner (about one
eighth of an inch) or fill two pastry bags fitted with
small tips. Drizzle the icing over the cookies in stripes—
the effect should be streaks of white and lavender going
across the cookie. Top each with candied lilac petals.
Allow cookies to set for about two hours.
Cookie dough will keep in the refrigerator for four
to five days or frozen up to one month. If freezing,
wrap with another layer of plastic wrap and thaw in the
refrigerator before slicing. Cookies will keep for about a
week in an airtight container.
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your one-stop
garden center
Stroll Through WNY’s Largest
Garden Center & Nursery Yard

Offering Western New York’s
largest selection of:
• Annuals & Perennials
• Hanging baskets
• Trees, shrubs,
& evergreens
• Ask about our
DIY program
• Garden art & gifts
• and much more

5799 genesee street
(3 mi. East of Transit Rd. - RT 33)

lancaster, ny 14086
(716) 683-4885
follow us on facebook

