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At the end of the day 
you should smell like dirt.
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40+ Year Mission! 
It is our greatest desire to provide our customers with top quality, well-
grown plant material at a fair and honest price. We will strive to provide 
an unmatched selection of old favorites and underused, hard-to-find items, 
along with the newest varieties on the market. We will eagerly share our 
horticultural knowledge gained from years of education and experience. 
Lastly, we offer all this in a spirit of fun and lightheartedness. 

Sara’s Garden Center | 389 East Ave. | Brockport 14420 | 585-637-4745

In our ever-increasing state of being ‘in touch’, ‘on-line’ and ‘available’, time 
spent working in the soil is even more important Taking time to capture 
and embrace what may sometimes feel like drudgery can actually have a 
profound influence on your day to day realities. Even daily ‘5-minute garden 
walk-throughs’ to pull weeds has benefits. In all the years that we have 
been here, this season has reminded me just how valuable that activity is. It 
clears the cobwebs and slows the frenzy which just makes for better overall 
performance everywhere else; so much good is gained for the body, mind 
and soul. At the end of the day smelling of dirt is a good thing so take 
a shower and wash off the grime but keep the ‘dirt feeling’ close, it will 
benefit all else you do.

Customer Appreciation Days
This annual sale is our way of thanking you! 40+ years of your patronage has 
been an absolute blessing and we can never really express how much it has 
meant and means to our ‘working and ever changing’ family here at Sara’s. 
And despite our short comings along the way, you have always been kind 
and positive towards helping us do better; from the grace you show our new 
young employees each spring, to the miss timed delivery and probably more. 
You have always continued to smile and encourage this small local business. 

Which is why we love this sale! We start with 20% off all plants and the 
sales only get better as the season progresses. And since Fall is fantastic for 
planting, we hope that you can make good use of the opportunity and get 
something special in the ground. Happy Planting and thank you so very much!

Stone Wall Follies
This follies season is a bittersweet one. The reality of John and Norman not 
being with us this fall has finally and truly sunk in. And we find ourselves 
at the end of our search…sadly we have not gotten a replacement teacher 
for the event. (This harkens back to the hustle of the first paragraph)…
not enough days in the week to fulfill all commitments. We cannot get a 
replacement to fit everyone’s schedule. On some level it is a bit of relief…
so much goes into this one weekend each year, so maybe it is time for a 
breather and the opportunity to revamp and reclaim the initial concepts. 
Are you interested in a new generation for 2020, an evolution in the follies 
and dry-stone walling? If you are into this, now is the time to let us know. 
Commitments ahead of schedule have a very powerful influence!

For details on garden event opportunities  
or any other garden-related topic,  

contact the nursery at  
585-637-4745 or kkepler@rochester.rr.com



è Increase density… 
 choke out weeds
è Improve color… 
 resist insects and grass diseases
è Improve high traffic areas… 
 reduce pesticide use

Over Seed 
YOur Lawn   

Now!

September 
is the best time to over seed.
ChOOSe frOm hIgh quaLItY varIetIeS:

Kentucky  
Bluegrass 

Tall  
Fescue

Perennial  
Rye Grass

CaLL tOdaY tO See whICh varIetY IS 
beSt fOr YOur hOme Or buSIneSS!

585-548-2552

Installation
Walkways/Patios
Flagstone
Unilock
Brick
Paverstones
Keystone
Foundation Planting
Retaining Walls
Excavation & Grading
Water Gardens
Water Features

Gardening
Mulching
Topsoil
Rototilling
Tree Planting
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Shrub Pruning
Theme Gardens
Perennial Gardens
Lawn Care
Lawn Maintenance

       Monroe County’s Oldest Nursery

Large Selection of Hardy Trees     
                                 & Shrubs

Lawn & Landscaping Services

Over 3 acres of fresh hardy nursery stock  
from the common to the hard to find.

Annuals  Perennials  Fertilizer  Seed  Bulk Mulch 
Bagged Mulch  Stone  Large Selection of Fine Pottery

Delivery & Planting Services Available

For an estimate please call (585) 244-1626

CloverNursery.com
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Located near Ellison Park

485 LANDING ROAD NORTH
(585) 482-5372

Open 7 Days a Week

C L OV E R
NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER

Est. 1927



6660 Goodrich Road • Clarence Center, NY 14032

CONTACT YOUR SOD & SEED SPECIALISTS:

FALL IS A GREAT TIME TO SOD.

WE MAKE IT EASY TO LOVE  YOUR  YARD.

716-741-2877 
800-562-2887 

lakesidesod.com
ordersodnow.com
turf@lakesidesod.com



390 Hillside Avenue
Rochester, NY 14610

585/733-8979

SUBSCRIBE! Never miss another issue to our area’s guide to everything 
gardeners want to know! Get the UGJ delivered to your door six times a 
year for just $20.00.  NEW! Subscribe for 2 years for $38.00.

               TO GIVE AS A GIFT, simply check the gift option and add  
                    your name. We’ll send a notice and start the subscription.

                 PREFER TO PAY WITH CREDIT CARD? Subscribe or  
                     renew by phone—585/733-8979—or on our website.    
                     upstategardenersjournal.com

Subscribe for:	 ❍	1 year: $20.00 ❍	2 years: $38.00
   (6 issues)  (12 issues) 

Send subscription to:
Name                                                                                                                                         
Address                                                                                                                                     
City                                                                       State                 Zip                                     

❏	This subscription is a gift from:                                                                                            

Check enclosed for:                           

S-O ’19                                                         Thank you

PUBLISHER/EDITOR: Jane F. Milliman 
MANAGING EDITOR: Debbie Eckerson 

GRAPHIC DESIGN: Cathy Monrad
TECHNICAL EDITOR: Brian Eshenaur

PROOFREADER: Sarah Koopus

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:
ELLEN ADAMS | MICHELLE SUTTON  

CAROL ANN HARLOS | CATHY MONRAD | JUDY PRICE
VALERIE SHAW | LIZ MAGNANTI | LYN CHIMERA

 

390 Hillside Avenue, Rochester, NY 14610
585/733-8979 

e-mail: info@upstategardenersjournal.com 
upstategardenersjournal.com

The Upstate Gardeners’ Journal is published six times a year.  
To subscribe, please send $20.00 to the above address.  

Magazines will be delivered via U.S. mail and/or email (in PDF 
format). We welcome letters, calls and e-mail from our readers. 

Please tell us what you think!

We appreciate your patronage of our advertisers,  
who enable us to bring you this publication. 

All contents copyright 2019, Upstate Gardeners’ Journal. 

On the cover: Crocosmia, Palmiter’s Garden Nursery, Avon,  
by Jane Milliman
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Almanac

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Fall is an ideal time to weed. 

This prevents both perennial and 
annual weeds from getting a head 
start in the spring. No time to 
weed? Cut off and discard the seed 
heads.

Watering trees and shrubs is as 
important as watering perennials, 
especially anything planted this 
season. They need to be well 
hydrated going into the winter. 
Keep all plants watered if it doesn’t 
rain at least an inch per week.

Allow annuals such as nicotiana, 
annual poppies, cleome, and 

Verbena bonariensis to drop seeds in the garden, unless you 
don’t like them!

Prevent mouse and rabbit damage to thin-barked trees and 
shrubs by installing a hardware cloth barrier that extends at 
least two feet above the anticipated snow depth. Cut any grass 
around the base of trees short to discourage nesting by these 
critters.

Add compost to your beds to improve soil texture and 
promote beneficial microbes to prepare the garden for next 
spring. If you have a compost pile, turn it. 

Late winter is the better time to prune trees and shrubs. 
Fall pruning cuts may not heal as they enter dormancy.

PERENNIALS
Move, divide, and share your oversized perennials so you 

can have one less thing to do next spring. Do this in early fall 
so the plants can establish roots. This is a good time as energy 
can go into root production rather than flower production. 

Remove and discard all diseased plant material. Do not 
place in a compost pile as some fungal spores can winter-over 
in ground litter and may re-infect plants. Disinfect your 
pruners after each cut when pruning diseased plants. Spray 
pruner blades with Lysol, dip in a 10 percent bleach solution, 
or use alcohol wipes.

Remove and destroy iris foliage to eliminate the eggs of the 
iris borer.

Mound soil around your roses when the temperature drops. 
Bring in fresh soil to avoid disturbing roots. 

Leave the seedheads of astilbe, black-eyed Susan, 
coneflower, daisy, etc. intact to provide food and shelter for 
wildlife as well as giving winter interest.

Don’t cut back grasses and plants such as red osier 
dogwood; they add to the beauty of the winter garden. 

BULBS, TUBERS, AND CORMS 
Purchase spring bulbs that are unblemished and large for their 
species. The presence of blue-green mold is not a problem 
unless it penetrates into the bulb itself.

Choose bulbs like daffodils that perennialize to save both 
time and money.

Begin planting spring bulbs. You will get better results if 
you plant when there is a month of 40 degree or above soil 
temperature (mid-September to mid-October in our area). 
This allows the bulbs to set strong roots and will give you 
better blooming.

With some bulbs it’s difficult to tell the top from the 
bottom. The skin is loose at the top and attached at the 
bottom. If you can’t tell, plant them sideways

To deter moles, voles and squirrels, put a layer of pea 
gravel or small-gauge chicken wire between the bulbs and soil 
surface.

Plant bulbs two to three times as deep as their height and a 
little deeper for naturalizing varieties.

Dig and store summer blooming tubers such as caladium 
and elephant ears before frost and tuberous begonias, cannas, 
and dahlias after foliage is blackened by frost. 
 
LAWN

September is the best time to fertilize your lawn and seed 
a new one. A top dressing of good compost is an ideal natural 
fertilizer. Overseeding bare spots helps prevent weeds in those 
areas the following year.

Remember to water the grass seeds regularly to keep the 
soil moist and choose high quality seed appropriate for your 
site.

In early September check your lawn for grubs by lifting up 
about a square foot of sod. If there are more than 10 to12 
grubs per square foot you may want to treat for grubs. First 
identify what type of grub you have so you know the proper 
treatment. Complete your grub control program by the middle 
of September. Contact your Cooperative Extension for help in 
identification and treatment options.

Keep mowing the lawn. Make the last cutting one inch 
lower than usual to prevent matting and to discourage snow 
mold.

If the leaves aren’t too thick on your lawn leave them 
there when you mow; those mulched leaves feed your lawn 
naturally. 

FRUITS, VEGETABLES, AND HERBS
Any time after the first frost through late October is a good 

time to plant garlic.
Pot up some parsley, chives, oregano, or mints to use 

What to Do in the Garden  
in September-October

ABOVE: Don’t cut 
back grasses until 
spring.

First please take the time to enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of autumn.  
This is a special time not to be missed. Now to work!
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indoors. You can also freeze or dry herbs for winter use. Be 
sure to wash off the plants. 

Pick off the tomato blossoms that won’t have time to 
develop so the nutrients go into the tomatoes already growing 
on the vine.

Plant cover crops such as peas or clover as you harvest your 
vegetables. This will reduce the need for weeding and will add 
nitrogen to the soil. Another option is to sow a cover crop 
such as rye or winter wheat in the vegetable garden. Turn it 
over in the spring.

Dig mature onions on a dry day. Store in well ventilated 
mesh bags or panty hose. 
Plant radish, kale, spinach, and lettuce seeds in early 
September as your last crops. Extend the season with floating 
row covers or cold frames. 
Pull up hot pepper plants and hang them until the peppers 
are dry. 

If you had any vegetables with fungal problems, make sure 
that area is cleaned of all plant debris and avoid planting the 
same variety in the same spot next year.

Mulch asparagus and strawberries.

MISCELLANEOUS
Bring in tender perennials such as scented geraniums and 

rosemary and any annuals you want to overwinter before you 
turn on the furnace. This cuts down on the shock of moving 
inside. 

To start annuals for next season, take cuttings from scented 
geraniums, begonias, strobilanthes, and coleus in early 
September while the plants are in their prime.

Collect seeds from open pollinated plants such as kiss-me-

over-the-garden-gate, Big Max pumpkin, and Brandywine 
tomatoes. If collecting seeds, be sure to keep them dry and 
chilled at 35 to 45 degrees.

Plant trees and shrubs now. They will have time to develop 
roots before winter sets in.

Fallen leaves are one of the most wasted natural resources 
the home gardener has. They can be chopped and used as a 
mulch to improve soil texture and to add nutrients. (Get some 
from your neighbors as well.) 

Small leaves like linden or birch trees can be spread on 
gardens directly. Larger leaves can be shredded or run over 
with your lawn mower before spreading. Avoid using black 
walnut or butternut as they can be toxic to many plants. 
Excess leaves can be composted for use next spring. They 
decompose faster if shredded first.

Begin bringing in houseplants that lived outdoors all 
summer. Wash off with a good spray of soapy water. Check for 
diseases and insects before bringing inside.

Lay out thick layers of cardboard or newspaper over areas 
that will become new beds in the spring and cover with mulch 
or compost. This will kill grasses and/or weeds as they break 
down making spring efforts easier. This is also a good method 
of controlling large masses of weeds.

Take pictures of your gardens. Make notes for next year’s 
gardens now. What worked, what didn’t, what to add, remove, 
or move etc. (You may think you will remember next year but 
you probably won’t.)

—Carol Ann Harlos and Lyn Chimera,  
Erie County Master Gardeners



From the Publisher

CLASSIFIEDS 
 
PAPERBARK MAPLE. World’s most beautiful maple. Due to health, 
must sell specimen 8-year trees 5 to 8 feet. Three-year trees 2 to 3 
feet just $10. Fifteen varieties deer-proof ferns. New “Shuttlecock” 
fern. Bloodgood and coral bark Japanese maples, mimosas, hostas. 
Wholesale prices. Call Howard Ecker at 585-671-2397 for appoint-
ment.  
 
DAYLILIES. Daylilies are outstanding, carefree perennials. We grow 
and sell over 225 top-rated award-winning varieties in many colors 
and sizes in our Rochester garden. We are also an official national 
daylily society display garden. We welcome visitors to see the flowers 
in bloom from June to September. Call 585/461-3317.  
 
PURE, NATURAL, LOCAL HONEY. Award-winning small scale apiary 
by Lake Ontario. SeawayTrailHoney.com   585-820-6619 

THE SEASON OF  

GARDENING MISHAPS
This spring and early summer, I 

started a small landscaping project 
that involved removing all of the 
lawn from my city-sized back yard. 
I’m slowly adding some hardscaping 
back there, but there’s lots and lots of 
bare earth. In July, I went away for a 
week. I’ve been gardening for a long 
time; I know what happens when you 
do that. Did I mulch? No! Put down 
some preemergent herbicide? No! 
Weed cloth? Don’t be silly! No, I just left all of that lovely soil exposed to 
the elements, and when I got back, the entire place was crabgrass up to 
my knees. UGH. 

Concurrently, a generous friend had offered me some cool plants—I 
only needed to come get them. When I say cool plants, I mean Japanese 
forest grass (expensive) and Eurpoean wild ginger (expensive and 
difficult to find). All I had to do was help dig up some giant miscanthus 
she wanted gone—and I could take some or all of that if I wanted, as 
well. Not having access to another vehicle, I put all of these plants into 
my convertible with the oversized grass in a garbage bag, buckled into 
the passenger seat. Of course I couldn’t put the top up—it doesn’t work 
that well, for one thing, and the grass was much too tall regardless. So 
I drove off with its strappy leaves whipping me incessantly, relentlessly, 
and painfully in the face, arms, and legs. By the time I arrived home, I 
had developed quite the itchy rash. I decided against installing any of 
that in my garden. 

I did divide up the hakonechloa and ginger (in tiny portions in order 
to get the most bang for my itchy buck) and excitedly planted them. I 
was vigilant about watering in the weeks following and excited to watch 
them settle in. It looked like they all would take. 

It turned out that the same time away that allowed the crabgrass 
in back to flourish resulted, due to a lack of watering, in the demise in 
almost all of those hard-earned plants. The ginger, certainly, gone. The 
grasses might come back. Some of them. Maybe.

But fall is for planting! And my friend has more hakonechloa and 
Europen wild ginger to give. So I’ll try, try again. It what we gardeners do. 



 
Ithaca, NY

Cayuga 
Landscape

Irregular Flagstone Patio + Fire Pit with 
View Across Cayuga Lake

2712 N. Triphammer Rd.
607-257-3000  

www.cayugalandscape.com
Left: Bluestone Pattern Flagstone Walk to 
Pleached Hornbeam Courtyard

Entering our 41st Year of Landscape Beautification  

Garden Center Hours:
MON-FRI 8–6, SAT 9–5, SUN 10–4
Design Office Hours: 
MON-FRI 8–5

Central New York’s Premier Designer+Builder 
of Breathtaking Outdoor Spaces

Left: Our delightfully diverse garden center

Garden Center Open
Monday - Friday  8am - 6pm
Saturday  9am - 5pm 
Sunday  10am - 4pm

2712 N. Triphammer Road
607-257-3000
www.cayugalandscape.com

Horticultural Specialists
Extensive selections of rare 

varieties.  Cranesbill, Nepeta, 
Peonies, Heuchera, Sedum, 

Veronica and so much more.

Our delightfully diverse garden center

Eryngium amethystinum

Botanical Gardens
Buffalo and Erie County

www.buffalogardens.com

Horticulture 
Classes

Start Sept 7

Train Exhibit
Nov 29 - Jan 5

Mum Exhibit
Oct 5 - Nov 3

Poinsettias
Nov 29 - Jan 5

H.A.Treichler  
& Sons

“We Grow Our Own”
A Family Tradition Since 1854

We Have Mums!...Mums!...Mums!

2687 Saunders Settlement Rd. (Rte. 31), Sanborn

716/731-9390

Don’t forget our  
Senior Discount  

every Wednesday!

Military Discounts Daily

Open 7 Days a Week 9 am to 5 pm

Gift Certificates Available
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by  Valerie Shaw

A Visit to Ballantyne Gardens

Seasonal Stakeout

When you think of gardening, using your ears is 
one of the last approaches that might come to 
mind, but at Ballantyne Gardens in Liverpool, 

what you hear is just as important as all the other senses. 
There’s the sweet hum of happy, busy bees, bumbling from 
flower to flower with big, plump, pollen-pants. There’s 
the splashing of a beautiful pond and several water plant 
pools; and the swish of tall, strong perennials perfect for 
this climate. There’s even a contented cluck-cluck-cluck 
of vigilant hens, scouting along beneath flowerpots to 
eliminate pests. 

My family and I discovered Ballantyne Gardens recently 
while on my customary birthday plant hunt. Although the 
nursery is not vast, we spent nearly an hour there, and left 
feeling we had enjoyed an adventure. From the moment 
you pull into the small parking lot, your eyes feast. The 
aesthetic of the gardens are inspiring, intriguing, and thick 
with the joy of life. Multiple little buildings are nestled 
along the winding rows of beautiful plants, and there are 

secrets to discover all over the place. These gardens do what 
many gardens aspire to: They delight. 

If you are looking for native plants strong enough to 
weather our summer humidity and frigid winters and 
create the kind of yard that people slow down for, here is 
where you can find them. Thanks to organic practices and 
an understanding of working with our weather, Tim and 
Lisa Ballantyne offer plants that will not only thrive here 
in upstate New York, but also encourage pollinators to 
flock to your gardens. If you need information, the folks 
there take the time to talk. I enjoyed Tim’s excitement as 
he pointed out a stand of milkweed growing by the rain 
spouts. He made sure we could show our children the 
cute, plump Monarch butterfly caterpillars. Both Tim and 
Lisa are Cornell Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners, 
actively engaged in learning the newest growing methods 
and gardening trends. With degrees in horticulture and 
landscaping, this gardening team has plenty of skill and 
knowledge and are on point for organic gardening. 

LEFT:  
Bald-face hornet 
collects nectar from a 
doublefile viburnum 

RIGHT:  
Unique signage
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LEFT:  
Pond plants

RIGHT:  
Flower tower

INSET:  
Hens

Started in 1997, Ballantyne Gardens has grown and 
flourished. With a “customers come first” attitude and 
a gentle, organic approach, Ballantyne is a nursery that 
local folks love. Even in the 
cooler months, the nursery is 
busy. There are houseplants of 
all kinds, statues, garden decor, 
seeds, and tools, in addition to 
a wonderfully whimsical—and 
plentiful—selection of fairy 
garden items. The Ballantynes 
work closely with the Liverpool 
library, offering classes like wreath 
making, terrarium building, and 
herb gardens. They also give 
presentations to local groups and 
have hosted bus trips to various 
amazing gardening adventures, 
including the New York Botanical 
Gardens, the Philadelphia Flower 
show, and other New England destinations. You can follow 
Ballantyne Gardens on Facebook or check out their blog on 
their website. 

What I enjoy most about Ballantyne was the overall 
loveliness. It is the kind of place that curious gardeners 
can get lost in, be inspired by, and discover treasure. I went 

home that day with some native 
plants for my pollinator friends; a 
vigorous, highly coveted rose plant 
for my birthday; and some warm, 
fuzzy memories of very friendly 
folks and their delightful gardens. 

You can visit Ballantyne 
Gardens at their website, 
ballantynegardens.com or, better 
yet, hop in your car, and take a 
drive on over. They’re located at 
4825 Hopkins Road in Liverpool. 

Valerie Shaw is a long time 
garden-center aficionado. Valerie 
lives in West Monroe, NY, with her 

husband, two kids, Harvey the wondermutt, and a platoon 
of compost-making goats and poultry.

https://ballantynegardens.com/


• GIFT SHOP •

Visit the
Grillmasters

at  
MILEAGE MASTER CENTER
2488 Browncroft Blvd.

586-1870

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9:00am-5:00pm; Sat. 9:00am-4:00pm

Bee in 
the Garden

We have a great selection of  wood chips & charcoal year ‘round

Genesis II E 335
 Models now on Display

Need a new grill  
for the  

Thanksgiving turkey? 

Ready for  
tailgating season?

We sell and fill
propane tanks  
year ’round.

Color your yard this fall.
Stop by and browse our

huge selection of mums.

We’ve been growing for more than 40 years.
 Locally grown, locally owned, locally Lucas.

23 Pannell Circle • Fairport, NY 14450

585.223.8951 • LucasGH.com 
Tuesday - Sunday 9am - 4pm

Mums
the word

this fall.

Growing the Highest Quality Plants Since 1922.

Fresh 
 From Our Greenhouses

Garden Mums, Fall Bulbs,  
Foliage Plants, Pumpkins,  

& Autumn Decor

2722 Clinton Street
West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 822-9298

MAXSEA combines the best of nature 
and technology. We blend the finest 
natural seaweed with important 
secondaries, micronutrients and the 
purest plant foods available.

The resulting complexes are remark-
ably effective, easy-to-use concen-
trates that dissolve instantly and 
completely in water... for fast acting, 
immediate results. In solution, 

MAXSEA's natural brown granules 
turn dark seaweed green and have 
the fresh, clean aroma of the sea... a 
pleasure to use and completely safe 
for the environment.

Professional growers and home 
gardeners alike tell us our MAXSEA 
plant foods are the finest available 
anywhere. We're very proud of that.

Find a retail dealer location near you by visiting: www.maxsea-plant-food.com
Interested in becoming a dealer? Contact your Sales Rep:

Tom Suffoletto / Toms Greenworks 716-225-6891 / tom@tomsgreenworks.com

MAXSEA
Soluble Seaweed Plant Foods 

MAXSEA 

16-16-16

ALL PURPOSE

PLANT FOOD

MAXSEA 

3-20-20

BLOOM

PLANT FOOD

MAXSEA 

14-18-14

ACID

PLANT FOOD

 G O O D  F O R  Y O U R  P L A N T S  
A N D  K I N D  T O  T H E  E A R T H



Voting ends on October 4, 2019. 

Voting is now open for the  
9th Annual Upstate Gardeners’ Journal

Winter Photo Contest!

Choose your favorite shots from more than 70 entries at 
upstategardenersjournal.com/winter-photo-contest/

Winners to be announced in the  
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal November-December issue.

 
10820 Transit Road 

East Amherst  
(716) 636-7824 

 

 

Mums • pumpkins • gourds •  
apples • cider • squash • fall crops 

 

FREE Halloween Village for our 
customers with purchase 

Scarecrow Village 

Badding Bros 
and garden center 
Farm Market 

Coldwater 
Pond 

nursery

Dwarf  
Conifers 

Flowering 
Shrubs

Unique 
Trees

Hours by Appointment
315-331-8068 • info@coldwaterpond.com

coldwaterpond.com
600 S. Marbletown Rd, Phelps, NY 14532

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

Fall Patio Pots . Mums
Ornamental Kale & Peppers 

Winter Pansies

Fall Patio Pots . Mums
Ornamental Kale & Peppers 

Winter Pansies

Full-service Florist
716.632.1290
Full-service Florist 
716.632.1290

Delivery
Available 
Delivery
Available 

118 South Forest Road, Williamsville, NY 14221
(between Main and Wehrle)

www.mischlersflorist.com

Builda   Scarecrow
& Spooky

Mini Garden
Fri., Sept. 20 & Sat., Sept. 21

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
118 S. Forest Rd., Williamsville NY 14221

Celebrating
Oktoberfest in the Village
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Calendar

BUFFALO                       

REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of WNY meets 

the third Tuesday of the month, March—December, 
at 7pm, Greenfield Health & Rehab Facility, 5949 
Broadway, Lancaster. September 18: Painting Party. 
October 1: Winterizing Your Garden. judyoneil1945@
gmail.com.

Alden Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of 
the month (except July & August) at 7pm, Alden 
Community Center, West Main Street, Alden. New 
members and guests welcome. Plant sale each May. 
716/937-7924.

Amana Garden Club meets the second Wednesday 
of the month (except January) at Ebenezer United 
Church of Christ, 630 Main Street, West Seneca. 
Visitors welcome. 716/844-8543; singtoo@aol.com. 

Amherst Garden Club meets the fourth Wednesday of 
the month (except December, March, July & August) 
at 10am, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Main Street, 
Williamsville. New members and guests welcome. 
716/836-5397.

Bowmansville Garden Club meets the first Monday of 
the month (except June, July, August & December) 
at 7pm, Bowmansville Fire Hall, 36 Main Street, 
Bowmansville. New members and guests welcome.  
For more information 716/361-8325.

Buffalo Area Daylily Society. East Aurora Senior Center, 
101 King Street, East Aurora. Friendly group who 
get together to enjoy daylilies. Plant Sales, May & 
August. Open Gardens, June–August. Facebook.

Buffalo Bonsai Society meets the third Wednesday of 
the month at 7pm, Buffalo Botanical Gardens, 2655 
South Park Ave., Buffalo. buffalobonsaisociety.com.

Federated Garden Clubs NYS – District 8. 
Nancy Kalieta, Director, nancyk212@aol.com. 
gardenclubsofwny.com.

Friends of Kenan Herb Club meets the fourth Monday 
of the month at 6pm (January–March), 5:30pm (April–
November), Kenan Center for the Arts, 433 Locust 
Street, Lockport. Meeting dates, times and campus 
locations: kenancenter.org/affiliates.asp; 716/433-
2617. 

Garden Club of the Tonawandas meets the third 
Thursday of the month at 7pm, Tonawanda City Hall, 
Community Room.

Garden Friends of Clarence meets the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, September–June, 
Town Park Clubhouse, 10405 Main Street, Clarence. 
gardenfriendsofclarence@hotmail.com.

Hamburg Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at noon, Hamburg Community Center, 107 
Prospect Avenue, Hamburg. Summer garden tours. 
716/649-6789; lonabutler4@gmail.com.

Kenmore Garden Club meets the second Tuesday 
of the month (except July & August) at 10:00am, 
Kenmore United Methodist Church, 32 Landers 
Road, Kenmore. New members and guests welcome. 
ewpinkposies1@gmail.com. 

Ken-Sheriton Garden Club meets the second Tuesday 
of the month (except January) at 7pm, St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, 576 Delaware Road, Kenmore. 
Monthly programs, artistic design and horticulture 
displays. New members and guests welcome. 
716/833-8799; dstierheim@gmail.com.

Lancaster Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of 
the month (except January, July & August) at 7pm, St. 
John Lutheran Church, 55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster. 
September 11: Drying Natural Flowers, 6:30pm. 
October 9: Decorative Wooden Signs, 6:30pm. All are 
welcome. 716/685-4881.

Niagara Frontier Koi and Pond Club meets the second 
Friday of the month at 7pm, Zion United Church, 15 
Koening Circle, Tonawanda.

Niagara Frontier Orchid Society (NFOS) meets the first 
Tuesday following the first Sunday (dates sometimes 
vary due to holidays, etc.), September–June, 
Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo. 
niagarafrontierorchids.org.

Orchard Park Garden Club meets the first Thursday 
of the month at 12pm, Orchard Park Presbyterian 
Church, 4369 South Buffalo Street, Orchard Park. 
Contact: Sandra Patrick, 716/662-2608.

Ransomville Garden Club meets the third Wednesday 
or Saturday of the month at 5:45pm, Ransomville 
Community Library, 3733 Ransomville Road, 
Ransomville. Meetings are open to all. Community 
gardening projects, educational presentations, June 
plant sale. bbonnie2313@gmail.com. 

Silver Creek-Hanover Garden Club meets the second 
Saturday of the month at 11am, Silver Creek Senior 
Center, 1823 Lake Road (Rte. 5), Silver Creek. 
edlorrie@yahoo.com; Facebook. 

South Town Gardeners meets the second Friday of the 
month (except January) at 9:30am, West Seneca. New 
members welcome.

Town and Country Garden Club of LeRoy meets the 
second Wednesday of the month (except February) 
at 6:30pm, First Presbyterian Church, 7 Clay Street, 
LeRoy. New members and guests are welcome. 
585/768-2712; ritawallace005@gmail.com; Facebook.

Western New York Herb Study Group meets the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Buffalo 
and Erie County Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park 
Avenue, Buffalo.

Western New York Honey Producers, Inc. Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Erie County, 21 South 
Grove Street, East Aurora. wnyhpa.org.

Western New York Hosta Society. East Aurora Senior 
Center, 101 King Street, East Aurora. Meetings with 
speakers, newsletter, sales. Hosta teas first Saturday 
of July, August, September. h8staman@aol.com; 
wnyhosta.com.

Western New York Hosta Society Breakfast Meetings, 
a friendly get-together, first Saturday (winter months 
only) at 10am, Forestview Restaurant, Depew. 
wnyhosta.com.

Western NY Iris Society usually meets the first Sunday 
of the month (when Iris are not in bloom), 1–4pm, 
at the Lancaster Public Library, 5466 Broadway, 
Lancaster. Information about acquiring and growing 
irises (bearded & non-bearded) and complimentary 
perennials, annual flower show & summer iris sale. 
Guests welcome716/837-2285; drsnooks@twc.com. 

Western New York Rose Society meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7pm, St. Stephens-
Bethlehem United Church of Christ, 750 Wehrle 
Drive, Williamsville. wnyrosesociety.net.

Youngstown Garden Club meets the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, First Presbyterian 
Church, 100 Church Street, Youngstown. 

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for 

children and families.

September 7: Fall Garden Fair. Lockwood’s 
Greenhouses, 4484 Clark Street, Hamburg. 716/649-
4684; weknowplants.com.

September 7: Fall Garden Gala, 10am–1pm. Indoor 
and outdoor plants, including mums. Auction, free 
soil pH testing. Presented by Genesee County Master 
Gardeners. CCE/GC 

September 7: Landscape Solutions with Native Plants, 
2–4pm. $7. Registration required. BMAC 

September 7–October 26: Horticulture I Certificate 
Program, 6 Saturdays, 11am–1pm. Taught by David 
Clark, Horticulturist & CNLP. Botany 101, Plant 
Propagation, Pest Management & Disease, Shrubs & 
Trees, Annuals & Perennials, Garden Design. Series: 
$108 members; $138 non-members. Single class: $18 
members; $23 non-members. Registration required. 
BECBG

September 10: Ecological Lawn Care, 7–8pm. 
Instructors: Brian Eshenaur, Cornell University Healthy 
Lawn Care Program & Jane Vohwinkel. Public: $15 
class / $40 for 3 classes; Master Gardeners: $10 
class / $25 for 3 classes (see September 18 & 26). 
Registration required. CCE/EC 

September 10–12: Food Preservation Workshop. 
Learn how to preserve your harvest safely. Topics 
covered include high acid canning, low acid canning, 
jam & jelly making and preserving, quick pickles 
and fermented products, freezing and dehydration. 
Instructors: Judy Price and Diane Whitten, CCE 
Home Food Preservation experts. Registration 
required: Emily Reynolds, eck47@cornell.edu. Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Chautauqua County, Falconer. 

September 10–October 1: Beginner Watercolor, 4 
Tuesdays, 8:45–11:15am. Series: $68 members; $76 
non-members. Single session: $17 members; $19 
non-members. Registration required. BECBG

September 10–October 1: Intermediate Watercolor, 
4 Tuesdays, 5:45–7:45pm. Series: $60 members; $68 
non-members. Single session: $15 members; $17 
non-members. Registration required. BECBG

September 11–October 2: Beginner Watercolor, 4 
Wednesdays, 5:45–8:15pm. Series: $68 members; 
$76 non-members. Single session: $17 members; $19 
non-members. Registration required. BECBG

September 18: Senior Stroll, 10am. Enjoy a leisurely 
guided walk through the woods. Adults only. Free. 
Registration required. REIN  

September 18: Composting for the Home Gardener, 
7–8pm. Instructor: Emere Nieves. Public: $15 class / 
$40 for 3 classes; Master Gardeners: $10 class / $25 
for 3 classes (see September 10 & 26). Registration 
required. CCE/EC 

September 20: Gala at the Gardens, 6pm. Enjoy 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and a catered dinner on 
the grounds plus a live auction. $175; sponsorships 
available. Reservation required. BECBG 

F- September 21: Fall Festival, 10am–4pm. Hands-
on activities, food, live music, crafts for kids & live 
animals. Free. REIN  

FREQUENT HOSTS                                                                                      

BECBG: Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14218. 716/827-1584; 
buffalogardens.com.

BMAC: Beaver Meadow Audubon Center, 1610 Welch Road, North Java, NY 14113. 585/457-3228; 800/377-
1520; buffaloaudubon.org. 

CCE/EC: Cornell Cooperative Extension, Erie County, 21 South Grove Street, East Aurora, NY 14052. 
716/652-5400 x177; mgerie@cornell.edu; erie.cce.cornell.edu. 

REIN: Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 Honorine Drive, Depew, NY 14043. 716/683-5959; dec.ny.gov.

Calendar
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September 26: Deer Resistant Plants for WNY 
Gardens, 7–8pm. Instructors: Carol Ann Harlos & 
Lyn Chimera. Public: $15 class / $40 for 3 classes; 
Master Gardeners: $10 class / $25 for 3 classes (see 
September 10 & 18). Registration required. CCE/EC 

F- September 28: Tree ID & Forest Pest Walk, 
10am. Learn basic tree identification, signs of 
insect infestation and more. Ages 12 – adult. Free. 
Registration required. REIN  

October 2: Tree Academy Municipal Workshop – Tree 
Pruning for Tree Workers, 9am–3:30pm. Lunch 
included. Advance registration required. Draves 
Arboretum, 1821 Sharrick Road, Darien Center. 
dravesarboretum@rochester.rr.com.

October 5: Woods Walk – Nature Guide’s Choice, 
11am. Guided nature walk through the woods. Free. 
REIN  

F- October 5: Fungi with A Fun Gal, 2pm. Indoor 
presentation followed by guided outdoor fungus 
foray. Ages 10 – adult. Free. Registration required. 
REIN  

October 5–November 3: Mum Exhibit. During regular 
open hours. BECBG

October 8–29: Beginner Watercolor, 4 Tuesdays, 8:45–
11:15am. Series: $68 members; $76 non-members. 
Single session: $17 members; $19 non-members. 
Registration required. BECBG

October 8–29: Intermediate Watercolor, 4 Tuesdays, 
5:45–7:45pm. Series: $60 members; $68 non-
members. Single session: $15 members; $17 non-
members. Registration required. BECBG

October 9–30: Beginner Watercolor, 4 Wednesdays, 
5:45–8:15pm. Series: $68 members; $76 non-
members. Single session: $17 members; $19 non-
members. Registration required. BECBG

October 12: Natural Products Workshop – Green 
Cleaning, 10:30am. Learn about natural cleaning 
products for the home while making a natural cleaner 
to take home. $3 members; $5 non-members. 
Registration required. REIN  

October 16: Senior Stroll, 10am. See description 
under September 18. Adults only. Free. Registration 
required. REIN  

October 19: Autumn Colors, 10am. Guided woods 
walk. Free. Registration required. REIN  

October 19: Zoar Valley Autumn Hike, 10am–2pm. 
Led by Naturalist Mark Carra. Meet: Springville 
Tops. Bring lunch. Donations. Advance registration 
required. BMAC 

October 19: Woods Walk – Nature Guide’s Choice, 
11am. See description under October 5. Free. REIN  

F- October 26: Trick-or-Treat Adventure Hike, 
1–3pm. All ages. Costumes welcome. $7. Advance 
registration required. BMAC 

November 2–January 18: Horticulture II Certificate 
Program, 6 Saturdays, 11am–1pm. Taught by David 
Clark, Horticulturist & CNLP. Soil Science; Advanced 
Plant Propagation; Hydroponics; Water Gardening; 
Practical Principles of Pruning; Introduction to 
Landscape Design. Series: $108 members; $138 
non-members. Single class: $18 members; $23 non-
members. Registration required. BECBG

November 16: Christmas Open House. Lockwood’s 
Greenhouses, 4484 Clark Street, Hamburg. 716/649-
4684; weknowplants.com.

November 16: Natural Products Workshop – Personal 
Care, 10:30am. Learn to make natural personal care 
products and how to make choices that are better 
for the environment. Participants will make a lip balm 
or deodorant to take home. $3 members; $5 non-
members. Registration required. REIN  

November 16: Woods Walk – Nature Guide’s Choice, 
11am. See description under October 5. Free. REIN  

SAVE THE DATE…
November 23: Thanksgiving Centerpiece Workshop, 

1:30pm. Learn tips for plant identification while 
creating a fall-themed centerpiece. $7 members; $10 
non-members. Registration required. REIN  

ITHACA                            
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
Adirondack Chapter, North American Rock Garden 

Society (ACNARGS) meets the third Saturday of the 
month (except in summer) at 1pm, Whetzel Room, 
404 Plant Science Building, Cornell University, Ithaca. 
Meetings are open to all. 607/269-7070; acnargs.org; 
Facebook.com/acnargs.

Auraca Herbarists, an herb study group, usually meets 
the second Tuesday of the month at noon, Cornell 
Botanic Gardens, Ithaca. Brownbag lunch at noon 
followed by the program and herb of the month. 
Field trips during the growing season. All are 
welcome. Contact: Pat Curran, pc21@cornell.edu. 

Elmira Garden Club meets the first Thursday of the 
month, April–December, at 6pm, 426 Fulton Street, 
Elmira. Annual plant sale, workshops, monthly 
meetings, local garden tours and community 
gardening services. Karen Coletta, 607/731-8320; 
Facebook.

Finger Lakes Native Plant Society meets the third 
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Unitarian Church 
annex, corner of Buffalo & Aurora, Ithaca. Enter side 
door on Buffalo Street & up the stairs. 607/257-4853. 

Windsor NY Garden Group meets the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month at 10am, members’ 
homes or Windsor Community House, 107 Main 
Street, Windsor. windsorgardengroup.suerambo.com. 

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for 

children and families.

September 12: Advanced Compost II, 6–7:30pm. 
Compost’s helpful role in the soil plus testing & use. 
$5. Registration required. CCE/TOM

September 19: Advanced Compost III, 6–7:30pm. 
Troubleshooting & advanced techniques. $5. 
Registration required. CCE/TOM

September 22: Garden & Arboretum Hike, 10am–
12:30pm. Enjoy an extended hike while learning 
about the plant collections and landscapes of the 
gardens. Terrain includes slopes and stairs. Rain or 
shine. $5-10 suggested donation. CB

September 23: Harvest Sips & Samples – A Fall 
Equinox Tour, 5–7pm. Walk through the garden 
beds, learn about the Equinox, seasonal plant lore 
and sustainable home vegetable gardening while 
sampling fresh vegetables and local hard ciders. Ages 
21 and up; ID required. $10 members; $15 non-
members. Registration required. CBG

F- October 5: Worm Composting Bin, 10am–12pm. 
Learn how worms make compost while disposing 
of food scraps. Participants will take home a bin & 
starter population of worms. $10 per household. 
Registration required. CCE/TOM

October 9: Lecture – Wild at Cornell with Hilton 
Carter, 7:30pm. Hilton Carter, interior plant stylist & 
author, started with one plant, a fiddle-leaf fig named 
Frank. The author of Wild at Home: How to Style and 
Care for Beautiful Plants will share how he now cares 
for and styles the 300+ plants in his home and studio. 
Alice Statler Auditorium, 7 East Avenue, Ithaca. CBG

October 19: Garden & Arboretum Hike, 10am–
12:30pm. See description under September 22. Rain 
or shine. $5-10 suggested donation. CBG

November 23: Bokashi Composting Workshop, 
10am–12pm. Learn about this Japanese composting 
technique that involves natural fermentation. $10 per 
household. Registration required. CCE/TOM

ROCHESTER                            
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
7th District Federated Garden Clubs New York 

State, Inc. meets the first Wednesday of the month. 
7thdistrictfgcnys.org.

African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Rochester 
meets the first Wednesday of the month (except 
in summer), 7–9pm, Messiah Church, 4301 Mount 
Read Blvd., Rochester. September 4: African Violet 
Boot Camp. October 2: Hands-on Potting Workshop. 
November 6: Basic Gesneriad Care. December 
4: Holiday Party. All are welcome. Stacey Davis, 
585/426-5665; stacey.davis@rit.edu; avgsr.org. 

Big Springs Garden Club of Caledonia-Mumford 
meets the second Monday evening of the month, 
September–November, January–May. New members 
and guests welcome. 585/314-6292; mdolan3@
rochester.rr.com; Facebook.

Bloomfield Garden Club meets the third Thursday of 
the month (except May, July & August) at 11:45am, 
Veterans Park, 6910 Routes 5 & 20, Bloomfield. 
New members and guests welcome. 585/657-4489; 
kjmonrad@frontiernet.net.

Bonsai Society of Upstate New York meets the 
fourth Tuesday of the month at the Brighton 
Town Park Lodge, Buckland Park, 1341 Westfall 
Road, Rochester. 585/334-2595; Facebook; 
bonsaisocietyofupstateny.org. 

Country Gardeners of Webster meets the second 
Monday of the month (except Februrary, July & 
August) at 7pm at various locations. All aspects of 
gardening covered, outside speakers, projects, visits 
to local gardens, community gardening involvement. 
Includes coffee and social time. Guests welcome. 
585/265-4762. 

Creative Gardeners of Penfield meets the second 
Monday of the month at 9:15am (except July & 
August), Penfield United Methodist Church, 1795 
Baird Road, Penfield. Visitors welcome. Call 585/385-
2065 if interested in attending a meeting. 

Fairport Garden Club meets the third Thursday 
evening of each month (except August & January). 
Accepting new members. fairportgc@gmail.com; 
fairportgardenclub.com.

Garden Club of Brockport meets the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, Jubilee Church, 
3565 Lake Road, Brockport. Speakers, hands-on 
sessions. Georgie: 585/964-7754; georgietoates@
yahoo.com.

Garden Club of Mendon meets the third Tuesday of 
the month, 10am–1pm, Mendon Community Center, 
167 North Main Street, Honeoye Falls. Work on 
community gardens and gather new ideas in a casual, 
social environment. 585/624-8182; joanheaney70@
gmail.com.

Garden Path of Penfield meets the third Wednesday 
of the month, September–May at 7pm, Penfield 
Community Center, 1985 Baird Road, Penfield. 
Members enjoy all aspects of gardening; new 
members welcome. gardenpathofpenfield@gmail.com.

FREQUENT HOSTS                                                                                      

CCE/TOM: Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
Tompkins County, 615 Willow Avenue, Ithaca, 
NY 14850. 607/272-2292; ccetompkins.org.

CBG: Cornell Botanic Gardens, 1 Plantations 
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850. Inquire ahead for 
meeting locations. 607/254-7430; km274@
cornell.edu; cornellbotanicgardens.org.



U Pick Apples Starting early September.  
Call for varieties

Nursery Open:  Monday – Friday 8-5 
                       Saturday & Sunday 9-5 

After Oct. 31st, open by chance or appointment

Mail: 1104 Auburn Rd., Groton, NY 13073 
(Rte. 34  in N. Lansing bet. Ithaca & Auburn) 

Tel: 607-533-4653   email: info@bakersacres.net 
www.bakersacres.net

Largest grower of perennials 
and herbs in Central New York

20 Display Gardens to View 

Amanda’s Garden presents:

Flowers and Foliage
Saturday, September 28, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

• Beautiful native plants ready to plant for next year’s garden
• Autumn decorations • Demonstrations & tours

• Leaf rubbing station for kids!

Amanda’s Garden Perennial Nursery
8030 Story Road

Dansville, NY 14437
(585)750-6288

Email: amandasgarden@frontiernet.net  
 Website: www.amandagarden.com

*Blooms Last Longer
*Foliage Stays Cleaner

*Roots Need Less Water

Our Hydrangeas are Always

25% OFF
When You Buy ANY 3 or More

PLANT THEM
I N   T H E

FALL
FOR HAPPIER, HEALTHIER HYDRANGEAS...



Rinox pavers and walls at

R.T. Masters Stone Co.
975 Empire Blvd., Rochester NY 14609

585.482.6560

For Your Garden JEFF KOOPUS 
Cabinet & Chair Maker

jskoopus.com  • 207/687-2108

Cross Point Studio
132 Cross Point Road, Edgecomb ME 04556

 Fall Sale–September 14 & 15 

- Door Prizes & sPecials -
- 50¢ Hot Dogs on saturDay -

 Browse our 6½ acres  

• flowering shrubs

• one of a kind rockery

• specimen trees

• perennials for shade & sun

• statuary & pottery

• treasures galore for inside & out

 Landscaping Available  

• flagstone patios and stone walls

• foundation & border plantings

• cleanups & tree installations

LLenroc Landscaping, Inc.
11753 East Main St.  

East Aurora, NY • (716) 652-8969 

like us on Facebook!

Lockwood’s Garden Center 
4484 Clark St., Hamburg, NY 14075

(716) 649-4684

Quality Perennials, Shrubs & Trees 
for Excellent Fall Color

❀

Winter Pansies~Fall Mums~Flowering Kale
❀

Unusual Gourds and Exotic Pumpkins
❀

Fresh Cut Bouquets from Our Farm

❀ 12th Annual Fall Festival ❀
Saturday, September 7, 9am – 5pm

Music, Classes, Food, Vendors and Plant Specials

See www.WeKnowPlants.com for details

Experience Awesome  
              Autumn Color

at Lockwood’s
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Gates Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the 
month (except July & August) at 6:30pm, Gates Town 
Annex, 1605 Buffalo Road, Rochester. New members 
and guests welcome. 585/429-5996; may@gmail.com.

Genesee Region Orchid Society (GROS) meets the 
first Monday following the first Sunday of the month 
(September–December; February–May), Jewish 
Community Center, 1200 Edgewood Avenue, 
Rochester. GROS is an affiliate of the American 
Orchid Society (AOS) and Orchid Digest Corporation. 
facebook.com/geneseeorchid; geneseeorchid.org.

Genesee Valley Hosta Society meets the second 
Thursday of the month, April–October, at Eli 
Fagan American Legion Post, 260 Middle Road, 
Henrietta. 585/538-2280; sebuckner@frontiernet.net; 
geneseevalleyhosta.com.

Greater Rochester Iris Society (GRIS) meets Sundays at 
2pm, dates vary, St. John’s Episcopal Church Hall, 11 
Episcopal Avenue, Honeoye Falls. October 5: Hugh 
Stout, Hybridizer from Oklahoma. October 13: Fall, 
Winter & Early Spring Garden Care & Bulb Iris. Public 
welcome. 585/266-0302; thehutchings@mac.com.

Greater Rochester Perennial Society (GRPS) meets the 
first Thursday of each month at 7pm, Twelve Corners 
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 1200 South 
Winton Road, Rochester, except in summer when 
it tours members’ gardens. 585/467-1678; smag@
rochester.rr.com; rochesterperennial.com.

Greater Rochester Rose Society meets the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7pm, First Unitarian Church, 
220 Winton Road South, Room 110, Rochester. 
July meeting is a garden tour. 585/694-8430; 
rochrosesociety@gmail.com; Facebook.

Henrietta Garden Club meets the second Wednesday 
of the month (except May–August & December) 
at 6:30pm, Department of Public Works Building, 
405 Calkins Road, Henrietta. October 9: Warner 
Castle & Gardens with Milli Piccione. November 
13: Eating Wild Plants with Karen Evans. Guests 
welcome. Handicap accessible. 585/889-1547; 
henriettagardenclub.org. 

Holley Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the 
month at 7pm, Holley Presbyterian Church. 585/638-
6973. 

Hubbard Springs Garden Club of Chili meets the third 
Monday of the month at 7pm, Chili Senior Center, 
3235 Chili Avenue, Rochester. dtoogood@rochester.
rr.com. 

Ikebana International Rochester Chapter 53 meets 
the third Thursday of each month (except December 
and February) at 10am, First Baptist Church, Hubbell 
Hall, 175 Allens Creek Road, Rochester. September 
19: Ichiyo School of Ikebana Demonstration & 
Workshop and How to Start a Bonsai. October 17: 
Sogetsu Demonstration by Faye Phillips and Mini 
Containers for Holiday Arrangements. October 19: 
Ikebana Exhibit, see Calendar (below). 585/301-
6727; 585/402-1772; rochesterikebana@gmail.com; 
ikebanarochester.org.

Kendall Garden Club meets the first Wednesday of the 
month at 7pm, Kendall Town Hall. 585/ 370-8964.

Klemwood Garden Club of Webster meets the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 7pm (except January & 
February) in members’ homes or local libraries. 
Accepting new members. 585/671-1961.

Lakeview Garden Club (Greece) meets the second 
Wednesday of the month (except January & February) 
at 7pm, meeting location varies depending on 
activity. Meetings may include a speaker, project or 
visits to local garden-related sites. New members 
always welcome. Joanne Ristuccia; rista1234@gmail.
com.  

Newark Garden Club meets the first Friday of the 
month at 1pm, Park Presbyterian Church, Newark. 
Guests are welcome.

Pittsford Garden Club meets the third Tuesday of the 
month at 10:30am, Spiegel Center, Room 19, 35 
Lincoln Avenue, Pittsford. July & August visits to 
member gardens. September 17: Ikebana. October 15: 
Gardening Do’s and Don’ts. 585/425-0766; BKRU888@
aol.com; pittsfordgardenclub.wordpress.com.

Rochester Dahlia Society meets the second Saturday 
of the month (except August & September) at 12pm, 
Trinity Reformed Church, 909 Landing Road North, 
Rochester. Visitors welcome. September 14–15: 
Dahlia Show & Sale, see Calendar (below). 585/865-
2291; Facebook; rochesterdahlias.org.

Rochester Herb Society meets the first Tuesday of each 
month (excluding January, February & July) at 12pm, 
Potter Memorial Building, 53 West Church Street, 
Fairport. Summer garden tours. New members 
welcome. rochesterherbsociety.com. 

Rochester Permaculture Center meets monthly to 
discuss topics such as edible landscapes, gardening, 
farming, renewable energy, green building, rainwater 
harvesting, composting, local food, forest gardening, 
herbalism, green living, etc. Meeting location and 
details: meetup.com/rochesterpermaculture.

Seabreeze Bloomers Garden Club meets the fourth 
Wednesday of the month (except January) at 7pm, 
location varies depending on activity. Meetings 
may include a speaker, project or visit to local 
garden-related site. Members receive a monthly 
newsletter. New members welcome. 585/342-8653; 
bonniearnold@frontiernet.net or 585/342-3021; jen@
adaras.com.

Stafford Garden Club meets the third Wednesday of 
the month (except December & January) at 7pm, 
Stafford Town Hall, 8903 Morganville Road (Route 
237), Stafford. Plant auction in May. All are welcome. 
585/343-4494.

Victor Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of the 
month (except January & February) at 6:30/6:45pm. 
New members welcome. Meeting and location details: 
victorgardenclubny2.com; 585/721-5457.

Williamson Garden Club. On-going community 
projects; free monthly lectures to educate 
the community about gardening. Open to all. 
315/524-4204; grow14589@gmail.com; grow-
thewilliamsongardenclub.blogspot.com.   

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for 

children and families.

Ongoing through January 5: Woven – Photo Gallery. 
Artist Tanya Marcuse’s photographs, each five 
feet high by ten feet wide, feature flora and fauna 
gathered from her immediate surroundings and 
composed into arrangements of tightly compacted 
plant, animal and mineral findings in an abstract 
manner. George Eastman Museum, 900 East Avenue, 
Rochester. 585/327-4800; eastman.org. 

September 10–October 8: Botanical Watercolor 
Painting, 5 Tuesdays, 10am–12pm. Taught by local 
artist Doreen Spoor. No drawing skills necessary, all 
levels welcome. $125. Registration required. GAL 

September 14: Create A Natural Fall Wreath, 10–
11:30am. Participants will use local dried flowers and 
grasses to create their own wreath. $15. Registration 
required. BGC

September 14: The Artful Path – The Art of Migrating 
Birds, 1–3pm. Theme-related guided walk of the 
grounds followed by a talk and time to draw or 
journal. $20. Registration required. BGC

September 14–15: Dahlia Show & Sale, Saturday, 
1–5pm; Sunday, 9am–1pm. Presented by Rochester 
Dahlia Society. Arrangements will also be for sale. 
Bristol’s Garden Center, 7454 Route 96, Victor. 
rochesterdahlias.org.

September 19: Pressed Flower Art, 6–7:30pm. Learn 
how to layer natural dried cuttings to make an 
8x10-inch framed wall hanging. Location: Rochester 
Brainery, 176 Anderson Ave, Rochester. $30. 
Registration required. BGC

September 19: Learn the Japanese Art of Flower 
Arranging, 7–9pm. Presented by Ikebana 
International Rochester Chapter. Location: First 
Baptist Church Hubbell Hall, 175 Allens Creek Road, 
Rochester. Materials included. $15. Registration 
required. ikebanarochester@gmail.com.

September 23: Winterizing Your Houseplants, 6pm. 
Pat McCullough will discuss repotting, fertilizing, 
trimming, soils, fertilizers, insect controls and tips 
to promote growth. Participants will repot a plant 
to take home. Materials included. $25. Registration 
required. GAL

September 24: Everlasting Wreath, 6pm. Sue Lang 
and Sheryl Roets  will guide participants in creating 
an everlasting wreath using a base of salal (lemon 
leaf) and baby’s breath (depending on availability) 
to be embellished with dried, fresh and/or silk floral 
materials. Materials included. $60. Registration 
required. GAL 

September 28: Flowers & Foliage, 9:30am–4pm. 
Native plants, autumn decorations, seed collecting 
demonstrations, guided tours. Leaf rubbing station 
for kids. Staff will be on hand to answer questions 
and give consultations. Amanda’s Garden, 8030 Story 
Road, Dansville. amandasnativeplants.com.

October 1: Kokedama String Garden, 6–8pm. Pat 
McCullough will lead participants step-by-step 
in making a hanging garden consisting of plants 
encased in a ball of moss. Materials included. $50. 
Registration required. GAL 

October 3: Autumn Décor Demonstration, 12:15–
12:45pm. Master Gardener Jane Grehlinger will 
create a fall-themed decoration from the garden. 
Bring your lunch. Free. Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, Genesee County, 420 East Main Street, 
Batavia. 585/343-3040; genesee.cce.cornell.edu. 

October 8: Succulent Terrarium Workshop, 6pm. 
Joe Gallea will discuss which plants are best for 
terrariums, layering the soil, landscaping tips, 
maintenance, proper lighting, watering and fertilizing. 
Includes 3 plants, soil & decorative stone. Bring a 
glass container or purchase one before class. $35. 
Registration required. GAL 

October 13: Durand Eastman Park Arboretum Tour, 
2–4pm. Guided hike led by Community Forester 
volunteers. Be prepared for moderate hills and 
wooded trails. Meet: kiosk, Zoo Road, next to park 
maintenance center. Donations appreciated. CCE/FOR

October 15: Orchid Workshop, 6pm. Pat McCullough 
will guide participants in transplanting an orchid 
to take home. She will discuss fertilizers, disease 
& insect control, care and maintenance. Materials 
included. $35. Registration required. GAL 

October 15–December 3: Botanical Drawing, 6 
Tuesdays, 10am–12pm. Deb VerHulst-Norris will teach 
participants to draw plants and flowers by closely 
observing their structure and textures. Class will use 
graphite and colored pencils. No previous experience 
needed. $150. Registration required. GAL 

FREQUENT HOSTS                            

BGC: Broccolo Garden Center, 2755 Penfield 
Road, Fairport 14450. 585/424-4476; info@
broccologroup.com.

CCE/FOR: Community Forester Volunteers, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe 
County. Bob: 585/261-1665; bob.bea@gmail.
com; monroe.cce.cornell.edu. 

GAL: Gallea’s Florist & Greenhouse, 2832 Clover 
Street (corner of Clover & Jefferson Road), 
Pittsford, NY 14534. 585/586-3017; galleas.com. 

ROCHESTER cont.                      
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October 17: Learn the Japanese Art of Flower 
Arranging, 7–9pm. Presented by Ikebana 
International Rochester Chapter. Location: First 
Baptist Church Hubbell Hall, 175 Allens Creek Road, 
Rochester. Materials included. $15. Registration 
required. ikebanarochester@gmail.com.

October 17–19: African Violet Show & Sale, Friday, 
9am–5pm, sales; 12–5pm, show; Saturday, 9am–
3:45pm. A Violet Jabberwocky, themes from Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice Through the Looking Glass. Cameras 
welcome. Saturday, show room closed for judging 
until about 12pm. Presented by New York State 
African Violet Society. Hilton Garden Inn, 74 State 
Street, Auburn. Facebook.

October 19: Ikebana Exhibit, 12–7pm. Presented 
by Ikebana International Rochester Chapter. 
Opportunities for children to make arrangements to 
take home. Eastview Mall, 7979 Pittsford-Victor Road, 
Victor. ikebanarochester.org.

October 20: Durand Eastman Park Arboretum Tour, 
2–4pm. See description under October 13. Meet: 
kiosk, Zoo Road, next to park maintenance center. 
Donations appreciated. CCE/FO

October 22: Everlasting Wreath, 6pm. See description 
under September 24. Materials included. $60. 
Registration required. GAL 

October 27: Durand Eastman Park Arboretum Tour, 
2–4pm. See description under October 13. Meet: 
kiosk, Zoo Road, next to park maintenance center. 
Donations appreciated. CCE/FO

November 3: Durand Eastman Park Arboretum Tour, 
2–4pm. See description under October 13. Meet: 
kiosk, Zoo Road, next to park maintenance center. 
Donations appreciated. CCE/FOR

November 7: Gardens of England, 12:15–12:45pm. 
Highlights will include the Chelsea Flower Show, 
Great Dixter, Sissinghurst & Hidcote. Presented by 
Master Gardener Pam Ketchum. Bring your lunch. 
Free. Cornell Cooperative Extension, Genesee 
County, 420 East Main Street, Batavia. 585/343-3040; 
genesee.cce.cornell.edu. 

F- November 11: Children’s Flower Arranging, 11am–
12pm. Each child will make a simple arrangement 
with fresh flowers to take home. $20. Registration 
required. GAL

November 12: Autumn Centerpiece, 6pm. Participants 
will use fresh greens and flowers to make a seasonal 
arrangement. Learn how to keep it looking fresh 
and lasting for weeks. Materials included. $50. 
Registration required. GAL

SAVE THE DATE…
November 19: Seasonal Everlasting Wreath, 6pm. See 

description under September 24. Materials included. 
$60. Registration required. GAL

December 3: Outdoor Holiday Welcome Arrangement, 
6pm. Design a custom arrangement for the front 
entrance using fresh greens, decorative materials 
& holiday container. Materials included. $60. 
Registration required. GAL

F- January 11: Fairy Garden, 6pm. Create your 
own miniature indoor garden. $35. Children free 
if accompanying a registered adult. Registration 
required. GAL

SYRACUSE                       

REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet Society of Syracuse meets the second 

Thursday of the month, September–May, Pitcher Hill 
Community Church, 605 Bailey Road, North Syracuse. 
315/492-2562; kgarb@twcny.rr.com; avsofsyracuse.org.

Bonsai Club of CNY (BCCNY) usually meets the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Pitcher Hill 

Community Church, 605 Bailey Road, North Syracuse. 
315/436-0135; lnewell1@gmail.com; cnybonsai.com.

Central New York Orchid Society meets the first Sunday 
of the month, September–May, St. Augustine’s 
Church, 7333 O’Brien Road, Baldwinsville. Dates may 
vary due to holidays. October 5–6: Show & Sale, see 
Calendar (below). 315/633-2437; cnyos.org.

Fairmount Garden Club meets the third Thursday of 
the month (March–November) at 6:30pm, Camillus 
Senior Center, 25 First Street, Camillus. Speakers & 
community projects. September 19: African Violets. 
October 17: Make Your Own Fall Planter. All are 
welcome. tooley.susan@yahoo.com. 

Federated Garden Clubs NYS – District 6. October 
14–16: Flower Show School – Course 4, see Calendar 
(below). 315/481-4005; dist6fss@gmail.com. 

Gardening Friends Club meets the third Tuesday of 
the month, March–December, at 6:30pm, Wesleyan 
Church, 4591 US Route 11, Pulaski. 315/298-1276; 
Facebook: Gardening Friends of Pulaski, NY; 
VicLaDeeDa@frontiernet.net.

Gardeners of Syracuse meets the third Thursday of each 
month at 7:30pm, Reformed Church of Syracuse, 
1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse. Enter from Melrose 
Avenue. 315/464-0051. 

Gardeners in Thyme (a women’s herb club) meets the 
second Thursday of the month at 7pm, Beaver Lake 
Nature Center, Baldwinsville. 315/635-6481; hbaker@
twcny.rr.com.

Habitat Gardening in CNY (HGCNY) meets the last 
Sunday of most months at 2pm. Northern Onondaga 
Public Library, North Syracuse Branch, 100 Trolley Barn 
Lane, N. Syracuse. HGCNY is a chapter of Wild Ones: 
Native Plants, Natural Landscapes; wildones.org. 
September 29: Botany 101 Made Interesting. October 
20: Conserving Biodiversity in a Crowded World – 
Challenges Faced by Urban Wildlife in Syracuse. See 
Calendar (below) for all. Free and open to the public. 
315/487-5742; info@hgcny.org; hgcny.org.

Home Garden Club of Syracuse usually meets the 
first Tuesday morning of the month. Members are 
active in educating the community about gardening, 
horticulture & floral design and involved with several 
civic projects in the Syracuse area. New members 
welcome. homegardenclubofsyracuse@gmail.com; 
homegardenclubofsyracuse.org.

Koi and Water Garden Society of Central New York 
usually meets the third Monday of each month at 
7pm. See website for meeting locations. 315/458-
3199; cnykoi.com. 

Men and Women’s Garden Club of Syracuse meets the 
third Thursday of the month at 7:30pm, Reformed 
Church of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse. 
Meetings feature guest speakers on a variety of 
gardening and related topics. Members maintain 
gardens at Rosemond Gifford Zoo & Ronald 
McDonald House. Annual spring & fall flower shows. 
315/699-7942; Facebook.

Southern Hills Garden Club meets the third Tuesday 
of each month, February–November, LaFayette 
Community Center, 2508 US Route 11, LaFayette. 
Some meetings are off site. Cathy Nagel, 315/677-
9342; cen42085@aol.com.

Syracuse Rose Society meets the second Thursday of the 
month (except December) at 7pm, Reformed Church 
of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse. Enter from 
Melrose Avenue. Club members maintain the E. M. 
Mills Memorial Rose Garden, Thornden Park, Syracuse. 
Public welcome. syracuserosesociety.org. 

CLASSES / EVENTS
September 7: CNY Tomato Fest, 11am–8pm. Vendors, 

including locally grown produce & flowers, live music, 
family activities. Donations of non-perishable food 
items appreciated. Free parking, city parking garage, 
1 Lincoln Street, Auburn. cnytomatofest.org.

September 15: Open Gardens, 10am–4pm. Visit 
three private gardens in Fayetteville, Lafayette & 
Tully. Highlights include conifer collections, water 
features including ponds & waterfalls, locust pergola 
covered in roses & clematis, hot-colored border, 
large vegetable/cut flower garden, terraced gardens 
and troughs filled with rock garden plants. Benefits 
the Garden Conservancy. Rain or shine. $10 per 
garden; children 12 and under free. Locations: 
gardenconservancy.org/open-days. 

September 28: Fall Garden Seminar, 9:30am–1:30pm; 
doors open 9am. Seeing Seeds with Teri Dunn Chace. 
Great Garden Companions with Sally Cunningham. 
Refreshments, door prizes & discounts on speakers’ 
books. Presented by Master Gardeners of Onondaga 
County. $25. Dewitt Community Room, 148 Sanders 
Parkway, East Syracuse. 315/424-9485x236; reg.cce.
cornell.edu/gardenseminar_231. 

September 29: Botany 101 Made Interesting, 2pm. 
Botanist and environmental consultant Joe McMullen 
will share interesting facts and distinguishing 
characteristics of major plant groups. Joe swears his 
botanical facts are sound, and that well over half of 
his plant related stories are actually true. Presented 
by Habitat Gardening in CNY. Free. Northern 
Onondaga Public Library, North Syracuse Branch, 
100 Trolley Barn Lane, N. Syracuse. hgcny.org; 
ourhabitatgarden.org

October 5–6: Orchid Show & Sale, Saturday, 12–5pm; 
Sunday, 10am–4pm. Presented by Central New 
York Orchid Society. Beaver Lake Nature Center, 
Baldwinsville. Parking fee. 315/633-2437; cnyos.org. 

October 14–16: National Garden Clubs Flower Show 
School – Course 4. Hosted by Federated Garden 
Clubs of NYS, District 6 Judges Council. Location: 
Dewitt. Registration required. Sharon Vazquez, 
315/481-4005; dist6fss@gmail.com

October 17–19: African Violet Show & Sale, Friday, 
9am–5pm, sales; 12–5pm, show; Saturday, 9am–
3:45pm. A Violet Jabberwocky, themes from Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice Through the Looking Glass. Cameras 
welcome. Saturday, show room closed for judging 
until about 12pm. Presented by New York State 
African Violet Society. Hilton Garden Inn, 74 State 
Street, Auburn. Facebook.

October 20: Conserving Biodiversity in a Crowded 
World – Challenges Faced by Urban Wildlife in 
Syracuse, 2 pm. Dr. Jason Luscier, urban wildlife 
biologist at Le Moyne College, will discuss his research 
program addressing multiple questions pertaining to 
urban wildlife conservation including frogs, bats & free-
roaming house cats. Presented by Habitat Gardening 
in CNY. Free. Northern Onondaga Public Library, North 
Syracuse Branch, 100 Trolley Barn Lane, N. Syracuse. 
hgcny.org; ourhabitatgarden.org.

& BEYOND                       
CLASSES / EVENTS
September 17–19: Food Preservation Workshop. 

Learn how to preserve your harvest safely. Topics 
covered include high acid canning, low acid canning, 
jam & jelly making and preserving, quick pickles 
and fermented products, freezing and dehydration. 
Instructors: Judy Price and Diane Whitten, CCE 
Home Food Preservation experts. Registration 
required: Linda Gillilland, llg46@cornell.edu. Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Essex County, Willsboro. 

Deadline for Calendar Listings for the next issue 
(November–December 2019) is Friday,  

October 11, 2019. Please send your submissions  
to deb@upstategardenersjournal.com. 
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Seasonal Stakeout

story by Michelle Sutton; photos courtesy Ellen Krzemien unless noted

For weeks after my interview with Ellen Krzemien 
(pronounced CRAZE-men), the beautiful produce 
I bought from her and her husband Jon stayed 

crisp in my fridge. Growing vegetables with her father’s 
expert guidance, The Krzemiens are helping to preserve 
their century-old family farm in the village of Springville, 
southeast of Buffalo. In recent years, Krzemien’s flowers 
and her already-iconic Flower Stand have emerged as a key 
resource for the farm as well.  

In 2007, Krzemien moved back to the family farm to help 
her parents. Always interested in home décor, she formed 
the Home Staging Source, one of the few companies of its 
kind in western New York. She prepared occupied homes for 
sale by working with the homeowners on simplifying and 
beautifying their décor so that potential homebuyers could 
better see possibilities for themselves. In the early years of 
the business, she would also pull from her own warehouse 

of furniture, accents, and art to stage vacant homes on the 
market. In the off-season, she still does occupied home 
staging, but she let go of the vacant home staging, which 
proved too labor-intensive to be profitable.  

 An avid gardener since childhood, Krzemien began 
growing flowers on the family farm to supply her home 
staging business. “Eventually I started putting bouquets out 
on the veggie stand and found they sold out quickly,” she 
says. “Then I was asked to provide flowers for weddings and 
other events; that evolved into having a U-Pick, which we 
keep expanding, and beginning in 2017, we started offering 
CSA flower subscriptions.” A blog post about the Flower 
Stand appeared on stepoutbuffalo.com in 2018 and went 
viral, reaching more than 10,000 readers. “Things really 
blew up after that,” she says. 

So successful has Krzemien’s enterprise been that last 
fall she was awarded a $25K Ignite Buffalo grant, part 

ABOVE:  
Sunrise over the 
flower fields

The Flower Stand:

Ellen Krzemien’s WNY Destination  
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LEFT:  
The Flower Stand’s 

logo with an  
ethereal view on to 

the flower fields

RIGHT TOP:
Reliable  

gomphrena  
blooms well  

into fall 

RIGHT BOTTOM: 
Daucus carota 

‘Dara’ is Queen 
Anne’s lace,  

spun out into  
several colors 

of a regional million-dollar Facebook Community Boost 
grant. As part of the competition, Krzemien presented her 
business plan (and showed off jugs of her flowers) to the 
grants panel and community members. She’s using the 
majority of the money to purchase a flower truck so that 
she can sell flowers at WNY markets, festivals, and other 
events and to make deliveries to CSA members and other 
customers.  

Running a CSA serves a practical purpose for every 
type of grower: subscriptions are purchased in the winter 
months, funding the acquisition of seeds and supplies 
at the time they are needed. “It also helps greatly with 
planning and infrastructure to know in advance how 
much income you’ll have coming in,” says Krzemien, a 
Master Gardener with the Erie County Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. 

Krzemien says she enjoys the CSA and U-Pick sides of the 
business equally. The CSA is time-consuming in summer 
and fall in terms of making deliveries, while the U-Pick 
is labor intensive in the spring. “The U-Pick is up to one-
and-a-half acres of flowers and every seedling is planted 

by hand, so that’s all we do for the month of May and well 
into June,” she says. “We do staggered plantings every three 
weeks of things like sunflowers, zinnias, and snapdragons. 
We also have two rows of perennials (including ornamental 
grasses), a few shrubs (mostly butterfly bushes), and one 
whole row of tuberous plants like dahlias that have to be 
dug up in the fall. The latest addition is 350 perennial 
lavender plants that will be ready for U-Pick in 2020.”  

Krzemien chooses to plow up the U-Pick field (minus 
the shrubs and perennials) entirely each spring, creating 
rows anew and reseeding grass in the aisles. “We like to 
have wide pathways so that the rows can be accessed by 
tractors for watering, wagons, strollers, and wheelchairs,” 
she says. “It’s important to me that this be a place families 
can come, take pictures, and have a relaxing time.” To that 
end, Krzemien has a free “Little Library” outpost, where 
grandparents can select a book to read to kids while their 
parents are cutting flowers.    

Krzemien is herself a grandmother to her daughter 
Jessica’s kids, Milana (5) and Luis (Tre) (3), who live 
nearby. Her daughter Jordan lives in Italy with her new 
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– ABOVE – 
LEFT: The ply-
wood black bear, 
a perennial fixture 
at the back of the 
flower fields, gets 
a double-take from 
new visitors. Photo 
by Michelle Sutton 

RIGHT: Krzemien 
working at dusk … 
(and past sunset!) 

– OPPOSITE –
TOP LEFT: Celebra-
tion of yellow  

TOP RIGHT: Dark 
velvet pincushion 
flower (Scabiosa 
atropurpurea) is 
prized for both 
flower and seed-
pod. Photo by 
Michelle Sutton

BOTTOM: Scabiosa 
stellata seedpods 
are popular with 
florists. Photo by  
Michelle Sutton.
 

husband. “In early June we went to Italy for their wedding,” 
Krzemien says. “For obvious reasons, Jordan assured me 
she would not pick a date in July or August,” she says, 
smiling. 

When poring through seed catalogs in January and 
February and ordering seeds, Krzemien tries to ensure 
a selection of annuals that, along with her perennials, 
will give her flowers from Mother’s Day all the way 
to Thanksgiving. Penstemon, red hot poker, peonies, 
delphinium, and yarrow shine in June for early season 
bouquets, while gomphrena, snapdragons, and rudbeckia 
are fall stars. “Little bluestem, if picked before seeds dry out 
and start dropping, is nice as a filler for a fall bouquet,” she 
says.   

In picking which selections to grow, she looks for good 
stem length (like tall zinnias instead of compact ones) and 
finds good options—except for mums. “I do wish I could 
find a mum that has a decent stem length, but I haven’t 
had luck with that,” she says. “Also, I make sure to trial 
things on a limited basis to be sure that their stems grow as 
described. Sometimes our microclimate doesn’t suit a plant 
that would grow in a nearby microclimate, or our soil isn’t 
just right.” 

Weather in greater Buffalo can indeed be a challenge, 
and Krzemien is subject to the weather-related stress of 
any farmer. Her biggest challenge, however, is deer damage. 
“One year they ate the whole 200-foot row of sunflowers,” 
she says. “It was distressing not so much because of the 
cost of the seed, but because of the lost growing time.” 
Repellents tend to be too smelly for a U-Pick setting, and 
she hasn’t found the perfect fencing solution. “If I use a 
tall fence, it would absolutely detract from the charm and 
beauty people come here for—they take pictures of the 
gardens with the rolling land behind them,” she says. 

Krzemien is proud to be part of the resurgence of locally 
grown flowers. “I embrace the principles of the Slow Flower 
movement,” she says. The customers do, too. “They like 
coming here as a family and knowing they are supporting 
a local farmer. They understand that buying local flowers 
is helping Western NY agriculture as a whole. Plus, most 
people find that fresh local cut flowers are superior in terms 
of beauty and longevity.”  

Having done her own experiments with flower 
preservation, Krzemien is a bleach fan. “I know that might 
make some florists cringe, but of all the industry and home 
methods, I’ve found that the vase with a couple of drops 
of bleach has the longest-lasting, healthiest flowers.” (She 
recommends that folks recut the stems and change the 
water every third day at least.) 

Currently, Krzemien’s excited about the ornamental 
qualities of Nigella seed pods (“I have local florists come 
pick from me”); Daucus carota ‘Dara’ (produces white, 
burgundy, and pink Queen Anne’s lace flowers); lavender; 
geum; and Calla lily foliage. She grows all her own seedlings 
except the notoriously fussy Lisianthus, which she buys in 
plugs. If you visit The Flower Stand this fall or next season, 
you can talk flowers with her yourself. 

 More info:  
theflowerstand716.com 
instagram.com/theflowerstand716 
facebook.com/theflowerstand716 

Michelle Sutton is a horticulturist, writer, and editor.

http://www.instagram.com/theflowerstand716
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A Few of Krzemien’s Tips on Staging Your  
Home for Sale: Landscape and Flowers

- You need to be able to see all or most the 
house. If you have overgrown trees and 
shrubs, they have to be tamed. Take down 
trees and shrubs that are blocking the 
windows or big ball shrubs that are no 
longer pleasing to the eye.  

 - When using fresh flowers inside the 
home, stick with whites, browns, and 
greens—they tend to mesh best with 
peoples’ belongings and with wood and 
fabric. White flowers are best to prevent 
clashing with the surroundings. If you 
choose a yellow daffodil or something 
colorful, stick it with lots of earthy green 
foliage and/or brown grasses or seedpods. 

 
- For outside curb appeal, whether you do a 

container planting depends on the house. 
If you have a big porch, you might want 
two pots flanking the entry. However, 
there’s a hierarchy of needs that comes 
first before containers: are the outdoor 
lights clean? Is the flag tattered? Is the 
doormat new and porch swept? Address 
these first, and then see if containers will 
enhance the entrance or not.
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1147 Main St. Mumford, NY 14511 • zantopia.com 

Find us at Facebook and Instagram

Bring in this ad and receive 10% off your total.

Seeds to roots  
to strong shoots!

We grow fine 
perennials! 

2250 Transit Rd., near Seneca St.  
West Seneca, NY 14224 • 716/677-0681

 Seneca Greenhouse
 “Something Good for You & Better for Your Garden.”

Invites gardeners and friends to our bountiful  
harvest of fall decorating needs including  
colorful mums, pumpkins and corn stalks

Your favorite gardening magazine is online.

UpstateGardenersJournal.com

Sautéed Cabbage with Bacon
Serves 4

INGREDIENTS
3 tablespoons precooked bacon bits 
¹⁄³ cup vegetable oil
1 head cabbage, cored and sliced
1 white onion  
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon ground black pepper 
1 pinch white sugar 

1 tablespoon vinegar

DIRECTIONS
1. Heat oil in large pot over medium 

heat. Add bacon bits and cook for a 
couple of minutes. 

2. Add cabbage, onion, salt, pepper, 
and sugar to pot; cook and stir 
continuously for 5 minutes or until 
tender. 

3. Add vinegar and toss. Serve 
immediately. 

Ellen Adams is a personal chef 
in the Webster area. She is 
a military veteran and was a 
contestant on the Food Network 
cooking show Chopped! She 
leads a program for fellow 
veterans called Cooking 
with Heroes, which provides 
participants the opportunity to 
learn to prepare nutritionally 
complete, cost-efficient, and 
delicious meals using fresh 
produce partially sourced from 
the EquiCenter farm in Honeoye 
Falls, where it is housed.

From the Garden

by Ellen Adams
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The Marvel 
of Migration

The days are getting shorter, the temperatures are getting 
cooler, and insect populations are becoming increasingly 
scarce. For many birds that means one thing—it’s 

migration time! More than half (about 350 of the 650+ species) 
of the birds in North America are migratory. Migration is 
defined as a large-scale movement of a population of animals. 
Birds migrate to their breeding grounds in the spring and 
summer from their non-breeding winter grounds, and vice 
versa. The main reasons birds migrate is to “breed and feed.” 
They will travel to locations that have a larger breeding and 
foraging area as compared to their overwintering sites. As the 
fall approaches many species of birds are getting ready to make 
their epic trip south.

Migration has evolved over millions of years. Scientists 
believe that as glaciers in North America retreated, birds moved 
further north where nesting sites and food were seasonally 
more prolific. With this expanded habitat they most likely had 
better breeding success Over time the offspring of these birds 
would have increased success with breeding and continue the 
migration process northward. 

There are different types of migration. Some birds don’t 
migrate at all. They are known as resident or non-migrating 
species. Many of the birds you see at your feeders in the 
winter are resident birds. Cardinals, chickadees, nuthatches, 
goldfinches, and most woodpeckers fit into this category. Partial 
migrants are birds that migrate short distances, sometimes only 
spanning a state or two. Blue Jays, Red-tailed Hawks, Robins 
and Bluebirds are birds that make this kind of migration. The 
Blue Jays you have at your feeders in the spring are probably 
different from the individuals that will be there in the winter. 
As fall approaches, be on the lookout for flocks of blue jays 
and robins making their medium-distance migration. Irruptive 
migrators are birds that have unpredictable migration events 
that don’t always follow the rules. Their movement can be 
attributed to food shortages or food abundance in an area, or 
can be seemingly at random! Typically this type of migration 
is found in northern birds that will venture further south than 
normal. Great gray owls, snowy owls and redpolls are examples 
of irruptive migrators. And then there are the long-distance 
migrants. The long-distance migrants we are most familiar 
with are the neotropical migrants that will travel all the way 
to Central and South America to spend the winter. They stick 
to a schedule and will arrive to their breeding grounds north 
at the same time each year. Orioles, hummingbirds, grackles 
and warblers will make this type of migration. The tiny ruby-
throated hummingbird will make the trek by flying completely 
over the Gulf of Mexico on a 25-hour nonstop flight!

In North America there are four major migration routes birds 
will take. These are the Pacific Flyway on the west coast, the 
Central Flyway in the Midwest, the Mississippi Flyway, and the 
Atlantic Flyway. Lake Erie and Lake Ontario are popular local 
stopover points for birds migrating along the Atlantic Flyway. 
In the fall, look for waterfowl in bodies of water and along the 
lakeshore where birds fuel up on berries, seeds, and remaining 
insects. 

You may see more birds coming to your feeders this time 
of the year. Birds that are making a migration of any type will 
begin to fuel up for the journey. Don’t be surprised if you see 
more hummingbirds drinking nectar, and a large array of species 
visiting mealworm feeders. Species like grackles, red-winged 
blackbirds, and rose-breasted grosbeaks will eat a large amount 
of seeds to bulk up for the journey. Birds will typically increase 
feeding by 25 to 30 percent this time of year in a process called 
hyperphagia. 

No one is quite sure what ultimately prompts birds to leave 
their breeding range, but there are several factors that have been 
linked to the urge to migrate. The shortening of daylight, food 
availability, and changes in the weather cause a transformation 
in a bird’s endocrine system, which changes their hormones. 
Birds, even some kept as pets, will undergo a migratory 
restlessness in the spring and fall named zugunruhe, which 
makes them more active and less likely to sleep. Many birds, like 
ducks and birds of prey, will migrate during the day, while most 
songbirds migrate overnight. 

How birds find their way to their destination is still a 
mystery. Studies have found that some species of birds have a 
navigation system coded into their DNA so they can find their 
way even when blown off course by a storm or other natural 
disaster. Other studies show some species learn their migratory 
route from their parents, and once they have completed the 
route they can perform it with accuracy year after year. The 
whooping crane is an example of a bird that has this type of 
navigation system. Birds are also known to be sensitive to 
the earth’s magnetic poles, and may use them in some way to 
navigate. Visual cues are also important. Birds will use the stars 
and land formations as guides when they are migrating. 

All in all, the process of migration is an amazing feat. 
Although it’s sad to see that some of our favorite backyard birds 
have flown the coop for the winter, it’s impressive to know that 
we can rely on them to show up at almost the same exact time 
each spring!

Liz Magnanti is the manager of the Bird House in Pittsford.

ABOVE: 
The four major  

migration routes in 
North America.  
Image courtesy  

 U.S. Fish and  
Wildlife Service

by Liz Magnanti

Backyard Habitat Waterfowl Flyways
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Pudgie’s
Lawn & Garden Center

3646 West Main St., Batavia, NY 14020 
Store: 585/343-8352      Office: 585/948-8100 

pudgieslawnandgarden.com

MUMS     •     PUMPKINS     •     STRAW

10% OFF with this ad at PUDGIE’S LAWN & GARDEN CENTER
expires 10/31/19

Visit Sonnenberg This Fall 
Sonnenberg’s arboretum of mature trees take on brilliant colors each  

autumn. The park, including the gardens & mansion, is open  
7 days/week 10 am - 4:30 pm Labor Day through October 31.

See website for details on Fall Gardening Symposium & other fall events.

151 Charlotte Street, Canandaigua, NY 
585-394-4922  •  www.sonnenberg.org

Rochester Dahlia Society 
80th Show and Sale

 saturday sunday
 September 14 September 15
 1-5pm 9am-1pm

Bristol’s Garden Center
7454 NY-96, Victor

     New Location!

480 Dodge Rd.
At exit 3 I-990
Getzville, NY 14068  
716.688.9125
arbordale.com

The King of Ponds

Decorative 
Bee Skep
by Cathy Monrad

PROJECT NOTES
- The project above uses an 8 inch diameter pot, 7 inches tall. 
- You need more rope than you think; I used most of a 100 foot roll 

of rope. 
- Purchase a new pot if purpose is to protect food.
- Use a shot glass as a template for cardboard and faux opening.

Cathy’s Crafty Corner

B ee skeps are no longer used for 
bee keeping, but the primitive 
look of them has not fallen 

out of favor. This project is meant 
to be a decorative piece for indoors 
or the garden, however, it offers some 
functionality when entertaining outdoors: use 
as a cover to keep critters off the cheese ball. 

MATERIALS
1 clean plastic flower pot
1½ inch cardboard circle 
Sisal rope at least ¼ inch thick 

TOOLS
Drill with ½ inch bit
Scissors
Hot glue gun with glue sticks
Black marker

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Drill a hole through bottom of pot. 

2. Cut an 8 inch length of rope for handle. 
Fold in half, then push through hole from 
inside.

3. Glue both ends down as shown in Figure 1.

4. Glue cardboard circle over rope ends as 
shown in Figure 2. 

5. Starting at the lip of pot, glue rope  
one inch at a time around the pot for first two 
rows. 

6. After second row, use glue intermittently, 
about every two inches as you wrap. 

7. When about 1/2 inch from bottom, start 
gluing rope one inch at a time again. Continue 
until entire bottom of pot is covered as shown 
in Figure 3. Cut off remaining rope.

8.  About one inch from bottom of skep, use 
marker to draw and fill in a circle to create faux 
opening. 

9. Dry fit rope around circle and cut to size. 
Glue cut piece around circle. 

Cathy Monrad is the graphic designer and 
garden crafter for the Upstate Gardeners’ 
Journal.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
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