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SARA’S GARDEN & Nursery
We love this issue. For us, it heralds the arrival of the
most anticipated time of the year and what better place
to launch it ... we love UGJ! 25 years of devotion to the
gardener’s & gardening in WNY. Whoo Hoo! Keep up the
great work, and congratulations—you inspire us all to get
out there and garden.

SARA’S GARDEN & NURSERY
20% off your entire purchase
of Heritage Perennials
Redeemable April 18–24, 2020.

SARA’S GARDEN & NURSERY
20% off your entire purchase
of Heritage Perennials
Redeemable April 25–May 1, 2020.

This issue is where we expound on what is essential and
new for the season at hand, and there’s so much; it’s
simply not possible in a paragraph or two. Our reassurance
here is that we are on it! We are lovers, collectors, and
curators of all things plants. Our goal is to facilitate this
universal need to plant, be in the soil, and get the newest
best plants available!
Of course, perennials are our primary passion; are they not
the most coveted plant of most gardeners? And where we
finish in our growing capacity, we gather from some of the
most revered growers in the area who can complete our
offerings. Heritage Perennials, aka Outta the Blue plants,
is one of the best and our favorite for quality, variety, and
about a million other reasons. We’re testing a coupon
option in this issue of UGJ. We want to spotlight this Blue
Pot brand and share the opportunity to choose from the
best. Cut the side coupons for spring 2020 savings!
Well, here is our Follies update ... THERE IS NO UPDATE,
UGH!!! Let’s admit: it’s dissapointing, sad, and a bit of a hit
to our ego! We sure thought that we would be able to sail
on to the next season without a hitch, and yet here we are
hitching all over the place. Just stay tuned, and if you’re a
rock wall building aficionado, you are versed in patience
and re-thinks!

SARA’S GARDEN & NURSERY
20% off your entire purchase
of Heritage Perennials
Redeemable May 2–8, 2020.

SARA’S GARDEN & NURSERY
20% off your entire purchase
of Heritage Perennials
Redeemable May 9–15, 2020.

Contact me, Kathy, for info on garden rental events, Stone
Wall Follies and pretty much anything garden-related:
kkepler@rochester.rr.com or (585) 637-4745

43 Year Mission!
It is our greatest desire to provide our customers with top
quality, well-grown plant material at a fair and honest
price. We will strive to provide an unmatched selection
of old favorites and underused, hard-to-ﬁnd items, along
with the newest varieties on the market. We will eagerly
share our horticultural knowledge gained from years of
education and experience. Lastly, we offer all this in a
spirit of fun and lightheartedness.

Sara’s Garden Center | 389 East Ave. | Brockport 14420 | 585-637-4745
sarasgardencenter.com | facebook.com/sarasgardencenter
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HUSQVARNA ®
AUTOMOWER
TRADE
SPRING
ANDSALESAVE
0% APR
FOR 48
MONTHS

The World’s #1 Selling Robotic Mower

New York State’s Automower Expert

HOW DOES IT WORK?

SAVE
UP TO
$200

AUTOMOWER® 115H
Starting at $1,599.99
install included!

The principle function of the Automower® provides the service of
a well cut lawn, not just a lawn mower. Things like horsepower,
cutting width and technical details become less important with
an Automower® that cuts your lawn day in, and day out.

An excellent solution If you own a small or medium-sized yard
with up to 0.4 acres of grass. Obstacles, tight spaces and slopes
are no sweat. Automower ® works in the rain, too.

PRINCIPLE FUNCTIONS
• Unattended mowing

Automower ® Connect@HOME
Guided passage handling
■ Guide wire - PATENTED
■ Manages slopes up to 30%
■ Remote start points x3
■ Easy height adjustment
■

• Never allow the grass
to grow too tall

■

• Mow little but efficently
and frequently

TRADE
AND
SAVE
Automower Connect is a feature that gives you full control of the mower

Flexible charging
station placement
■ Graphic menu display,
medium-sized
■ Theft protection by alarm/
PIN code
■ Weather proof
■

®

right in your smartphone. You can send start, stop and park commands,
check and adjust the settings, and also receive notifications and track your
mower’s position in case of theft - wherever you are.

®
Husqvarna is pleased toAUTOMOWER
offer a
450X
60-day money-back guarantee
on Husqvarna Automower®.
If you are not satisfied with your
robotic mower purchase,®the
st
product can be returned to the
original Husqvarna selling dealer
for a full refund or store credit
towards the purchase of a new
Husqvarna product from that dealer.

AVE WHEN TRADING IN ANY WALK MOWER OR TRACTOR
Download App available in Appstore and GooglePlay.

ke your weekends back by upgrading to a new Husqvarna Automower . From #4%*=1 to 24+.
th
. Trade in any walk behind mower or tractor and save up to $200 on the purchase of a new
tomower®. Ask your dealer for more details. TO LEARN MORE VISIT HUSQVARNA.COM

automowerusa

3918 Lyell Road, Rochester, NY 14606
Just West of Elmgrove

brodner.com

247-5218
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Ear to the ground
Twenty-five years ago this month, I
published my first issue of Upstate Gardeners’
Journal. People have asked me since then what
compelled me to do such a thing. I lived in
the Park Avenue neighborhood of Rochester
at the time and was studying ornamental
horticulture at what was then Community
College of the Finger Lakes. [Now Finger Lakes
Community College. Rumor had it at the time
that the name change was because the school
kept getting mail addressed to “Community
College of the Finger."] There was a house
with such a wonderful garden—it’s Vinnie
Massaro’s garden and it’s still there and still
wonderful—that I felt compelled to write
about it. But then what? Shop it around? This
was before the Internet got big, and getting
published in local newspapers was more
difficult than it is now. Also, I was working
in my former grandmother-in-law’s business,
which was … a local newspaper. But I was
selling advertising, not having anything to do with the editorial side.
That’s the background, but the part I usually tell people is about
waking up in the middle of the night and exclaiming, “I’m going to start a
gardening magazine!” Which is also true.
But I wasn’t completely impractical, even in my early twenties. So I
went around to some green industry professionals and asked, “If I do
this thing, will you advertise?” And I got some loyal early supporters.
That first year, Roger Powers of Powers Farm Market, Ken Hill of Rolling

Hills Landscape, Duane Schenk at Country Corners Nursery, Ted Miller
at Gardner’s Greenhouses, Sharon Coates and Steve Coates of Phoenix
Botanical, and even Chase-Pitkin got on board!
Since then, the UGJ has grown and grown. We’ve spread into Buffalo,
Syracuse, and Ithaca, gone on lots of trips including two to the Chelsea
Flower Show, made thousands of friends, and forged our own little
company culture, mostly with everyone working remotely. It’s been a
wonderful twenty-five years, and I’m looking forward, very much, to the
future.
Thanks so much for reading, and have a wonderful spring!

CLASSIFIEDS
PURE, NATURAL, LOCAL HONEY. Award-winning small scale apiary
by Lake Ontario. SeawayTrailHoney.com 585-820-6619
PAPERBARK MAPLE. World’s most beautiful maple. Containergrown and 4–7 ft. specimens available. Fifteen varieties deer-proof
ferns. Red-flowering buckeye, hardy pink mimosa, much more.
Howard Ecker, nurseryman since 1960. 274 Oakdale Dr., Webster.
585-671-2397 for appointment.
DAYLILIES. Daylilies are outstanding, carefree perennials. We grow
and sell over 225 top-rated award-winning varieties in many colors
and sizes in our Rochester garden. We are also an official national
daylily society display garden. We welcome visitors to see the flowers
in bloom from June to September. Call 585/461-3317.

See Website for Educational Classes and Hands-on Workshops

WeKnowPlants.com
Open 7 Days a Week
March 15 through December

WNY’S PREMIER GARDEN CENTER FOR HOUSEPLANTS!
Hanging Baskets • Large Floor Plants • Succulents & Cactus
Air Plants • Orchids • Carnivorous Plants • African Violets
Experience an exotic blend of unique tropicals and succulents; some propagated in our own greenhouses. We have plants for shady spots and
sunny windows. Let our experienced staff help you find the perfect houseplant to clean the air and create a living, green oasis in your home.

The Best in Specialty Annuals • Flowering Hanging Baskets
Perennials, Shrubs, Trees & Native Plants
Herbs • Vegetables • Pottery • Garden Gifts & Decor
Educational Classes & Workshops • Organic & Earth Friendly Products
Lockwood’s Garden Center has been growing potted annuals, vegetables, herbs, and hanging baskets locally in Hamburg for 106 years.
Today, our mixed European containers, along with many of our perennials and houseplants are grown on-site as well. Fresh-cut flower
bouquets appear by early summer harvested directly from the fields at Lockwood’s. Visit our destination location for something special
every season throughout the year.
BioBest Biological Systems protect our plants and people in the growing process at Lockwood’s Greenhouses.

LOCKWOOD’S GARDEN CENTER
4484 CLARK STREET • HAMBURG, NY 14075 • 716-649-4684

Invincibelle® Ruby Hydrangea: NATIVE, STURDY STEMS,
EASY CARE AND CONSISTENT PERFORMANCE

2020

Before they reach your garden, our flowering shrubs undergo years of trials
and testing for color, quantity of blooms, stem strength, foliage, and ability
to thrive with ease. Only a few prove they’re worthy of the #1 plant brand.

provenwinners-shrubs.com

Plant people
Section
name here

Passions and priorities
Get to know UGJ contributors
Carol Ann Harlos and Lyn Chimera
by Michelle Sutton

ABOVE: “The lupines
are a mixture of some I
grew indoors from seed
anad two I received as
presents. Baby lupines
are adorable! I was
afraid I would step on
them or weed them
out, so I put metal
cloches over them until
they got bigger. I know
they are a short-lived
perennial, so one day
I will have to repeat
the process.” Photo by
Carol Ann Harlos
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arol Ann Harlos and Lyn Chimera have been
frequent almanac co-writers in Upstate Gardeners
Journal since 2008. Each lives in Erie County.

Did you grow up gardening with family? If not,
when did it grab you?
Harlos: I had no interest in gardening when I was
growing up. However, when I majored in in biology in
college, that opened my eyes to the plant world. I taught
biology for five years before taking time off for my
children. That’s when the gardening bug really got hold
of me. I did projects with our three daughters, growing
vegetables, herbs, and flowers. I was hooked!
Chimera: My family had two conservation farms
growing up, so I developed an appreciation for nature,
which led to my interest in native plants. Our family

gardening was planting trees and putting in ponds for
wildlife, although we always had a few tomato plants and
my mother loved her small perennial garden. Gardening
really grabbed me when I was married and had a place of
my own. I was struggling to be successful and learning
through my mistakes as we all do.

How did you meet each other and become cowriters of the UGJ almanac?
Chimera: Carol Ann was my mentor when I first
became a Master Gardener in 2005. We were Hotline
partners; I learned so much from her and still do. We share
a love of nature, insects, and learning. She also encouraged
me to write, which I had always wanted to do but was afraid
to try. For the almanac, generally I do a draft and then Carol
Ann adds to it and we work it out together over email.

quality of the information and the fact that it was local. It
was the first garden magazine I subscribed to and honestly
I can’t even remember how long ago it was. Over the
years I have learned to rely on it to keep abreast of what is
happening in our region.

What other publications do you write for?

How has UGJ influenced you over the years?
Harlos: I’ve been reading UGJ for a long time. I
frequently take copies of the magazine with me when I give
talks because the information is timely, entertaining, and
informative.
Chimera: Like many people, I picked up the first issue
free at some gardening event. I was impressed with the

Harlos: I write a monthly column for Forever Young,
which is Western New York’s oldest and only full-color
senior publication, with both print (40,000 copies a
month) and online editions. [You can see several dozen of
Carol Ann’s Forever Young columns by searching her name
at buffalospree.com.] I’m also a frequent contributor to
The Herbarist and The Essential Herbal magazines; I write
a monthly newsletter for Herb Gardeners of the Niagara
Frontier; and I’m the editor and a writer for the monthly
Erie County Master Gardener News. One of these days I
hope to compile my writings into a book.
Chimera: In addition to UGJ, I write for After 50,

ABOVE: Cinnamon fern
(Osmundastrum cinnamomeum) in Chimera's
garden. Photo by Lyn
Chimera
INSET LEFT: Carol
Ann Harlos by kc kratt.
Courtesy of Forever
Young Magazine
INSET RIGHT: Lyn
Chimera
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Figure 8 (the Federated Garden Club publication), the Erie
County Master Gardener News, and monthly garden tips for
clients and people on my mailing list.

Apart from writing, what do you enjoy
doing most?
ABOVE: Snapshot from
Chimera’s garden. Photo
by Lyn Chimera

OPPOSITE: Harlos's
garden in the fall, including fruitful crabapple
tree in background, rose
bush, pineapple sage,
dahlias, papyrus, and
more. Photo by Carol
Ann Harlos
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Harlos: I love, love to teach! I am a backyard beekeeper
and do many talks on bees as well as herbs, insects, plant
diseases, autumn gardening, bulbs, downsizing the garden,
living with deer, garden botany, garden Rx, garden ideas
for the classroom, houseplants, hydrangeas, making
more plants, pollinator gardens, and tillandsias. I love
giving talks (not lectures!) because there is so much joy
interacting with people. I have a great time and so do my
audiences. I go anywhere I am asked because it is so much
fun. I have given talks out-of-state several times.
Chimera: After retiring from teaching I became a
Master Gardener (MG). Working the Hotline was and still
is my favorite part of being an MG. In doing that, I saw
how many people had garden-related questions and just
needed some guidance, so I started a garden consulting
business called Lessons from Nature (lessonsfromnature.biz).
Basically, I make house calls and coach folks on everything
from groundcover and weed ID to pruning, always
stressing an ecological approach … helping people realize
gardening is a natural process, not a battle.
Another part of my business is giving presentations to

groups, which I love. Once a teacher always a teacher. I
specialize in native plants and ecological and sustainable
approaches to gardening but have more than twenty topics
and am always developing new ones based on requests. I
also teach for MG programs and present at Plantasia and
other gardening events, usually within the WNY area.

In your own gardens, what are your passions and
priorities?
Harlos: I am a generalist. I want to grow everything,
so I end up planting vegetables in between perennials
and annuals. I love working in the garden and hearing
and seeing honeybees (which I swear are mine) and other
pollinators buzzing about and going from flower to flower.
I also feed birds (nine feeders).
Chimera: My goal in gardening is always supporting
nature. I have more than 100 varieties of native plants
in my little half-acre village lot. However, I have many
nonnatives that are productive as well, so I’m not a total
natives snob. Not using pesticides or herbicides is one of
the best and easiest ways we can help nature. My gardens
have been chemical-free for about twenty-five years—and
the results are amazing.
What are your favorite horticulture resources?
Harlos: I favor the writings of Sally Cunningham, who
taught me and encouraged me to give talks. I love A Garden

of Marvels by Ruth Kassinger, The Secret Life of Plants by Tompkins
and Bird, and Fruit Key and Twig Key to Trees and Shrubs by William
Harlow, my go-to book for identification since college.
Chimera: Bringing Nature Home by Doug Tallamy was a real eyeopener for me as to the importance of planting to support beneficial
insects, the basis of the food chain for birds and other creatures.
Another favorite is The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben. You
will never look at a tree in the same way again after reading this book.

Who are your favorite local, regional, national, or
international horticulture personalities?
Harlos: Sally Cunningham, Jane L. Taylor, Eleanor Perenyi,
Fredrick Law Olmsted, and Tracy DiSabato-Aust.
Chimera: Locally, Sally Cunningham has been a mentor and does
so much to educate the public about gardening and good horticultural
practices. On a national level, Doug Tallamy is always wonderful.
Anything else you’d like to share?
Harlos: I also love growing indoor plants, plant propagation,
seed starting, growing orchids (I have only fifteen to date), and
hydroponics (aerogardens).
Chimera: I have enjoyed writing the almanac for UGJ. It keeps
me on my toes and makes me more aware of what I should be doing
when.

Michelle Sutton is a horticulturist, writer, and editor.

Welcome the Night with

by

Niggli Associates, Inc.

585-426-5940
www.light-scaping.com
Low Voltage Landscape and Architectural
Lighting Systems
Design / Consultation / Installation / Service
Add beauty, drama, elegance, security, and safety while
extending the functionality and enjoyment of your
landscape, gardens, decks, outdoor living space and home.
Certified Outdoor Lighting Designer by AOLP
Certified Low Voltage Lighting Technician by AOLP
Certified Nursery Landscape Professional by NYSNLA
Member of the Association of Outdoor Lighting Professionals
(AOLP), NYS Nursery Landscape Association, and PLANT GFLX
Recipient of AOLP Lighting Design Awards in 2007 & 2012
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Heirlooms
Art, Yoga & Horticulture
Classes - Sign up today!

Houseplants

Terrarium Workshop
March 5

Orchid Show
March 7-8

Natives

Spring Flowers
March 28 - April 26

Healing Power of Plants
March 29

Easter Egg Hunt
April 4

We also have organic herbs and veggy plants,
David Austin Roses, unique and hard-to-find annuals
and perennials, fruit trees and edibles; great ceramic pots,
unique garden art, “Made in America”tools, organic fertilizers,
soil amendments, disease and pest management;
and more shade plants than ever before!

Spring Arrangement
April 7 or 8

Bonsai Workshop
April 22 or 23

428 Rhode Island Street, Buffalo
716-362-8982 UrbanRoots.org

Hypertufa Workshop
May 9

www.buffalogardens.com

LET’S GET GROWING!!!
Stop in TODAY for the best selection of
Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs.
* Complete Landscape Design & Installation
* 5 Acres of Quality Nursery Stock
* Our Knowledgeable Staff Eagerly Awaits All
Your Gardening Questions!

SHOP “WHERE THE GRASS IS GREENER!”
Call Us Today!

s
’
y
r
e
Fa NURSERY &

LANDSCAPING
3170 Ridge Rd. Rt. 104
Ransomville, NY 14131
faeryslandscaping.com

(716) 791-4680

Mon.-Fri. 8-8; Sat. 8-5; Sun. 10-5
Like us on Facebook: faerysnurserylandscaping
Follow us on Pinterest: faerysnurseryla

Section name here
Seasonal Stakeout
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The beer
garden
by John Boccacino

H

aving grown up on a family farm situated on
South Bay Road in Cicero, John Barone admits
that farming was probably “in his blood” from an
early age.
Producing mostly onions, Barone embraced his family’s
ties to farming and started a retail farm market in 1987
that quickly morphed into a year-round animal feed
and pet store. For more than thirty years, he has owned
and operated Barone Gardens LLC, which operates on a
100,000-square-foot tract of land.
Barone Gardens grows premium selections of
geraniums, New Guinea impatiens, petunias, and begonias
among the more than 1,000 different varieties of plants
sold both in the retail store and in several garden centers
across the state.
But if you think Barone’s tale is that of a typical farmer
who loves getting his hands dirty, you’re only half right.
In 2019, Barone and two Cicero High School friends—
Tim Parkhurst and Paul Richer—had a crazy idea.
Barone was a big fan of drinking the delicious beers that
Parkhurst and Richer brewed, and he had ample space
for growing hops in his garden. So why not combine
his two loves, branch out into a new business venture,
and grow the pair’s hops in the garden center’s spacious
greenhouses?
Thus was born Hot House Brewing, the first brewery
to open in Cicero. Under Richer’s watchful eye as the fulltime brewer, Hot House Brewing produces more than a
dozen “easy-drinking, lower-alcohol-content,” small-batch
specialty beers.
The brews on tap at Hot House Brewing range from
those with Cicero connections—like Rattlesnake Gulch
IPA (featuring hints of orange and citrus), Plank Road
Porter (with an aroma of coffee to compliment the
malt flavor), and the Sorachi Blond Ale (a light-bodied
summertime brew). The most potent potable brewed on
site? The U Brut IPA, which boasts a 6.3 percent alcohol
by volume for those beer drinkers who want to consume a
beverage that packs more of a punch.
UPSTATE GARDENERS’ JOURNAL | 15

TOP: Hot House Brewing
founders
BOTTOM: Hot House
Brewing seating area
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“Having a brewery in a garden center/greenhouse is
thinking a little bit out of the box as we are one of the
first if not the first in the country to do so,” Barone says
proudly of Hot House Brewing. “But I don’t think any of us
had an idea how well this would be received.”
The addition of the brewery came at the right time
for Barone, who, along with his wife, Merry Beth, run
the garden center. With production from the greenhouse
doubling over the last ten years, the couple opted to
rededicate their efforts to boosting the retail side of the
business, providing a complete and thorough makeover
to Barone Gardens. As part of that makeover, and after
several trial runs growing hops in his greenhouses, Barone
decided that a brewery was the perfect addition to the
garden center.
“I’m always looking for other crops to grow, and I
started to trial grow hops in our greenhouses,” he says.
“Several people suggested that we investigate becoming
a New York State Farm Brewery, and I thought a farm
brewery could fit into our retail makeover plans.”
Another difference between Hot House Brewing and
your run-of-the-mill brewery is that unlike most brewers
who can only produce wet hop brews, accomplished by

brewing with hops fresh from the vine without any drying
or processing during the traditional fall growing season,
Barone has devised a strategy for extending the growing
season. Utilizing LED lights that extend the amount
of daylight available to these budding hops during our
normally trying winter, spring, and fall seasons, Hot
House Brewing produces its line of wet hop brews yearround.
“Growing hops in a greenhouse harvested at
unconventional times allows us to have wet hop beers
throughout the year,” Barone says. “Our production
numbers are increasing every week, which is very
encouraging considering we have only been open ten
months. We’re committed to supporting New York State
agriculture by using as close to 100 percent New York
State–grown malts and hops as we can.”
With Hot House Brewing selling its beers through a
distributor, beer enthusiasts can enjoy the Americanstyle microbrews at Central New York establishments like
Borio’s Restaurant on Oneida Lake, Twin Trees Pizza in
North Syracuse, and Angry Garlic in Baldwinsville.
For those who want to sip on suds in the on-site tap
room, Hot House Brewing’s tasting room presents a décor
that falls in line with the vibes of the greenhouses. Guests
who visit the tap room can sample beers in an enclosed
area directly underneath a greenhouse roof, surrounded
by lush and bright plants. “By having the greenhouse
seating area filled with green plants even in the winter,
we have created a unique experience that is great for
everyone. We have also decided to not have televisions in
the tasting room; we wanted to create an atmosphere for
conversation,” Barone says.
For a farmer who grew up on the family tract of land
and still works that same land all these years later, the
success of the garden center and brewery can be a bit
overwhelming, but Barone is just trying to savor how
much his patrons enjoy this unique hybrid of greens and
hops in Central New York.
“Initially, we thought we would just brew a barrel
(thirty-one gallons) of beer at a time and have a small
tasting room, but we quickly found that the batches have
grown in less than a year to ten-barrel batches,” Barone
says. “We are planning on increasing our production and
putting in a canning line over the next few months. I
would like to say we had a master plan, but the plan is to
grow the business to meet the demand and go where that
demand takes us.”
Barone Gardens’ greenhouse is closed Mondays and
Tuesdays, and open Wednesdays and Thursdays (from 10
a.m.- to 8 p.m.), Fridays and Saturdays (10 a.m. to 9 p.m.),
and Sundays (10 a.m. to 6 p.m.).
The tasting room at Hot House Brewing is closed
Mondays and Tuesdays, and open Wednesdays (11:30 a.m.
to 8 p.m.), Thursdays (11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.), Fridays and
Saturdays (11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.), and Sundays (11:30
a.m. to 7 p.m.).
John Boccacino, a Seneca Falls resident, works for
Syracuse University as the communications coordinator
in the office of alumni engagement.

BADDING BROS
FARM MARKET

& garden center

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
UNIQUE ANNUALS & PERENNIALS
BEAUTIFUL HANGING BASKETS
FAIRY & MINIATURE GARDENING
SUCCULENTS & AIR PLANTS
CUSTOM PLANTING
POTTERY & FOUNTAINS
WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
Proud to be a

Proven Winner Destination
for Annuals, Perennials
& Shrubs

10820 Transit Road • East Amherst
(716) 636-7824 • baddingbrosfarm.com
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Exclusive stores
Luxury brands
More than 170 specialty shops
Anthropologie
Brooks Brothers
Madewell
Soft Surroundings
Von Maur

Route 96, Victor
www.eastviewmall.com
(585) 223-4420

A Spectacular Display
Fresh From Our Greenhouses!
Beautiful Easter Plants

Azaleas, Daffodils, Hyacinths, Tulips, Lilies,
Hydrangeas, Begonias, Violets, Mums,
Mini Spring Gardens, Decorated Flowering Gifts,
& Much More!

Great Gardens Start at Galley’s!
Thousands of Beautiful
Annuals • Hanging Baskets • Perennials
Herbs • Vegetable Plants
Large Selection of Gardening Supplies
2722 Clinton Street (between Harlem & Union)
(Gardenville) West Seneca, NY 14224
(716) 822-9298 • Open & Growing Year ’Round
Growing the Highest Quality Plants Since 1922

A life rich with fun and friends
Come and enjoy a perfect blend of
independence and care, private life and
social life. At home in your own comfortable
room, you’ll find interesting activities, a
caring staff and a whole community of
friends right outside your door.
A little extra care, a lot more peace of mind.

100 ElderWood Court, Penfield, NY 14526
www.heathwoodassistedliving.com

Call 585-425-9663 for info or to schedule a tour

Uncommonly committed to our clients, our planet, and our craft.
1180 Commercial Drive, Farmington, NY 14225 | newenergyworks.com | 585.924.3860

Open Garden

Mr. Tilly‘s garden:
story and photos by Christine Froehlich
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Laying down tracks
W

hen Paul Tilly was a kid, he longed for a train
set. “I grew up on a busy farm and there just
wasn’t time for playing with trains,” he said.
Besides that, most of the places he lived didn’t have a big
enough basement for them.
As an adult, he’s making up for it. This octogenarian
is still a kid at heart, with plenty of time and more than
enough room for trains. In fact, they’ve taken over his
entire backyard garden.
It’s a kid’s dream on steroids. More than 200 feet of
tracks traverse nodding swaths of daylilies, fragrant phlox
and billowy hydrangeas. A shiny locomotive blows its horn
and rumbles across a bridge. Tiny people await its arrival
at a train station that’s nestled into a bunch of large leafed
hostas. Watch out for King Kong—he’s on top of the
bridge that crosses the blue pebbled river! Toy dinosaurs
and pretend snakes sun themselves near the tracks. Those
trains have plenty of stops to make: several villages packed
with miniature houses, farm equipment, water towers, and
various animals stand waiting.
Creating a train garden wasn’t part of the plan back in
1976 when Tilly and his wife Betty Lou bought their house
in Avon. They just wanted to turn their small overgrown
backyard into a garden they could enjoy. They enclosed
it with flowering trees, shrubs, and plenty of pollinator
plants. It was certified as a wildlife habitat in 1984.
Everything changed after Tilly went to a train show at
Rochester’s flower and landscape show, GardenScape, in
1992. “I had never seen trains displayed in gardens before,”
he says. “It inspired me to incorporate them into mine.”
Intent on his mission, Tilly began laying down
tracks. He created villages out of birdhouses he found at
lumberyards and populated them with miniature trucks,
toy cars, tiny animals and figurines he picked up at tag
sales. He kept collecting engines and eventually had to
turn the chicken house into a shed to store them all.
At first the train garden was just for him—his two
kids were already grown and gone. The idea of sharing it
came after a local nursery school heard about his garden
and asked if they could visit for a field trip. It caught
on, and soon he and Betty Lou began hosting other
area preschools. She helps organize the tours and Tilly
instructs, using the some of the training he received when
his garden was certified as a wildlife habitat.

OPPOSITE: Learning
is designed to be fun
here—the only hard
part is deciding what
you want to see first
.

TOP: Mr. Tilly's garden is a destination
for neighborhood kids
.

BOTTOM: Fantasies
can run wild in this
playful garden. Either
King Kong or the
dinosaur is going
to pounce on that
locomotive.
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TOP LEFT: Finds from
hardware stores and tag
sales supply the tiny villages. Here, birdhouses
have been transformed
into miniature buildings.
.

TOP RIGHT: Paul introduces teaching opportunities throughout the
garden—a giant ladybug
helps young visitors find
out about beneficial
insects.
.

BOTTOM: Kids learn
about pollinators by
seeing them flock to the
bee balm, coneflowers
and phlox.

As an experienced father, grandfather of four and
great grandfather of eleven, he gets young children.
“Kids around three to four years old are very curious and
observant about everything,” he says. “A lot of trains get
knocked off the track when they visit, but that’s ok—they
learn by touching.”
But it’s not just about trains. There’s plenty more to
learn about here. Tilly makes a game out of teaching them
to observe. He might ask kids to hunt for Godzilla, King
Kong, or a certain type of frog, snake, or dinosaur. Maybe
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they’ll have to search for a particular vegetable—all are
grown in containers so they can be found and observed
easily.
He uses his habitat garden as an opportunity to teach
kids about plants and their environment. “You can’t
start too early,” he claims. Young visitors can discover
the worms in the compost bin and see how they benefit
the soil. Which flowers attract butterflies and birds?
There they are, flitting around masses of beebalm and
coneflowers. How do the plants get watered? Tilly shows

TOP LEFT: This terracotta chicken heads back
toward the hen house
with hens and chicks on
her back. Touches like
this delight and instruct
young visitors.

TOP RIGHT: That frog
on the left might be on
the treasure hunt list.
Maybe he’ll tell us what
insects he likes to eat.

BOTTOM: Passengers
wait to board Thomas
the train as he pulls up
to the local station.

them how his rain barrels help conserve water.
There’s plenty more to delight young hearts—a giant red
ladybug, Thomas the train, a pink lady scarecrow holding a
basket of flowers, a giant teddy bear, and a locomotive that
blows bubbles as it chugs down the tracks. Tilly recently
built a miniature playhouse, complete with Elmo and his
friends all set up for a tea party. “Even the boys loved that,”
he laughs.
Local garden clubs, family and neighborhood kids can’t
resist the appeal. During the Avon Corn festival in August,

it’s packed with visitors. “I open it so people can have a
place to sit and relax,” Tilly says.
It’s hard to tell who’s having more fun here, but one
thing is clear: It’s never too late to have the childhood you
want.

Find Christine Froehlich at
gardeningwithwhatyouhave.com.
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Calendar
WEBINAR
March 19: Creating Pollinator Habitat—What Insects
Should I Expect? 12–12:45pm. Webinar discussion
about the insects found in pollinator habitat trial
plots, whether they are “good” or “bad” and what
environmental impacts this may have. Presented by
NYS Integrated Pest Management Program, Cornell
University. To join: cornell.zoom.us/j/251724066.

BUFFALO
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of WNY meets
the third Tuesday of the month, March—December,
at 7pm, Greenfield Health & Rehab Facility, 5949
Broadway, Lancaster. April 25–26: African Violet
& Gesneriad Show & Sale, see Calendar (below).
judyoneil1945@gmail.com.
Alden Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month (except July & August) at 7pm, Alden
Community Center, West Main Street, Alden. New
members and guests welcome. Plant sale each May.
716/937-7924.
Amana Garden Club meets the second Wednesday
of the month (except January) at Ebenezer United
Church of Christ, 630 Main Street, West Seneca.
Visitors welcome. 716/844-8543; singtoo@aol.com.
Amherst Garden Club meets the fourth Wednesday of
the month (except December, March, July & August)
at 10am, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Main Street,
Williamsville. New members and guests welcome.
716/836-5397.
Bowmansville Garden Club meets the first Monday of
the month (except June, July, August & December)
at 7pm, Bowmansville Fire Hall, 36 Main Street,
Bowmansville. New members and guests welcome.
For more information 716/361-8325.
Buffalo Area Daylily Society. East Aurora Senior Center,
101 King Street, East Aurora. Friendly group who
get together to enjoy daylilies. Plant Sales, May &
August. Open Gardens, June–August. Facebook.
Buffalo Bonsai Society meets the second Saturday of
the month, 1pm, ECC North Campus, STEM Building,
Room 102. May 9: Auction. June 6–7: Bonsai Show,
see Calendar (below). buffalobonsaisociety.com.
Federated Garden Clubs NYS—District 8.
Nancy Kalieta, Director, nancyk212@aol.com.
gardenclubsofwny.com.
Friends of Kenan Herb Club meets the fourth Monday
of the month at 6pm (January–March), 5:30pm (April–
November), Kenan Center for the Arts, 433 Locust
Street, Lockport. May 30: Plant Sale, see Calendar
(below). Meeting dates, times and campus locations:
kenancenter.org/affiliates.asp; 716/433-2617.
Garden Club of the Tonawandas meets the third
Thursday of the month at 7pm, Tonawanda City Hall,
Community Room.
Garden Friends of Clarence meets the second
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, September–June,
Town Park Clubhouse, 10405 Main Street, Clarence.
gardenfriendsofclarence@hotmail.com.
Hamburg Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month at noon, Hamburg Community Center, 107
Prospect Avenue, Hamburg. Summer garden tours.
716/649-6789; lonabutler4@gmail.com.
Kenmore Garden Club meets the second Tuesday of the
month (except July, August & December) at 10:00am,
Kenmore United Methodist Church, 32 Landers Road,
Kenmore. Activities include guest speakers, floral
designs and community service. April: Raised Bed &
Container Gardening with Mark Yadon. May 22–23:
Plant Sale, see Calendar (below). New members and
guests welcome. songnbird@aol.com.
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Ken-Sheriton Garden Club meets the second Tuesday
of the month (except January) at 7pm, St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church, 576 Delaware Road, Kenmore.
Monthly programs, artistic design and horticulture
displays. New members and guests welcome.
716/833-8799; dstierheim@gmail.com.
Lancaster Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month (except January, July & August) at 7pm, St.
John Lutheran Church, 55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster.
All are welcome. 716/685-4881.
Niagara Frontier Koi and Pond Club meets the second
Friday of the month at 7pm, Zion United Church, 15
Koening Circle, Tonawanda.
Niagara Frontier Orchid Society (NFOS) meets the first
Tuesday following the first Sunday (dates sometimes
vary due to holidays, etc.), September–June,
Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo.
niagarafrontierorchids.org.
Orchard Park Garden Club meets the first Thursday
of the month at 12pm, Orchard Park Presbyterian
Church, 4369 South Buffalo Street, Orchard Park.
Contact: Sandra Patrick, 716/662-2608.
Ransomville Garden Club meets the third Wednesday
or Saturday of the month at 5:45pm, Ransomville
Community Library, 3733 Ransomville Road,
Ransomville. Meetings are open to all. Community
gardening projects, educational presentations, June
plant sale. bbonnie2313@gmail.com.
Silver Creek-Hanover Garden Club meets the second
Saturday of the month at 11am, Silver Creek Senior
Center, 1823 Lake Road (Rte. 5), Silver Creek.
edlorrie@yahoo.com; Facebook.
South Towns Gardeners meets the second Friday of
the month (except January) at 9:30am, West Seneca
Senior Center. New members welcome. June 6: Plant
Sale, see Calendar (below).
Town and Country Garden Club of LeRoy meets the
second Wednesday of the month (except February)
at 6:30pm, First Presbyterian Church, 7 Clay Street,
LeRoy. New members and guests are welcome.
585/768-2712; ritawallace005@gmail.com; Facebook.
Western New York Herb Study Group meets the
second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Buffalo
and Erie County Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park
Avenue, Buffalo.
Western New York Honey Producers, Inc. Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Erie County, 21 South
Grove Street, East Aurora. wnyhpa.org.
Western New York Hosta Society. East Aurora Senior
Center, 101 King Street, East Aurora. Meetings with
speakers, newsletter, sales. Hosta teas first Saturday
of July, August, September. h8staman@aol.com;
wnyhosta.com.
Western New York Hosta Society Breakfast Meetings,
a friendly get-together, first Saturday (winter months
only) at 10am, Forestview Restaurant, Depew.
wnyhosta.com.
Western NY Iris Society usually meets the first Sunday
of the month (when Iris are not in bloom), 1–4pm,
at the Lancaster Public Library, 5466 Broadway,
Lancaster. Information about acquiring and growing
irises (bearded & non-bearded) and complimentary
perennials, annual flower show & summer iris sale.
Guests welcome716/837-2285; drsnooks@twc.com.
Western New York Rose Society meets the third
Wednesday of each month at 7pm, St. StephensBethlehem United Church of Christ, 750 Wehrle
Drive, Williamsville. March 18: Preparing Your
Garden—planting, pruning, fertilizing & spraying.
April 15: Growing Different Types of Roses in WNY.
wnyrosesociety.net.
Youngstown Garden Club meets the second
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, First Presbyterian
Church, 100 Church Street, Youngstown.

FREQUENT HOSTS
AAA/HCT: Great Garden Travel with Sally
Cunningham & AAA/HorizonClubTours. 1-800242-4244; horizonclubtours.com/garden-travel.
BECBG: Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens,
2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14218.
716/827-1584; buffalogardens.com.
CCE/EC: Cornell Cooperative Extension, Erie
County, 21 South Grove Street, East Aurora, NY
14052. 716/652-5400 x174; jah663@cornell.edu;
erie.cce.cornell.edu.
LOCK: Lockwood’s Garden Center, 4484 Clark
Street, Hamburg, NY 14075. 716/649-4684;
weknowplants.com.
REIN: Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93
Honorine Drive, Depew, NY 14043. 716/6835959; dec.ny.gov.

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
T- Indicates garden tours.
Ongoing through April 10: Great Plant Sale Pre-Order.
Pre-order from a variety of perennials, shrubs and
annuals for pick up at the Great Plant Sale, May
14–16. BECBG
March 18: Senior Stroll, 10am. Enjoy a leisurely guided
walk through the woods. Adults only. Registration
required. REIN
March 18: Plantasia Preview Night, 5:30–8pm.
Reflections. Fairgrounds Event Center, 5820 South
Park Avenue, Hamburg. plantasiany.com.
F- March 19–22: Plantasia, Thursday–Saturday,
10am–9pm; Sunday, 10am–5pm. Reflections.
Garden displays, seminars, vendors. Fairgrounds
Event Center, 5820 South Park Avenue, Hamburg.
plantasiany.com.
March 21: Woods Walk—Nature Guide’s Choice, 11am.
Join a guided nature walk through the woods. No
registration required. REIN
March 23: Western NY Buyer-Grower Regional
Conference, 9am–6pm. Workshops, networking
forums & vendors. Presented by Cornell Harvest NY
and Field & Fork Network.
$65. Location: The Foundry Suites, 1738 Elmwood
Avenue, Buffalo. Tickets on eventbrite.com.
March 23: Beginning Integrated Pest Management in
the WNY Region, 11am. Email for information. $15
members; $30 non-members. Registration required.
Draves Arboretum; dravesarboretum@rochester.
rr.com.
March 24–April 14: Beginner Watercolor Painting, 4
Tuesdays, 8:45–11:15am. Learn the basics of how to
paint with watercolors. Taught by Joan Saba. Series:
$68 members; $76 non-members. Single session: $17
members; $19 non-members. Registration required.
BECBG
March 24–April 14: Intermediate Watercolor Painting,
4 Tuesdays, 5:45–8:15pm. For students with previous
experience who would like to move beyond the
basics. Series: $68 members; $76 non-members.
Single session: $17 members; $19 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG
March 25–April 15: Beginner Watercolor Painting, 4
Wednesdays, 5:45–8:15pm. See the description under
March 24. Series: $68 members; $76 non-members.
Single session: $17 members; $19 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG

March 28: Conservation Program, 11:30am. Sally
Cunningham will present, Tweak the Paradigm:
The positive choices we must make for healthier
yards, gardens and eco-systems. Hosted by Grow
Jamestown & Jamestown Renaissance Corporation.
chautauquawatershed.org.
F- March 28–April 26: Spring Flower Exhibit. Over
22,000 bulbs on display, 4-H mini-farm. Visit the
Easter Bunny, April 4, 10, 11. Included with admission.
BECBG
March 28–June 13: Horticulture IV Certificate
Program, 5 Saturdays, 11am–1pm. Taught by David
Clark, Horticulturist & CNLP. Gardening for Wildlife;
Four Seasons Gardening; Creative Containers &
Raised Beds; Herbs & Medicinal Plants; Backyard
Ecology. Series: $100 members; $125 non-members.
Single class: $20 members; $25 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG
March 29: Talk by Sally Cunningham, 1:30pm.
Registration required. LOCK
April 2: Pesticide Applicator Training & Credit Course,
Core Training, 8:15am–12:15pm; DEC Exam, 1pm.
Open to those seeking Private or Commercial
Category Pesticide Applicator Certification. Hosted
by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Wyoming
County. Location: Wyoming County Agriculture
and Business Center, 36 Center Street, Room LC1,
Warsaw. $20 CCE Ag enrollees; $30 non-enrollees.
Advance registration & training manuals required. Don
Gasiewicz, 585/786-2251x113; drg35@cornell.edu.
F- April 4: Stories in the Woods, 10am. Children ages
3–7 can enjoy hearing a nature story, followed by
a guided walk in the woods. Registration required.
REIN
April 4: The Science of Pruning & Basic Pruning
Practices, Part 1, 10–11am; Part 2, 11:15am–
12:15pm. Presented by Jeff Fabian. $10 single
session; $15 both sessions. Registration required.
LOCK
April 5: Easter Blooming Planter Bowls, 1:30pm.
Create a planter filled with fresh spring flowers to
take home. $45. Registration required. LOCK
April 7 or 8: Fresh Spring Floral Arrangement, 6 pm.
Create a fragrant flower display for your table. $40
members; $45 non-members. Registration required.
BECBG
F- April 11: Introduction to Nature Journaling, 10am.
Learn techniques, tips and tricks to sketching in the
outdoors. For adults and children ages 6 and older.
Registration required. REIN
April 11: Introduction to Forest Bathing, 2pm. Guided
walk will focus on the sights, sounds and smells
of the forest to induce relaxation and ease stress.
Registration required. REIN
April 15: Senior Stroll, 10am. See description under
March 18. Adults only. Registration required. REIN
April 16–30: Botanical Drawing Series, 3 Thursdays,
6:30pm. Focus will be on the shapes and flowers
of springtime. All levels welcome. Taught by Beth
Henesey. $10 single session; $25 series. Registration
required. LOCK
April 18: Principles of Garden Design, 10 am. Mike
Frank will cover the steps required to design a wellconsidered landscape. $15. Registration required.
LOCK
April 18: Woods Walk—Nature Guide’s Choice, 11am.
See description under March 21. No registration
required. REIN
April 18: Wake Up Your Garden, 1:30pm. Beth Henesey
will offer tips & reminders of what needs to be done
in the garden now for success through the season.
$10. Registration required. LOCK
April 19: Make a Cool Season Porch Pot, 1:30pm.
Plant up a container of pansies to take home. $40.
Registration required. LOCK

April 21–May 19: Beginner Watercolor Painting, 4
Tuesdays, 8:45–11:15am. See the description under
March 24. Series: $68 members; $76 non-members.
Single session: $17 members; $19 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG
April 21–May 19: Intermediate Watercolor Painting,
4 Tuesdays, 5:45–8:15pm. See the description under
March 24. Series: $68 members; $76 non-members.
Single session: $17 members; $19 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG
April 22–May 20: Beginner Watercolor Painting, 4
Wednesdays, 5:45–8:15pm. See the description under
March 24. Series: $68 members; $76 non-members.
Single session: $17 members; $19 non-members.
Registration required. BECBG
April 22 or 23: Beginning Bonsai, 6–9pm. Fashion
a live bonsai tree while learning about the art of
bonsai, techniques and styles. Taught by members of
the Buffalo Bonsai Society. $75 members; $80 nonmembers. Registration required. BECBG
April 24: Arbor Day Tree Tours & Planting. Tree Tours,
12:30 & 2pm. Tree Planting, 1:30pm. BECBG
April 24: Botanical Gardens’ 120th Anniversary Party,
6–9pm. Live music, hors d’oeuvres, champagne toast
and more. Includes open bar of champagne cocktails,
beer, wine, hour d’oeuvres and commemorative glass.
$45 members; $50 non-members; $60 after April 1.
BECBG
April 25: Spring Hanging Door Basket, 10am. Create
your own using fresh spring flowers. $45. Registration
required. LOCK
April 25: How to Style Your Backyard Living Space,
1:30pm. Beth Henesey will share a range of ideas,
from choosing plants that will naturally repel
mosquitos to coordinating cushions and pillows. $10.
Registration required. LOCK
April 25–26: African Violet & Gesneriad Show & Sale,
Saturday, 12–6pm; Sunday, 11am–4pm. Marvelous
African Violets and Gesneriads. Presented by African
Violet & Gesneriad Society of WNY. Walden Galleria
Mall, Cheektowaga. 716/662-9434.
April 26: Summer Blooming Bulbs, 1:30pm. David Clark
will discuss summer bulbs and how to grow them
successfully in the home garden. $15. Registration
required. LOCK
April 27: Creating New Realities, 6:30–8:30pm. Sally
Cunningham will present, Tweaking the Paradigm:
Make eco-friendly choices. Location: 307 Bowen
Road, Elma.
April 28: Phragmites Strike Team Training, 5:30pm.
Join this team of volunteers to help monitor and
remove an invasive plant threatening Reinstein
Woods’ wetlands. No experience needed.
Registration required. REIN
May 2: Spring Bulb Sale, 8am. Choose from spent
bulbs used in the spring exhibit. Bag provided, you
fill. $12 per bag, limit 3. Location: garage behind the
Botanical Gardens. BECBG
May 2: Towering Violas, 10am. Participants will plant a
terra cotta strawberry jar container with fresh violas to
take home. $50. Registration required. LOCK
May 2: Woods Walk—Biomimicry, 11am. Take a guided
walk to learn about ideas humans have borrowed
from nature. No registration required. REIN
May 2: Mothers’ Day Flower Raffle, 1–4pm.
Send email for information. Draves Arboretum;
dravesarboretum@rochester.rr.com.
May 8–10: Spring Open House. Chicken Coop
Originals, 13245 Clinton Street, Alden. 716/937-7837;
Facebook; chickencooporiginals.com.
May 9: Basic Tree ID. Email for information. Draves
Arboretum; dravesarboretum@rochester.rr.com.

May 9: Hypertufa Container, 9am or 1pm. Fashion your
own unique planting container using a mix of peat
moss, Portland cement and perlite. $25 members;
$30 non-members. Registration required. BECBG
S- May 15–16: The Great Plant Sale, Friday, 10am–8pm;
Saturday, 9am–4pm. Annuals, perennials, shrubs,
hanging baskets, tropical plants and more. BECBG
May 15–18: Spring Open House. Chicken Coop
Originals, 13245 Clinton Street, Alden. 716/937-7837;
Facebook; chickencooporiginals.com.

SAVE THE DATE…
S- May 16: Lewiston Garden Club Perennial Plant Sale,
10am–1pm. Plants from club members’ gardens.
Lewiston Red Brick Gym, N 4th & Onondaga Streets,
Lewiston.
May 16: Woods Walk—Nature Guide’s Choice, 11am.
See description under March 21. No registration
required. REIN
May 20: Senior Stroll, 10am. See description under
March 18. Adults only. Registration required. REIN
S- May 22–23: Master Gardener Plant Sale, Friday,
8:30am–3pm; Saturday, 8:30am–2pm. Presented
by Erie County Master Gardeners. Location: First
Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, One Symphony Circle,
Buffalo. CCE/EC
S- May 22–23: Kenmore Garden Club Plant Sale,
Friday, 9am–7pm; Saturday, 9am–2pm. Unusual
annuals, perennials, herbs, vegetables & hanging
baskets. Cash or check only. Location: 939 Delaware
Road, Tonawanda. songnbird@aol.com.
S- May 23: Smallwood Garden Club Plant & Garden
Art Sale, 9am–3pm. Perennials, annuals, vegetable
plants, baskets, planters, garden-related art & brica-brack. Master gardeners, rosarians & landscape
advice will be available. Faith United Church of Christ,
corner Maple & Hopkins Roads, Williamsville.
S- May 23: East Aurora Garden Club Perennial Sale.
Grey Street Plaza, East Aurora.
S- May 30: Friends of Kenan Herb Plant Sale, 10am–
3pm. Rain or shine. Kenan House, 433 Locust Street,
Lockport.
June 6: Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip. Join UGJ staff
as we travel by motor coach to tour the Ithaca region.
Highlights include a visit to Cornell Botanic Gardens;
shopping at a variety of nurseries including Bakers’
Acres and Cayuga Landscape; wine tasting and more.
Lunch included. $85. Registration required. Please call
to reserve your seat: 716/432-8688; 585-591-2860.
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal, 390 Hillside Avenue,
Rochester, NY 14610. upstategardenersjournal.com.
S- June 6: South Towns Gardeners Plant Sale, 10am–
3pm. Annuals, perennials, garden shed treasures &
gifts, baked goods sale and raffle. Location: Charles
E. Burchfield Nature & Arts Center, 2001 Union Road,
West Seneca.
June 6–7: Bonsai Show, 10am–4:30pm. Presented by
Buffalo Bonsai Society. Included with admission.
BECBG
June 20–21: Lewiston GardenFest, 10am–5pm. More
than 80 vendors, expert advice, demonstrations,
container garden contest & open gardens. Presented
by the Lewiston Garden Club. Center Street,
Lewiston. lewistongardenfest.com.
June 22–26: Tour Quebec’s Eastern Townships &
Montreal Botanical Garden. Travel with Sally
Cunningham. AAA/HCT
July 7: Surprises in the Southtowns—Gardens of East
Aurora & Holland. Tour with Sally Cunningham. AAA/
HCT
T- July 11: Samuel P. Capen Garden Walk, 10am–4pm.
See 60-70 private gardens and public spaces
showcasing the neighborhoods surrounding the UB
South Campus. ourheights.org/gardenwalk.
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masterson's
GARDEN CENTER, INC.
& AQUATIC NURSERY

we carry

NATIVE & POLLINATOR PLANTS
BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
WATER GARDENS
ORGANICS

Get Ready to $ave a Bundle in the

BARE ROOT BARN

new

CLASSES &
WORKSHOPS

OPENING ON MARCH 16, 2020
Over 200 varieties of.....

• Ornamental Shade Trees
• Flowering &
Hedge Shrubs
• Evergreen Seedlings

• Root Vegetables
• Flowering Vines
• Fruit & Nut Trees
• Small Fruits

Tur

BEEKEEPING, GARDENING, KIDS & MORE

nbull’s

725 olean road | east aurora | 716.655.0133
www.mastersons.net

— IT’S A GOOD THING YOU’VE FOUND US. —
WNY/Southern Tier… call Chuck 585.261.6370
East/Central NYS…

call Katie 585.356.0972

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS: 1980–2020

Largest Grower of Perennials and Herbs in Central New York

20 Display Gardens to View
Large Selection of Perennials, Trees & Shrubs
Opening for the season April 3rd, 9am–5pm
Will be closed Easter Sunday
HOURS: April to October, Weekdays 8am–5pm
(May & June 8am–6pm) • Weekends 9am–5pm

Visit us at: www.bakersacres.net • E-mail us at: info@bakersacres.net
Located on Rte 34 btwn. Ithaca & Auburn, in No. Lansing

1104 AUBURN RD 34 • GROTON, NY 13073 • (607) 533-4653

Cayuga
Landscape
Ithaca, NY

Garden Center Hours:
MON-FRI 8–6, SAT 9–5, SUN 10–4
Design Office Hours:
MON-FRI 8–5

Known for Tremendous Horticultural Diversity
+ Passionate, Knowledgeable Staff

S

DON’T MIS

2 Day

What’s
Trending

Open House & Seminars
Foliage Friday

March 27, 10:00am - 4:00pm

Succulent Saturday

March 28, 10:00am - 4:00pm
For further information visit

mischlersflorist.com

g
Comin!
Soon

¢
59

PERENNIAL

SALE
April 24 - May 2
Over 175,000 plants 100 Varieties

Glimpses into Our Garden Center Above: Early Summer Roses + Perennials with View
Across Cayuga Lake

2712 N. Triphammer Rd.
607-257-3000
www.cayugalandscape.com
Left: Sharp’s Pygmy Japanese Maple in Ornamentals
Section

Garden Center Opens March 12th

2020 Perennial Sale List available on-line at

mischlersflorist.com

BOTH EVENTS WILL BE HELD AT
118 South Forest Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221

Calendar
BUFFALO cont.
T- July 11: Capen by Night, 8–10pm. See the gardens at
night. Part of Samuel P. Capen Garden Walk (above).
ourheights.org/gardenwalk.
T- July 11–12: Hamburg Garden Walk, 10am–4pm. Selfguided. Maps & vendors: Memorial Park bandstand,
corner Lake & Union Streets. Free. Rain or shine.
hamburggardenwalk.com.
July 14: Garden Walk Buffalo Sampler Tour. With Sally
Cunningham. AAA/HCT
T- July 17–18: Northwest Buffalo Tour of Gardens.
BRRAlliance, 716/202-9070; brralliance.org.
T- July 17–18: Ken-Ton Garden Tour—Night Lights,
8:30–11pm. See the gardens illuminated at night.
Self-guided. Free. kentongardentour.com.
T- July 18–19: Ken-Ton Garden Tour—Day Tour, 10am–
4pm. Visit gardens in the Village of Kenmore & Town
of Tonawanda. Self-guided. Free. kentongardentour.
com.
T- July 25–26: Garden Walk Buffalo. Over 400 urban
gardens. Free. gardensbuffaloniagara.com.

ITHACA
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
Adirondack Chapter, North American Rock Garden
Society (ACNARGS) meets the third Saturday of the
month (except in summer) at 1pm, Whetzel Room,
404 Plant Science Building, Cornell University, Ithaca.
Meetings are open to all. June 18–20: Annual General
Meeting, see Calendar (below). 607/269-7070;
acnargs.org; Facebook.com/acnargs.

March 20: Vernal Equinox Walk—Searching for Spring,
12–1:30pm. Guided walk in the Mundy Wildflower
Garden. Led by botanist Robert Wesley and Krissy
Boys, gardener & native plant specialist. Cornell
Botanic Gardens, Brian C. Nevin Welcome Center,
124 Comstock Knoll Road, Ithaca. Free. 607/2547430; cornellbotanicgardens.org.
March 21: Veggie Gardening 101, 10am–12:30pm.
Beginning vegetable gardeners will learn how to site
a garden, prepare the soil, start and transplant seeds,
choose and use mulch, care for plants throughout
the season and when to harvest produce. Class will
also cover gardening in containers and some easy
vegetables to try growing. Registration required.
CCE/TOM
March 25: Seed Starting, 6–8pm. Class will cover
various starting techniques, recipes for making
potting and fertilizer mixes, grow lights, heat mats
and soil blocks. Participants will leave with a few
starts to take home. Registration required. CCE/TOM
March 29: Don’t Get Ticked, 2–3pm. Learn about the
habitat, biology, identification and control of ticks
plus the basics of what to do if you find a tick on your
body. Location: Tompkins County Public Library, 101
East Green Street, Ithaca. Free; donations welcome.
CCE/TOM
April 1: Mason Bee Houses, 6–8pm. Jacob Johnston
from Nature’s Touch Consulting will give a
presentation on the life cycle of native solitary bees
and will demonstrate how to make a bee hotel for the
garden. Materials will be provided for participants to
make one to take home. Registration required. CCE/
TOM
April 4: Climate Wise Gardening—An Earthkeeping
Fair, 10am–3pm. Hands-on activities, demonstrations,
exhibits, talks and films. Location: Boynton Middle
School, 1601 N. Cayuga Street, Ithaca. Free. CCE/
TOM

Auraca Herbarists, an herb study group, usually meets
the second Tuesday of the month at noon, Cornell
Botanic Gardens, Ithaca. Brownbag lunch at noon
followed by the program and herb of the month.
Field trips during the growing season. All are
welcome. Contact: Pat Curran, pc21@cornell.edu.

April 6: Citizen Pruner Part 1—Tree Selection & Plant
Care, 7–8:30pm. Four-part training series for those
who wish to become Citizen Pruner Volunteers and
for members of the general public who just want to
know more about trees and how to care for them.
Registration required. CCE/TOM

Elmira Garden Club meets the first Thursday of the
month, April–December, at 6pm, 426 Fulton Street,
Elmira. Annual plant sale, workshops, monthly
meetings, local garden tours and community
gardening services. Karen Coletta, 607/731-8320;
Facebook.

April 8: Up Your Vegetable Gardening Game—
Pointers on Making it Pretty, 6–8pm. Master
Gardener Teresa Craighead will cover flowers to use
in and around the vegetable garden, considerations
when introducing vegetables into ornamental
gardens, vegetables with ornamental qualities,
potager gardens, elements of garden design,
planting patterns that please the eye, structures and
accessories. Registration required. CCE/TOM

Finger Lakes Native Plant Society meets the third
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Unitarian Church
annex, corner of Buffalo & Aurora, Ithaca. Enter side
door on Buffalo Street & up the stairs. 607/257-4853.
Windsor NY Garden Group meets the second and
fourth Tuesdays of the month at 10am, members’
homes or Windsor Community House, 107 Main
Street, Windsor. windsorgardengroup.suerambo.com.

FREQUENT HOST
CCE/TOM: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Tompkins County, 615 Willow Avenue, Ithaca,
NY 14850. 607/272-2292; ccetompkins.org.

CLASSES / EVENTS
March 18: Planning Your Vegetable Garden, 6–8pm.
Experienced vegetable gardeners will learn how to
create a garden plan that includes timing on seeding,
transplanting, succession planting, interplanting
flowers & herbs and crop rotation. Planning styles
discussed will include drawings, spreadsheets,
journals and online programs. Registration required.
CCE/TOM
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April 15: Propagating and Growing Culinary Herbs,
6–8pm. Karma Glos of Kingbird Farm will discuss
growing herbs from cuttings and seeds plus how
to process and dry herbs. Participants will practice
rooting herb cuttings and will take one rooted cutting
home. Registration required. CCE/TOM
April 20: Citizen Pruner Part 2—Pruning Trees,
7–8:30pm. See description under April 6. Registration
required. CCE/TOM
April 22: Right Plant, Right Place, 6–8pm. Registration
required. CCE/TOM
F- April 26: Compost Fair, 12–4pm. Tours, live music,
food and activities. Free. CCE/TOM
April 27: Citizen Pruner Part 3—Pruning Shrubs,
7–8:30pm. See description under April 6. Registration
required. CCE/TOM
April 29: Growing Cut Flowers, 6–8pm. Learn
about varieties that are easy to grow in the home
garden and that lend themselves to making floral
arrangements. Participants will go home with seeds.
Registration required. CCE/TOM
May 4: Citizen Pruner Part 4—Hands-on Workshop,
7–8:30pm. See description under April 6. Registration
required. CCE/TOM

May 6: No Till Gardening Techniques, 6–8pm.
Participants will learn a variety of no-dig techniques
including broad forking, lazy beds and using raised
beds. Hands-on class will be held outdoors, weather
permitting. Registration required. CCE/TOM
May 13: Sustainable Rose Care, 6–8pm. Learn about
the easy-care roses that flourish in the Finger Lakes
region. Class will cover planting, fertilizing, proper
care and pruning. Registration required. CCE/TOM
S- May 16: Spring Garden Fair & Plant Sale, 9am–2pm.
Shop from over 40 local growers & 15 garden
groups offering annuals, perennials, herbs, vegetable
transplants and heirlooms, flowering & fruit trees,
shrubs, hardy roses, specialty plants and gardening
advice. Free soil pH testing. Location: Ithaca High
School, 1401 N. Cayuga Street, Ithaca. CCE/TOM

SAVE THE DATE…
June 18–20: North American Rock Garden Society
Annual General Meeting. International speakers,
garden tours, plant sale, book sales/signings and
more. Hosted by Adirondack Chapter, North
American Rock Garden Society. Ithaca. acnargs.org;
nargs.org.
T- July 11: Southern Cayuga Garden Club Tour, 11am–
4pm. Marvelous Mid-Summer Gardens & More.
Tickets available day of, 10:30am: Smith’s General
Store Museum, State Route 90, Genoa. $15.
September 6: Garden Tour, 1–5pm. See 3 local
gardens. Hosted by Bedlam Gardens. Fundraiser for
local food pantry & Camp Gregory. $5 per garden.
315/224-0187; bedlamgardens@gmail.com.

ROCHESTER
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
7th District Federated Garden Clubs New York
State, Inc. meets the first Wednesday of the month.
7thdistrictfgcnys.org.
African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Rochester
meets the first Wednesday of the month (except in
summer), 7–9pm, Messiah Church, 4301 Mount Read
Blvd., Rochester. All are welcome. April 1: Preparing
Your Plants for Show. April 18: Show & Sale, see
Calendar (below). Stacey Davis, 585/426-5665; stacey.
davis@rit.edu; avgsr.org.
Big Springs Garden Club of Caledonia-Mumford
meets the second Monday evening of the month,
September–November, January–May. New members
and guests welcome. 585/314-6292; mdolan3@
rochester.rr.com; Facebook.
Bloomfield Garden Club meets the third Thursday of
the month (except May, July & August) at 11:45am,
Veterans Park, 6910 Routes 5 & 20, Bloomfield.
Visitors and prospective new members welcome. May
16: Plant Sale, see Calendar (below). Diane Nelson,
585/435-7896. Facebook.
Bonsai Society of Upstate New York meets the
fourth Tuesday of the month at the Brighton
Town Park Lodge, Buckland Park, 1341 Westfall
Road, Rochester. 585/334-2595; Facebook;
bonsaisocietyofupstateny.org.
Country Gardeners of Webster meets the second
Monday of the month (except Februrary, July &
August) at 7pm at various locations. All aspects of
gardening covered, outside speakers, projects, visits
to local gardens, community gardening involvement.
Includes coffee and social time. Guests welcome.
585/265-4762.
Creative Gardeners of Penfield meets the second
Monday of the month at 9:15am (except July &
August), Penfield United Methodist Church, 1795
Baird Road, Penfield. Visitors welcome. Call 585/3852065 if interested in attending a meeting.

Fairport Garden Club meets the third Thursday
evening of each month (except August & January).
Accepting new members. fairportgc@gmail.com;
fairportgardenclub.com.
Garden Club of Brockport meets the second
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, Jubilee Church,
3565 Lake Road, Brockport. Speakers, hands-on
sessions. Georgie: 585/964-7754; georgietoates@
yahoo.com.
Garden Club of Mendon meets the third Tuesday of
the month, 10am–1pm, Mendon Community Center,
167 North Main Street, Honeoye Falls. Work on
community gardens and gather new ideas in a casual,
social environment. 585/624-8182; joanheaney70@
gmail.com.
Garden Path of Penfield meets the third Wednesday
of the month, September–May at 7pm, Penfield
Community Center, 1985 Baird Road, Penfield.
Members enjoy all aspects of gardening; new
members welcome. gardenpathofpenfield@gmail.
com.
Gates Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the
month (except July & August) at 6:30pm, Gates Town
Annex, 1605 Buffalo Road, Rochester. New members
and guests welcome. 585/429-5996; may@gmail.com.
Genesee Region Orchid Society (GROS) meets the
first Monday following the first Sunday of the month
(September–December; February–May), Jewish
Community Center, 1200 Edgewood Avenue,
Rochester. GROS is an affiliate of the American
Orchid Society (AOS) and Orchid Digest Corporation.
Facebook.com/geneseeorchid; geneseeorchid.org.
Genesee Valley Hosta Society meets the second
Thursday of the month, April–October, at Eli
Fagan American Legion Post, 260 Middle Road,
Henrietta. 585/538-2280; sebuckner@frontiernet.net;
geneseevalleyhosta.com.
Greater Rochester Iris Society (GRIS) meets Sundays at
2pm, dates vary, St. John’s Episcopal Church Hall, 11
Episcopal Avenue, Honeoye Falls. Public welcome.
March 15: Identifying Woodpeckers. April 19:
Photographing Your Garden. June 7: Annual Show,
location TBA. 585/266-0302; thehutchings@mac.com.
Greater Rochester Perennial Society (GRPS) meets
the first Thursday of each month at 7pm, Twelve
Corners Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 1200
South Winton Road, Rochester, except in summer
when it tours members’ gardens. March 5: Dry-Laid
Stone Walls & Stone Carving with Dan Pearl. April
2: Gardens of England and Scotland with Carol &
Dave Southby. cap704@frontiernet.net; Facebook;
rochesterperennial.com.
Greater Rochester Rose Society meets the first
Tuesday of the month at 7pm, First Unitarian Church,
220 Winton Road South, Room 110, Rochester.
July meeting is a garden tour. 585/694-8430;
rochrosesociety@gmail.com; Facebook.
Henrietta Garden Club meets the second Wednesday
of the month (except May–August & December)
at 6:30pm, Department of Public Works Building,
405 Calkins Road, Henrietta. May 9: Plant Sale,
see Calendar (below). Guests welcome. Handicap
accessible. 585/889-1547; henriettagardenclub.org.
Holley Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the
month at 7pm, Holley Presbyterian Church. 585/6386973.
Hubbard Springs Garden Club of Chili meets the third
Monday of the month at 7pm, Chili Senior Center,
3235 Chili Avenue, Rochester. dtoogood@rochester.
rr.com.
Ikebana International Rochester Chapter 53 meets
the third Thursday of each month (except December
and February) at 10am, First Baptist Church, Hubbell
Hall, 175 Allens Creek Road, Rochester. 585/3016727; 585/402-1772; rochesterikebana@gmail.com;
ikebanarochester.org.

Kendall Garden Club meets the first Wednesday of the
month at 7pm, Kendall Town Hall. 585/ 370-8964.
Klemwood Garden Club of Webster meets the 2nd
Monday of the month at 7pm (except January &
February) in members’ homes or local libraries.
Accepting new members. 585/671-1961.
Lakeview Garden Club (Greece) meets the second
Wednesday of the month (except January & February)
at 7pm, meeting location varies depending on activity.
Meetings may include a speaker, project or visits
to local garden-related sites. New members always
welcome. Joanne Ristuccia; rista1234@gmail.com.
Newark Garden Club meets the first Friday of the
month at 1pm, Park Presbyterian Church, Newark.
Guests are welcome.
Pittsford Garden Club meets the third Tuesday of the
month (except January & February) at 10:30am,
Spiegel Community Center, 35 Lincoln Avenue,
Pittsford. Guest speakers and off-site tours. March 17:
Hands-On Workshop, Gallea’s Greenhouse, fee. May
16: Plant Sale, see Calendar (below). New members
welcome. kwhultz@gmail.com.
Rochester Dahlia Society meets the second Saturday
of the month (except August & September) at
12:30pm, Trinity Reformed Church, 909 Landing Road
North, Rochester. Visitors welcome. 585/865-2291;
Facebook; rochesterdahlias.org.
Rochester Herb Society meets the first Tuesday of each
month (excluding January, February & July) at 12pm,
Potter Memorial Building, 53 West Church Street,
Fairport. Summer garden tours. New members
welcome. rochesterherbsociety.com.
Rochester Permaculture Center meets monthly to
discuss topics such as edible landscapes, gardening,
farming, renewable energy, green building, rainwater
harvesting, composting, local food, forest gardening,
herbalism, green living, etc. Meeting location and
details: meetup.com/rochesterpermaculture.
Seabreeze Bloomers Garden Club meets the fourth
Wednesday of the month (except January) at 7pm,
location varies depending on activity. Meetings
may include a speaker, project or visit to local
garden-related site. Members receive a monthly
newsletter. New members welcome. Pat: 585/3425477; Kathy: 585/266-7791.; Bonnie: 585/230-5356;
bonniearnold@frontiernet.net.
Stafford Garden Club meets the third Wednesday of
the month (except December & January) at 7pm,
Stafford Town Hall, 8903 Morganville Road (Route
237), Stafford. Plant auction in May. All are welcome.
585/343-4494.

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
T- Indicates garden tours.
March 11: Gardenscape Preview Night. Passport to
Spring. Opening night party. Advance ticket required.
info@gardenpros.com; rochesterflowershow.com.
F- March 12–15: Gardenscape. Passport to Spring.
Garden displays, seminars, vendors. Dome Arena,
2695 East Henrietta Road, Henrietta. info@
gardenpros.com; rochesterflowershow.com.
March 17: Botanic Watercolor Painting, 5 sessions,
10am–12pm. Local artist Doreen Spoor will instruct
participants step-by-step through the process of
creating a botanical painting. No drawing skills
necessary, all levels welcome. $125. Registration
required. GAL
March 17: Kokedama String Garden, 5pm. Pat
McCullough will instruct participants in creating a
hanging garden encased in a ball of moss. Materials
included. $50. Registration required. GAL
March 17: Gardening on the Other Side of the
World—Gardens of Vietnam, 6:30pm. Christine
Froehlich will share images and talk about the
different kinds of gardens and plants from her travels
to Vietnam. Irondequoit Public Library, 1290 Titus
Avenue, Rochester. Preregistration appreciated but
not required. flowercitygardennetwork@gmail.com.
F- March 24: Fairy Garden, 5pm. Pat McCullough
will guide participants in creating a magical indoor
garden that can be added to and changed over time.
$35; children free when accompanied by an adult.
Registration required. GAL
March 27–29: Orchid Show & Sale, Friday, 1–5pm;
Saturday, 10am–5pm; Sunday, 10am–4pm. Displays
& vendors. Repotting service available. Presented by
Genesee Region Orchid Society. Location: Rochester
Museum & Science Center, Eisenhart Auditorium, 667
East Avenue, Rochester. $7; children under 12 free.
Facebook; geneseeorchid.org.
March 31: Build a Terrarium, 5pm. Pat McCullough will
provide step-by-step guidance, landscaping tips and
information regarding proper watering, fertilizing and
light requirements. Bring your own glass container
or purchase one before class; all other materials
provided. $35. Registration required. GAL

Victor Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of the
month (except January & February) at 6:30/6:45pm.
New members welcome. Meeting and location
details: victorgardenclubny2.com; 585/721-5457.

March 31: Seed Starting 101, 6–8pm. Learn about the
proper tools and timing required to grow your garden
plants from seed. $10. Registration required by March
25. CCE/GC

Williamson Garden Club. On-going community
projects; free monthly lectures to educate
the community about gardening. Open to all.
315/524-4204; grow14589@gmail.com; growthewilliamsongardenclub.blogspot.com.

April 1: Create an Everlasting Wreath, 5:30pm. Amy
Miller & Janet Zent will guide participants in creating
an everlasting wreath using a base of salal (lemon
leaf) and baby’s breath (depending on availability) to
embellish with dried, fresh and/or silk floral materials.
$60. Registration required. GAL

FREQUENT HOSTS
CCE/GC: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Genesee County, 420 East Main Street,
Batavia, NY 14020. 585/343-3040; genesee.
cce.cornell.edu.
CCE/WC: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Wayne County, 1581 Route 88 North, Newark,
NY 14513. 315/331-8415; ccewayne.org.
GAL: Gallea’s Florist & Greenhouse, 2832 Clover
Street (corner of Clover & Jefferson Road),
Pittsford, NY 14534. 585/586-3017; galleas.com.
LIN: Linwood Gardens, 1912 York Road
West, Linwood, NY 14486. Facebook;
linwoodgardens.org.

April 2: Pesticide Applicator Training & Credit Course,
Core Training, 8:15am–12:15pm; DEC Exam, 1pm.
Open to those seeking Private or Commercial
Category Pesticide Applicator Certification. Hosted
by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Wyoming
County. Location: Wyoming County Agriculture
and Business Center, 36 Center Street, Room LC1,
Warsaw. $20 CCE Ag enrollees; $30 non-enrollees.
Advance registration & training manuals required.
Don Gasiewicz, 585/786-2251x113; drg35@cornell.
edu.
April 2: Garden Talk—Get Your Garden Ready for
Spring, 12:15–12:45pm. Learn some useful tips to
get a good start on the gardening season. Bring your
lunch. Free. CCE/GC
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4399 Transit Rd.

MAXSEA
Solu b le Seaweed P lan t Food s

GOOD FOR YOUR PLANTS
AND KIND TO THE EARTH

Come visit the Garden Center
and Beautiful Greenhouse!
Opening March 30 th
Trees • Shrubs • Garden supplies
Natural stone • Mulches • Perennials • Annuals
Vegetables • Herbs • Hanging baskets
Gift items • Roses • Pottery

Murray Bros. Nurseries & Garden Centre
Also visit our Hosta Farm
4735 Transit Rd.
Over 200 varieties of hostas
and shade perennials

Check our website for opening day.

Visit us on Facebook and Twitter!

murrayslovesplants.com

MAXSEA

MAXSEA

16-16-16

3-20-20

MAXSEA
14-18-14

ALL PURPOSE

BLOOM

ACID

PLANT FOOD

PLANT FOOD

PLANT FOOD

MAXSEA combines the best of nature
and technology. We blend the finest
natural seaweed with important
secondaries, micronutrients and the
purest plant foods available.

MAXSEA's natural brown granules
turn dark seaweed green and have
the fresh, clean aroma of the sea... a
pleasure to use and completely safe
for the environment.

The resulting complexes are remarkably effective, easy-to-use concentrates that dissolve instantly and
completely in water... for fast acting,
immediate results. In solution,

Professional growers and home
gardeners alike tell us our MAXSEA
plant foods are the finest available
anywhere. We're very proud of that.

Find a retail dealer location near you by visiting: www.maxsea-plant-food.com
Interested in becoming a dealer? Contact your Sales Rep:
Tom Suffoletto / Toms Greenworks 716-225-6891 / tom@tomsgreenworks.com

Growing great gardens in the
Genesee Valley for over 40 years!
Peonies, Tree and Herbaceous. s Succulents of all
shapes and sizes, specimen Jade trees. s Glazed and
terracotta pottery and a wide variety of annuals and
culinary herbs to fill them. s Shrubs and dwarf conifers
for garden structure. s A wide variety of perennials,
Hosta and Helleborus to complete the landscape.

2675 Geneseo Road, Rt. 39 s Avon, New York 14414
(585) 226-3073 s palmitersgardennursery.com

TREES
Locally Grown

Where the Unusual and
Hard-to-find is Every Day
• best selection of
landscape art
• native plants &
specimen trees
• Dwarf evergreens
• Exotic rockery
• Fruits and Edibles

Full Landscape
Design & Build Services
• Garden design &
Renovation
• patios & terraces
• Tree, shrub, &
foundation plantings
LLenroc Landscaping, Inc.
11753 East Main St.
East Aurora, NY
(716) 652-8969

Check us out on Facebook

- Shrubs
- Perennials
- Annuals

Fruit
Trees

- Mulch, Topsoil, Compost

Catalog available (online & hardcopy)

BOSTON HILL
NURSERY

Garden Center & Landscape Planting

7421 Old Lower East Hill Rd.
Colden, NY 14033

(716) 662-7411

bostonhillnursery.com
bostonhillnursery@gmail.com

The most unique selection of
quality outdoor furniture & accessories.
For 43 years, our primary focus
remains on foods from
local agriculture farmers & ranchers.

Open every Saturday
May 2 - October 31, 2020
7:30 AM - 1:00 PM / Rain or Shine
30 Buffalo St., Hamburg, NY 14075
southtownsregionalchamber.org/
explore-hamburg/farmers-market/

Brought to you by:

Sponsored by

DL Home and Garden
283 Central Ave
Rochester, NY 14605

(585) 225-4663
dlhomegarden.com

Calendar
ROCHESTER cont.
April 7: Houseplants 101, 5pm. Pat McCullough
will discuss repotting, fertilizing, trimming, soils,
fertilizers, insect controls and tips to promote growth.
Participants will re-pot a plant. Materials included.
$25. Registration required. GAL
April 7: Oh Canada!, 6–8pm. Enjoy a variety of seasons
in Canadian gardens: spring tulips in Ottawa, summer
in the prairies, fall in Vancouver and winter at the
Royal Botanical Gardens in Ontario. $5. Registration
required by April 1. CCE/GC
April 12–May 3: Durand Eastman Park Arboretum
Tours, Sundays, 2–4pm. Guided tours presented by
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe County &
Monroe County Parks. Routes will traverse moderate
hills and wooded trails. Free; donations appreciated.
Meet: kiosk, Zoo Road, next to park maintenance
center. Contact Bob: 585/261-1665; bob.bea@gmail.
com.
April 13: Bonsai Basics, 6pm. Learn how to transplant,
trim, care for and artistically landscape a bonsai.
Participants will select a plant and container to
transplant and take home. Materials included. $65.
Registration required. GAL
April 14: Orchid Workshop, 6pm. Pat McCullough will
guide participants in transplanting an orchid to take
home. She will discuss fertilizers, disease & insect
control, care and maintenance. Materials included.
$65. Registration required. GAL
April 17–May 22: Botanical Drawing, 6 Fridays, 10am.
Deb VerHulst-Norris will guide participants in drawing
plants and flowers in accurate detail. Skills will be
developed by closely observing the structure and
textures of the plants and flowers. Class will explore
the use of graphite pencils with colored pencil added
to give depth and definition to drawings. No previous
experience needed. $150. Registration required. GAL
April 18: Sweet Potatoes & Home Grown Tomatoes,
9am–12pm. Sweet Potatoes in the Home Garden,
9–10:30am, learn how to grow sweet potatoes,
either in the ground or a container, and cure them for
winter use. Home Grown Tomatoes, 10:45–12pm, will
cover diseases & problems and the best practices for
avoiding them. $5, registration required by April 10.
CCE/WC

April 29: The Power of Flowers in Your Garden,
6–8pm. Presentation will look closely at key garden
elements that support the birds, bees and butterflies
that pollinate gardens. $10. Registration required by
April 22. CCE/GC
May 5: Create a Container Garden of Flowers &Herbs,
6pm. Janet Zent will guide participants in planting
a decorative container with a selection of herbs and
flowering plants. Materials included. $50. Registration
required. GAL
May 7: Garden Talk—Common Gardening Mistakes,
12:15–12:45pm. Topics covered will include proper
watering techniques, fertilizing & soil preparation.
Bring your lunch. Free. CCE/GC
S- May 9: Wayne County Master Gardener Plant Sale,
8–11am. CCE/WC
S- May 9: Webster Arboretum Plant Sale, 8am–12pm.
Perennials from standard to uncommon, annuals,
dwarf conifers, geraniums, dahlias, various garden
club offerings and more. Webster Arboretum, 1700
Schlegel Road, Webster. websterarboretum.org.
S- May 9: Master Gardener Plant Sale, 9–11:30am.
Presented by Ontario County Master Gardeners.
Cornell Cooperative Extension, 480 North Main
Street, Canandaigua. 585/394-3977 x427; nea8@
cornell.edu; cceontario.org.
S- May 9: Henrietta Garden Club Plant Sale, 9am–4pm.
Member-grown perennials, annuals, shrubs & more.
Tinker Nature Park, 1525 Calkins Road, Pittsford.
585/889-1547; henriettagardenclub.org.
F- May 9–10: Amanda’s Garden Wildflower
Celebration, 10am–4pm. Demonstrations, guided
tours of native plants in both a garden setting and the
wild, native plants for sale. Hands-on planting stations
& coloring for kids. Scavenger hunt. Staff will be on
hand to answer questions and provide consultation.
Rain or shine. Amanda’s Garden, 8030 Story Road,
Dansville. 585/750-6288; amandasnativeplants.com.

SAVE THE DATE…
S- May 16: Genesee Land Trust Native Plant Sale,
9am–2pm. Native trees, shrubs and wildflowers will
be available for purchase. Location: Brighton Town
Hall, 2300 Elmwood Avenue, Brighton. Genesee Land
Trust, 585/256-2130; geneseelandtrust.org.

April 18: African Violet Show & Sale, 10am–4pm.
Potting clinic, 12pm. Presented by African Violet and
Gesneriad Society of Rochester. Location: Solstice
Senior Living, 55 Ayrault Road, Fairport. avgsr.org.

S- May 16: Bloomfield Garden Club Plant Sale, 9am–
3pm. Annuals, perennials, herbs & hanging baskets.
Bloomfield Historical Academy Bldg., 8 South
Avenue, Bloomfield. 585/406-3457.

April 20: Deer in the Garden, 7–8:30pm. Naturalist
and garden designer Carol Southby will talk about
ways to cope with deer and their impact on natural
areas. Discussion will include suggested plants that
deer do not like and various techniques to protect
favorite plants from damage. Location: Brighton
Memorial Library, 2300 Elmwood Avenue, Brighton.
Presented by Genesee Land Trust. 585/256-2130;
geneseelandtrust.org.

S- May 16: Spring Garden Gala, 10am–1pm. Presented
by Genesee County Master Gardeners. Plant sale
featuring indoor & outdoor plants, most grown
by MGs, geraniums, chance auction & free soil pH
testing. CCE/GC

April 21: Hypertufa Workshop, 6pm. Learn the basic
technique for making your own garden containers
from this cement-based mix. Materials included. $65.
Registration required. GAL
April 22: Everybody Loves Hostas!, 6–8 pm. Learn about
the different types of hostas and how to grow them.
Topics covered will include diseases, division and
more. $10. Registration required by April 15. CCE/GC
April 25: Gathering of Gardeners. Garden Secrets and
Shady Characters. Speakers & vendors. Presented by
Cornell Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners of
Monroe County. gatheringofgardeners.com.
April 28: Basic Perennial Gardening, 6pm. Topics
covered will include selecting the best perennials for
a site, planning for a succession of bloom and seasonlong color plus soil, pest control, light and water
requirements. $25. Registration required. GAL
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S- May 16: Pittsford Garden Club Plant Sale. Parking
lot, Pittsford Community Library, 24 State Street,
Pittsford.
S- May 18: Town of Ontario Garden Club Plant Sale,
9am–1pm. Casey Park Lodge, 6551 Knickerbocker
Road, Ontario.
May 23–24: Linwood Tree Peony Festival. Stroll the
grounds among the collection of Japanese and
American tree peonies at this private garden located
in the Genesee Valley. The landscape was designed
in the early 1900s with an Arts and Crafts style
summerhouse, walled gardens with pools & fountains,
ornamental trees and an open view of the valley. LIN
T- May 30: Loop Ministries Garden Tour, 1:30–
4pm. Tour a private garden in the Forest Hills
neighborhood of East Rochester. The property, a
designated landmark, hosts rhododendrons, azaleas,
mountain laurel, roses, spirea, dogwoods, viburnam,
espalier apple trees, silver Korean fir, enkianthus, Acer
griseum, Chamaecyparis, boulevard cyprus and more.
585/454-3367 x14 or drstaneck@loopministries.org.

May 30–31: Linwood Tree Peony Festival. See
description under May 23–24. LIN
June 2: Create a Living Wreath, 6pm. Choose from an
assortment of succulents, flowering and foliage plants
to fill a wreath that can be used outdoors through the
summer and then brought inside. Materials included.
$60. Registration required. GAL
June 6: Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip. Join UGJ staff
as we travel by motor coach to tour the Ithaca region.
Highlights include a visit to Cornell Botanic Gardens;
shopping at a variety of nurseries including Bakers’
Acres and Cayuga Landscape; wine tasting and more.
Lunch included. $85. Registration required. Please call
to reserve your seat: 716/432-8688; 585-591-2860.
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal, 390 Hillside Avenue,
Rochester, NY 14610. upstategardenersjournal.com.
June 6–7: Linwood Tree Peony Festival. See description
under May 23–24. LIN
June 7: Iris Show. Presented by Greater Rochester Iris
Society. Location TBA. 585/266-0302; thehutchings@
mac.com.
T- June 17: Great Gardens of Wayne County Tour,
4–8pm. Welcome to Summer. See gardens in
Williamson. More information: 315/331-8415;
mgwayne@cornell.edu. CCE/WC
T- July 12: ABC Streets Neighborhood Garden Walk,
12–4pm. See city front, side & back yard spaces,
shade gardens, porches, patios & decks, gardened
tree-lawns, found objects, water features. Live
acoustic music, Greater Rochester Plein Air Painters
& Michael Hannen’s Rare & Different Plants. Check-in
& information: Calumet Street triangle at Harvard
Street. Free. 585/721-8684; abc.streets@gmail.com;
abcstreets.org.
T- July 18: Backyard Habitat Tour, 9am–3pm. Selfpaced tour of 6 unique gardens in Rochester, Penfield
& Macedon. Includes booklet with directions, garden
photos and stories. $15 members; $20 non-members.
Genesee Land Trust, geneseelandtrust.org.

SYRACUSE
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of Syracuse meets
the second Thursday of the month, September–May,
Pitcher Hill Community Church, 605 Bailey Road,
North Syracuse. May 2–3: Annual Show & Sale, see
Calendar (below). 315/492-2562; kgarb@twcny.
rr.com; avsofsyracuse.org.
Bonsai Club of CNY (BCCNY) usually meets the
second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Pitcher Hill
Community Church, 605 Bailey Road, North Syracuse.
315/436-0135; lnewell1@gmail.com; cnybonsai.com.
Central New York Orchid Society meets the first Sunday
of the month, September–May, St. Augustine’s
Church, 7333 O’Brien Road, Baldwinsville. Dates may
vary due to holidays. 315/633-2437; cnyos.org.
Fairmount Garden Club meets the third Thursday of
the month (March–November) at 6:30pm, Camillus
Senior Center, 25 First Street, Camillus. Speakers &
community projects. March 19: Business Meeting &
Potluck. April 16: Gladiola Society Presentation. All
are welcome. tooley.susan@yahoo.com.
Federated Garden Clubs NYS—District 6. 315/4814005; dist6fss@gmail.com.
Gardening Friends Club meets the third Tuesday of
the month, March–December, at 6:30pm, Wesleyan
Church, 4591 US Route 11, Pulaski. 315/298-1276;
Facebook: Gardening Friends of Pulaski, NY;
VicLaDeeDa@frontiernet.net.

Gardeners of Syracuse meets the third Thursday of each
month at 7:30pm, Reformed Church of Syracuse,
1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse. Enter from Melrose
Avenue. 315/464-0051.
Gardeners in Thyme (a women’s herb club) meets the
second Thursday of the month at 7pm, Beaver Lake
Nature Center, Baldwinsville. 315/635-6481; hbaker@
twcny.rr.com.
Habitat Gardening in CNY (HGCNY) meets the last
Sunday of most months at 2pm. Liverpool Public
Library, 310 Tulip Street, Liverpool. HGCNY is
a chapter of Wild Ones: Native Plants, Natural
Landscapes; wildones.org. March 29: Native Berries
for Migratory Bird Nutrition. April 26: Natural History
and Potential Control of Jumping Worms in Gardens
and Woods. See Calendar (below) for both. Free and
open to the public. 315/487-5742; info@hgcny.org;
hgcny.org.
Home Garden Club of Syracuse usually meets the
first Tuesday morning of the month. Members are
active in educating the community about gardening,
horticulture & floral design and involved with several
civic projects in the Syracuse area. New members
welcome. homegardenclubofsyracuse@gmail.com;
homegardenclubofsyracuse.org.
Koi and Water Garden Society of Central New York
usually meets the third Monday of each month at
7pm. See website for meeting locations. 315/4583199; cnykoi.com.
Men and Women’s Garden Club of Syracuse meets the
third Thursday of the month at 7:30pm, Reformed
Church of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse.
Meetings feature guest speakers on a variety of
gardening and related topics. Members maintain
gardens at Rosemond Gifford Zoo & Ronald
McDonald House. Annual spring & fall flower shows.
315/699-7942; Facebook.

Southern Hills Garden Club meets the third Tuesday
of each month, February–November, LaFayette
Community Center, 2508 US Route 11, LaFayette.
Some meetings are off site. March 17: Shade
Gardens, 7pm. April 21: Invasives, 7pm. May 19:
Container Planting, 6pm at Plumpton Farms. June
6: Plant Sale, see Calendar (below). Cathy Nagel,
315/677-9342; cen42085@aol.com.
Syracuse Rose Society meets the second Thursday of
the month (except December) at 7pm, Reformed
Church of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse.
Enter from Melrose Avenue. Club members maintain
the E. M. Mills Memorial Rose Garden, Thornden Park,
Syracuse. Public welcome. syracuserosesociety.org.

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
T- Indicates garden tours.
March 29: Native Berries for Migratory Bird Nutrition,
2pm. Dr. Susan Smith Pagano will speak on the
nutritional importance of native berries for migratory
birds and the implications of non-native berries. She
will focus on her research, conducted in the Rochester
area and southern New England, with specific data
on the nutritional content of different berries. She
will recommend what to plant to help migratory
birds. Presented by Habitat Gardening in CNY. Free.
Liverpool Public Library, 310 Tulip Street, Liverpool.
info@hgcny.org; hgcny.org.

has discovered about these invasive garden and
woodland pests. Presented by Habitat Gardening in
CNY. Free. Liverpool Public Library, 310 Tulip Street,
Liverpool. info@hgcny.org; hgcny.org.
May 2: Beautiful Backyards with Birds, Bees &
Butterflies, 8am–12:30pm. Doug Tallamy will discuss
the importance of native plants in the landscape to
provide habitat as well as preserve waterways. Free.
Skaneateles High School, 49 E. Elizabeth Street,
Skaneateles. info@hgcny.org; hgcny.org/tallamy.
May 2–3: African Violet Show & Sale, Saturday, 1–5pm;
Sunday, 10–4pm. Presented by African Violet &
Gesneriad Society of Syracuse. $5 parking fee. Beaver
Lake Nature Center, Baldwinsville. 315/633-2437;
avsofsyracuse.org.

SAVE THE DATE…
S- June 6: Southern Hills Garden Club Plant Sale, 9am.
LaFayette Community Center, 2508 US Route 11,
LaFayette.
June 13: Herb & Flower Festival, 9am–2:30pm. Plant
and garden related vendors, food & classes. Gardens
to view. $4. Presented by Cornell Cooperative
Extension, Oneida County. Oneida County Farm &
Home Center, 121 Second Street, Oriskany. 315/7363394; oneida.cce.cornell.edu.

Deadline for Calendar Listings for the next issue (MayJune 2019) is Friday, April 5, 2019. Please send your
submissions to deb@upstategardenersjournal.com.

April 26: Natural History and Potential Control
of Jumping Worms in Gardens and Woods,
2pm. Dr. Tim McCay will share what his research

V

isit Our HUGE Fairy
Gardens and Gifts
Area this SPRING for
your Holiday and
Gardening Projects.

rejuvenating
nutrient rich
beneficial microbial activity
produced on a local farm
available in bags or bulk, or mixed with mulch

L

arge selection
of Easter plants and
Mother’s Day plants.
Over 200 varieties of
Hydrangeas to choose
from for spring and
summer planting.

124 Pittsford-Palmyra Road • Macedon, NY 14502 • (585) 223-1222

www.waysidegardencenter.com

Call 585-322-6909 for more information
www.bessiesbestcompost.com

H.A.Treichler
& Sons
“We Grow Our Own”

From Family to Family Since 1854

10” Hanging Baskets—Thousands to choose from
Annuals & Perennials—Gallons & 4½” Pots
Proven Winners
Geraniums
Vegetable Plants for Home Gardeners
Seeds
Gift Certiﬁcates Available
Don’t forget our Senior Discount-10%
every Wednesday!
Military Discounts Daily
Open April 17 - October 31, 2020

Open 7 days a week; hours vary with season, call to check

2687 Saunders Settlement Rd. (Rte. 31), Sanborn

716/731-9390

We’re thinking beautiful thoughts of Spring!

2121 Sheridan Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14223
716-876-2121 • northtowngardencenter.com
$5 OFF your regular price purchase of $10 or more with
this ad at the Garden Center during the month of April.
(Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined with any other offer.)

www.hatreichlerandsons.com
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GARDENFEST
L E W I S TO N

Expires 4/30/2020 Code 220-07

Bee Power

Our Friends in the Garden

specializing in

Saturday, June 20
Sunday, June 21
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
p.m.

Located on Historic Center Street
Free to Attend
Vendors • Open Gardens
Daily Speakers • Demonstrations
Container Garden Contest
Presented by the Lewiston Garden Club
www.LewistonGardenFest.com

flowering hanging baskets, patio
containers, accent plants, annuals,
perennials, and vegetables
bulk mulch — screened topsoil
delivered or picked up

www.bengertgreenhouses.com

230 French Road
West Seneca, NY 14224
716/823-6114

Ithaca

Spring Garden
Fair & Plant Sale
SATURDAY, MAY 16
9:00am - 2:00pm
at

ITHACA HIGH SCHOOL
1401 N. Cayuga St. off Rt. 13

PLANTS of
ALL KINDS!
More than
40 Local Growers
& 15 Garden Groups

FREE ADMISSION!
FREE SOIL PH TESTS!
Sponsored by CCE-Tompkins

Master Gardeners

(607) 272-2292
ccetompkins.org/plantsale

Master Gardener
Plant Sale
2020

Master Gardener
April/May Events

Gathering of Gardeners - April 25

Friday, May 22 . 8:30am - 3:00pm
Saturday, May 23 . 8:30am - 2:00pm
First Presbyterian Church
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo 14201
Great Plants, Great Prices Huge Selection of Quality Plants Direct from the
Gardens of Master Gardeners
Perennials for sun and shade . Native Plants . Succulents .
Hypertufa Pots . Vegetables . Herbs . Shrubs . Garden Art
Bring your soil sample . pH testing available for $2 per sample or $5 for three samples.
For more information contact 716-652-5400 (x 177)

Symposium featuring speakers Eric Hsu and Michael
Shadrack, specialty plant vendors and drawings
RIT Inn and Conference Center
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
GatheringOfGardeners.com

Plant Sale at the Roc Lilac Fest - May 8-17

1,000s of plants for sale including annuals, perennials,
herbs, lilacs, vegetables, houseplants, and more
Sale tent located next to the Children’s Playground on
Highland Ave. in Highland Park
www.monroe.cce.cornell.edu
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator
recognized for valuating AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and
Individuals with Disabilities.

Almanac

What to do in the garden
in March & April

ABOVE: A volunteer
pansy shows its cute
face in April
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Looking out the window in March
when the snow is still flying, or trying to
determine in April when the ground is dry
enough to dig, we may feel as though spring
will never come. Even so, there are many
gardening chores that can be done. This is
the perfect time to tackle some of the lessthan-glamorous but critical tasks that will
ensure a splendid garden throughout the
year. On days too messy to work outside,
there are plenty of jobs for the indoor
gardener.
Inspect your tools and remove any rust
you find. Sharpen the edges on your cutting
tools to make sure you will obtain clean
cuts on shrubs and trees. Take your power
equipment to get an annual servicing—this
includes tillers and lawn mowers. Even though they may
not be needed until later in the season, now is a good
time to do in, in order to avoid possible long service waits.
You can also spend this time to cleaning pots and other
containers to be sure that no diseases or pests carry over
into the new growing season. Soap and water and/or a
bleach or vinegar solution should suffice.
Now is also the time to start seeds indoors.
Resources to find the correct time to start seeds and
to transplant can be found at monroe.cce.cornell.edu
(Gardening Factsheets) and at almanac.com/gardening/
plantingcalendar/. Cool season vegetables such as beets,
cabbage, leeks, and spinach can be sown or planted
outdoors in April or as soon as the ground is workable.
Containers of plants that tolerate cooler temperatures
can be placed outside in a sunny location in mid-April.
Plants that work well for these early container gardens
include pansies, cineraria, oxalis, heuchera, and parsley.
Seeing these blooms has the added advantage of chasing
away the winter doldrums. The container may need to be
covered if a hard freeze is expected.
As the weather improves or on warm winter days you
can begin your outdoor preparations such as pruning
trees and shrubs and cleaning and readying garden areas.
With the leaves still off deciduous trees and shrubs, it’s

the perfect time to survey them for broken or diseased
branches. You can remove them along with any branches
that cross each other. Prune shrubs that need to be
shaped. Shrubs that bloom on new wood, like roses, can
be pruned back in early spring. Shrubs that bloom on old
wood should wait until shortly after blooming. Azaleas fall
into this category. There’s a helpful resource for pruning at
pubs.ext.vt.edu.
It is also a great time to clear garden beds of leaves
and other debris that has accumulated over the winter.
Herbaceous perennials that were left to add winter
interest to the garden, such as sedum and decorative
grasses, should now be cut down close to the ground
to allow for new growth. Evergreen and semievergreen
perennials like heuchera and lavender can be trimmed
of old leaves to improve shape and bloom. Mulching,
however, should wait until the ground has warmed up in
late May. And, yes, start attacking weeds as soon as they
appear.
Once the ground is workable (a handful of dirt is
crumbly), garden beds can be prepared for planting.
Most plants need well-drained soil. Dense soil can be
improved by adding organic matter to help hold moisture
and nutrients. A soil test is beneficial to determine if
additional nutrients are needed. Some local Cornell
Extension offices, like Monroe County’s, can perform soil
testing at a reasonable price.
Use of fertilizers should be judicious to avoid runoff
harming the watershed. Organic fertilizers are often easier
on the environment. Your local nursery should be able to
provide advice on which fertilizer to use as well as organic
controls for pests, diseases, and weeds.
Lawn rejuvenation should wait until May when the
ground is warm enough to germinate seed. The lawn can
be prepared now by gently raking up leaves and debris.
Vigorous raking at this time may pull up the grass you
want, so be gentle. Fertilization of lawns should be
delayed until the grass has been mowed a couple of times.
Lawn care information is also available on the monroe.cce.
cornell.edu website in the Gardening Factsheets.
Start planning for next spring by taking a survey of
your garden. Do you have any early signs of spring such

745 Park Avenue
Rochester, NY
585-241-3120
bakerstbakery.com
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—Bonnie Knoke, Master Gardener, Cornell Cooperative
Extension, Monroe County

Growers Since
1
lity
ua G VA L L EY G ARD 97
Q R IN
EN

5

as snowdrops, hellebore, witch hazel, flowering quince? What
about ephemerals that appear in spring and then die back until
the next spring, e.g., bloodroot, Virginia bluebells, hepatica,
spring beauty, Dutchman’s breeches, and bleeding hearts? Plant
some of these this year and you will be pleasantly surprised
early next year when they appear to let you know that spring is
coming!
The mantra for all gardeners should be “Right plant, Right
place.” Take this time to get fully acquainted with the sunlight
and moisture available in different parts of your yard. We all
want to rush out and buy something that looks good in the
nursery, but will it survive in your garden? Our growing area
for perennials, trees, and shrubs is zone 6 near Lakes Erie and
Ontario and zone 5 the towards the Southern Tier. Be sure to
check the hardiness zone on plant tags.
Finally, both gardening and spring awaken our senses to
what is different and emerging around us. By interacting with
nature, we learn to appreciate what is possible and needed to
make our gardens a joy to behold. We get exercise, learn to solve
problems, and make decisions for the benefit our environment.
Most importantly, we get to enjoy a sense of peace as we look at
the natural beauty we have in our gardens.

3100 County Road 10
Canandaigua, NY 14424
585-396-1460
svgplants.com

Division of Spring Valley Greenhouse, Inc.

We offer complete landscape
design and installation services.
• Foundation plantings

• Walls

• Pruning

• Patios and more

• Mulching

Contact us for your free
landscape quote today!

585-396-1460

Join us for our Spring Festival Open House Weekend,

Saturday May 2 & Sunday, May 3, 10am-5pm.
Bring this ad to our Open House and receive
a free Clematis plant (valued at $6.98).

Weekly specials and sales all season long—
visit svgplants.com and find us on

LOTUS
PARADISE

• Lotus • Lilies • Koi
• Pond supplies
• Carnivorous Plants

Over 1,000 varieties
of top quality annuals,
perennials, vegetables
and hundreds
of shrubs
and trees.

We are opening for the 2020 season on
April 1st. Lots of interesting and exciting
new offerings! Stop by and see us!

Bergen
Water Gardens
and Nursery

7443 Buffalo Rd.
Churchville NY
14428
585-293-2860

8441 County Rd, East Amherst, NY 14051
(716)741-3976 | LavocatsNursery.com

www.bergenwatergardens.com

Visit our site for hours and info!

Bee in
the Garden
• GIFT SHOP •

Dress up the patio
with a new grill
this spring!

Patty Love, MALS, PDC

Ready for that
first picnic?
We sell and fill
propane tanks.

Climate Friendly Methods
That Make Your Yard
Delicious and Beautiful!

Genesis II E 335
Models now on Display

Visit the

Grillmasters
at

MILEAGE MASTER CENTER

2488 Browncroft Blvd.
586-1870

We have a great selection of wood chips & charcoal year ‘round

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9:00am-5:00pm; Sat. 9:00am-4:00pm

Call or visit our website today for
workshops, classes, trainings,
coaching, & private consultations:
•Edible landscaping
•Ecological gardening
•Food forest gardening
•Homesteading and Permaculture
patty@barefootpermaculture.com
www.barefootpermaculture.com
585.506.6505

From the garden

Roasted parsnips with
maple walnut glaze
by Cathy Monrad

M

aple sugaring is in full swing. While this sweetener
is typically thought of as a “pancake enhancer,”
there is a growing trend toward using maple
as a honey and sugar alternative. Maple syrup boasts
fewer calories than honey and a higher concentration
of antioxidants and nutrients like manganese, zinc,
magnesium, riboflavin, potassium, and calcium than the
four other most common sweeteners.
There are many websites that have instructions and
infographics on how to substitute maple syrup as a recipe
sweetener, including foodnetwork.com.
A huge shout out to my pal Greg Chambers, who
supplied his homemade maple syrup for the recipe.
INGREDIENTS
2-3 pounds parsnips
3 tablespoons olive oil
Salt
Pepper
1/3 cup walnuts, roughly chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 tablespoons maple syrup
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

DIRECTIONS

1. Preheat oven to 425˚F
2. Peel and quarter parsnips lengthways.
3. Toss parnips in olive oil and spread onto baking sheet
in one layer. Season with salt and pepper. Bake for 20
minutes, or until fork tender.
4. While parsnips are in the oven, dry roast the walnuts.
Heat a frying pan over medium-high heat. Add walnuts
to the hot, dry pan. Frequently stir until the walnuts
start to brown and they smell toasted about 4-5
minutes. Place on a plate to cool.
5. Prepare the glaze. Melt butter in a small saucepan over
low heat. Add maple syrup and gently simmer until
glaze is thickened slightly. Remove from heat.
6. Remove parsnips from oven. Add toasted walnuts and
pour glaze over both. Gently toss to coat.
7. Transfer glazed parsnips and walnuts to serving dish.
Sprinkle cinnamon on top and serve.
Cathy Monrad is the graphic designer and garden crafter
for Upstate Gardeners' Journal. When she is not in the
garden or at her desk, you will find her in the kitchen.
UPSTATE GARDENERS’ JOURNAL | 39

Go

e

ee n ho

us

480 Dodge Rd.
At exit 3 I-990
Getzville, NY 14068
716.688.9125
arbordale.com

th

The King of Ponds

Gr

od Ear

“adventures
in gardening”

877 LaRue Road
Clifton Springs

Open April 25 thru June 15
Monday-Saturday 10-6; Sunday 9-3

Come see what Orleans County has to offer!

Heart of Franklinville
Concrete Garden Statuary

Producer of
Concrete Buffalos in WNY

APRIL

25 & 26
2020

Garden Clubs inquire about our DIY Workshops
28 North Main Street, Franklinville, NY 14737 • (716) 676-5167
heartoffranklinville.com • gardenstatuar y@yahoo.com

QB Daylily Gardens
AHS DAYLILY DISPLAY GARDEN
Open for regular hours

June 27 - August 9
Tuesday thru Sunday, 10am to 5pm

or any other time by appointment
Group tours are welcome
Gift certificates available on site or by phone
557 Sand Hill Rd Caledonia • 860.378.4742
QBDAYLILYGARDENS.COM
SALE—Buy one, get one free on select varieties
Clip this add for a $5 discount.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE

O R I G I N A L S

Friday–Sunday

MAY 8–10, 15–17

A Country Gift & Herb Shop

10 am–5 pm

GARDEN DÉCOR
OLDTIQUES
COLLECTIBLES
HERBS & PERENNIALS
CLASSES

Regular hours are flexible.
Call in advance:

(716) 937-7837

13245 Clinton St., Alden, NY 14004

chickencooporiginals.com

Pudgie’s
Lawn & Garden Center
Trained Master Gardeners on Staff!

Keep the Local, Family-Owned
Businesses Alive & Growing!

Shop at Pudgie’s

3646 West Main St., Batavia, NY 14020
Store: 585/343-8352 Office: 585/948-8100
www.pudgieslawnandgarden.com

Seneca

Greenhouse
Bring on Spring with our beautiful
selection of annuals, perennials,
hanging baskets and garden decor.

2250 Transit Rd., near Seneca St.
West Seneca, NY 14224
716/677-0681

Northwest Buffalo Tour of Gardens

Coldwater
Pond
nursery

Black Rock – Riverside – Grant Amherst – West Hertel – North Buffalo

July 17-18, 2020
July 17 & 18:

Starry Night Self Guided Tours

Dwarf
Conifers

July 18:

Self Guided Tours, Guided Bus Tour
Garden Market

Flowering
Shrubs

Unique
Trees

WHOLESALE & RETAIL
Hours by Appointment
315-331-8068 • info@coldwaterpond.com
coldwaterpond.com
600 S. Marbletown Rd, Phelps, NY 14532

For more information visit

www.BRRAlliance.org

YOUR OUTDOOR LIVING
SPACE SPECIALISTS!

D e s i g n yo u r s e t a n d o r d e r t o d a y !

716-602-1928

FREE
INSTALL

www.beyond-the-basics.com

with se
purchasedtby

4/1/20!

HYDROSEEDING & SOD • TREE & SHRUB PLANTINGS
PAVER PATIO & RETAINING WALLS • BLOWN ON MULCH INSTALLS

High Quality, Low Maintenance Vinyl Clad Wood

900 Panorama Trail S., Rochester, NY

BEYOND THE BASICS
PROPERTY SERVICES, INC.
www.beyond-the-basics.com

www.cricketonthehearth.com

585-385-2420

Store & Play Area: Mon – Sat 10–6

Lana’s The Little House
Storybook English Cottage

Tea & Tour
Lodging
Tea Shop
PO Box 267
Forestville, NY 14062
716-965-2798
open all year

Where tea junkies roam near
Buffalo in Chautauqua since 2003
private by reservation

www.LanasTheLittleHouse.com

ReConnect, ReBalance, Revitalize!

WOMEN’S GARDENING
APPRENTICESHIP
Grow and store your own food, make
herbal medicine, compost, wild foods,
friction fire & more.

www.wildmoonhomesteading.com
wildmoonhomesteading@gmail.com

Skills for a lifetime, no matter where you live.

Spring Wildflower & Orchid Show, April 24-26, $10/person

Celebrate the arrival of spring! Stroll through the gardens ladened with
early spring wildflowers and enjoy orchid displays in the greenhouses.
Sonnenberg Opens for the Garden Season on May 1
151 Charlotte Street, Canandaigua, NY
585-394-4922 • www.sonnenberg.org

African Violet and Gesneriad Society
of Rochester

2020 Display and Sale

Saturday, April 18 10 am – 4 pm
Potting Clinic at 12:00 pm

Solstice Senior Living
55 Ayrault Road
Fairport, NY 14450

www.avgsr.org Free Admission

Roberts

Farm Market

Annuals • Perennials • Hanging Baskets
Herbs • Vegetable Plants • Mulch • Stones

11170 Maple Ridge Rd., Medina NY 14103

THE SAMPLE SEED SHOP
— Specializing in Heirlooms —

SAMPLESEEDS.COM

585-798-4247 • RobertsFarmMarket.com

Open Mon–Sat 9–6, Sun 10–4

Come visit us at

COTTAGE GARDENS

For Sale - Wholesale - Retail
Greenhouse Grown in WNY

716-983-3551

and see all the color and forms of
our daylilies—3700 cultivars
--4540 East Shelby Road
Medina, New York 14103
RETAIL & AHS DISPLAY GARDEN
Open July 1st – August 9th
Closed Mon., Open Tues.–Sun. 10am–5pm
Or by appointment
email: cglilies@rochester.rr.com
Phone 585-798-5441
Web: http://www.daylily.net/gardens/cottagegardens
We welcome garden tours • Gift Certificates available

Your favorite gardening magazine is online.
Check us out at UpstateGardenersJournal.com.

SUPERTRAMP

Cana Lillies Elephant Ears

ROSS 2020

Imagine walking through
fields of daylilies in bloom.

Caladiums

Joe Simms
447 Clinton Street
Cowlesville, NY 14037

Serving WNY and the world since 2009

Backyard habitat

Spring migrants
by Liz Magnanti

M

ornings are starting to fill with the sounds of
spring, and birds are beginning to be our alarm
clocks as we progress into longer and warmer
days. Over the next month or two, upstate New York will
become a hotbed of migrating birds. There are several
things you can do in your yard to make it a haven for these
migrants as they come into the area. Many are flying in
from Central and South America, so they are on the lookout
for food, water and shelter.
Some of the first migrants that come back are the
blackbirds. Red-winged Blackbirds and grackles arrive in
large flocks. As they move in these flocks can be seen in
trees where they will make screeching and rattling calls.
They will come to bird feeders this time of year, hungry
after their migration. Blackbirds will eat sunflower seed
and most blends of seed. Grackles can become a nuisance
in yards and feeders because they can be aggressive and
ravenous. If you want to avoid having grackles at your
feeders, switch your seed to safflower. Safflower is a seed
that is about the same size as sunflower seed, but it is
white in color and has a bitter taste. Blackbirds do not like
the taste of it and they will avoid it. What is even better, is
squirrels don’t like it either! If you want to keep blackbirds
out of your suet, consider getting an “upside down” suet
feeder. These suet feeders have a roof over the top of them,
so birds have to hang upside down to get the food from the
feeder. Woodpeckers, nuthatches, and chickadees can all do
this easily, but blackbirds cannot.
White-crowned and white-throated sparrows are the
next to arrive. They can be found under your feeders
hopping along the ground in search of a meal. They will
eat sunflower seeds and millet. Sprinkling some millet or
sunflower hearts on the ground can entice them to keep
coming back. White-throated Sparrows get their name
from the distinct white patch they have on their throats.
White-crowned Sparrows are significantly bigger than most
sparrows and have distinct white and black stripes on the
top of their heads.
As we get into May, even more birds will arrive to the
area. Rose-breasted grosbeaks and indigo buntings are
the next arrivals. Rose-breasted grosbeaks are in the same
family as cardinals, so they tend to be found at the same
type of feeder. Tray feeders or tube feeders with large
perches and trays are ideal to attract them. The males are
black and white with a bright red patch on their breast. The
females are brown and striped, looking like a large sparrow
with an oversized beak. Indigo buntings are more difficult
to attract. They will eat sunflower hearts, millet, and nyjer
seed. The male Indigo Bunting is bright blue from head to
tail and quite striking.
Shortly following the grosbeaks and buntings are the
orioles and hummingbirds. There have been a lot of orioles

in the area the past two years, and people have
had great success at attracting them into yards.
Hummingbirds, on the other hand, have been
scarce over the past two years. Both of these birds
will drink nectar. You can make your own nectar
at home with white granulated sugar and water.
The ratio is one part sugar to five parts water
for oriole nectar and one part sugar to four parts
water for hummingbird nectar. Boil the water and
mix in the sugar. Let it cool and fill your feeder.
Be sure to stay away from dyes and food coloring,
as the birds do not need them in their diet and
it is not known if the dyes may harm the birds.
Orioles will also eat orange halves. Most oriole feeders have
spikes on them for orange halves to be attached to. The
favorite food of the oriole, though, is grape jelly! If you are
only going to provide one type of food to the orioles, jelly
is the way to go. Make sure it is free of artificial sweeteners
and flavors. There is a special type of “birdberry” jelly
that is made specifically for the orioles as well. Don’t be
surprised if you have a catbird or mockingbird stop by for
a taste. They have been known to visit grape jelly feeders
sporadically.
When selecting oriole and hummingbird feeders, look
for styles that have bee and wasp guards on them. As the
season goes on and bees and wasps become more prevalent,
you will be glad that you did. You can also add an “ant moat”
to your nectar and jelly feeders. These moats get filled with
water and hang above the feeder. The ants cannot get past
the water to crawl down to the nectar.
One of the best and easiest things you can do to attract a
large diversity of birds to your yard is provide water! Not all
birds will come to a house or feeder, but they all need water!
Birdbaths, fountains, and backyard ponds are all fantastic
for the birds. Moving water is the absolute best, as birds are
attracted to the sight and sound of it. If you have a birdbath
you can add a small fountain insert to it to bring in more
birds. Different types of birds prefer different depths of
water as well. If you have a deep birdbath you may only get
robins, blue jays and mourning doves in it. The large birds
like deep water. Small birds need shallow pools to bathe in.
Provide a mix of both to get the most bird diversity. You
may even be lucky enough to get a warbler bathing.
Upstate New York is a great location for birding,
especially in the spring. Our proximity to Lake Ontario
makes us a great stopover site for birds before they go
further north. Take advantage of it by spending more time
in the yard and garden or join a local bird club on a nature
hike. I know I will!

ABOVE: Male indigo
bunting. Photo courtesy
Flickr: Kelly Colgan
Azar

Liz Magnanti is the manager of the Bird House in Pittsford.
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Cathy's Crafty Corner

Garden games
by Cathy Monrad

W

ho doesn't love lady bugs? Or bumblebees? Or a good
game of Tic Tac Toe? This cute project from Alecia at
chickenscratchny.com mashes up the three for a bit of
garden fun for all ages.
MATERIALS
Wood slice; 1-inch thick and 9–12 inches diameter
10 smooth black river rocks; 5 round and 5 oblong
Acrylic paint in colors red, yellow, black and white
Acrylic sealer (optional)
TOOLS
Pencil
Ruler
Assorted paint brushes
Pencil with eraser
Toothpick

Create the game board
1. Use a pencil and ruler to mark a grid on the wood slice
as pictured in Figure 1. Start and end grid lines about an inch
from the edge of wood.
2. Paint over pencil lines with black paint. Let paint dry
completely.
Create the lady bugs on round rocks
3. Using red paint, paint on the rock tops as pictured in
Figure 2. You may need 3–5 coats for complete coverage. Let
dry completely.
4. Dip the eraser end of a pencil in black paint and dab
onto the rock to create a pattern as shown in Figure 3. Let dry
completely.
5. Dip a toothpick in white paint and dab onto rock to create
the eyes as shown in Figure 4.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Create the bumblebees on oblong rocks
6. Using yellow paint, paint stripes on the rock tops as
pictured in Figure 5. You may need 3–5 coats for complete
coverage. Let dry completely.
5. Dip a toothpick in white paint and dab onto rock to create
the eyes as shown in Figure 6.
Note: If game will be kept outside in the elements, use a sealer
to protect the board and pieces. Follow instructions for
use on label and let dry completely.

Figure 5
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Figure 6

Cathy Monrad is the graphic designer and garden crafter for
Upstate Gardeners' Journal.

Announcing the 10th Annual

Upstate Gardeners’ Journal

Winter Photo Contest
Enter until April 1, 2020

2019 Grand Prize Winner:
Donna LaPlante, Rochester, NY

Details online: upstategardenersjournal.com/winter-photo-contest/
Join the Upstate Gardeners’ Journal on our annual Buffalo

Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip
A wonderful spring tradition—inspiring gardens—shopping at great nurseries
unusual plants—gorgeous scenery—a delicious Herbal Lunch

Saturday, June 6, 2019
Highlights of our itinerary on this day-long luxury motorcoach tour include:
Cornell Botanic Gardens, truly one of the most inspiring gardens in New York State
Delicious Herbal Lunch and shopping at Bakers’ Acres—they have an incredible, vast array of perennials
Cayuga Landscape, a large garden center with a wide selection of plants and garden art
Wine tasting ... and a special surprise from Crafty Cathy!
Buffalo, Batavia, and Victor pick-up locations, departure and return times to be determined

ONLY $85/person. Sign up today!
To register, go to UpstateGardenersJournal.com or complete and return the form below.
Call 716/432-8688 or 585/591-2860 for more information or to pay by credit card.
Name(s) in party:_______________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________ Email: _______________________________________
# of tickets ____ x $85 = _________ (Enclose check made payable to Upstate Gardeners’ Journal)
Please mail check and form to:
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal, 390 Hillside Avenue, Rochester, NY 14610
Note: We cannot accept money orders. We apologize for any inconvenience.

Events

“Plantasia 2020 Reflections” Seminar Schedule
March 19–March 22, the Fairgrounds Event Center in Hamburg
THURSDAY MARCH 19, 2020
11 am: Shady Characters – Plants for the Shade
Garden – Mike Shadrack, Smug Creek Gardens
Noon: Things You May Not Know about Plants – Carol
Ann Harlos, Master Gardener, writer

3 pm: Invest in the Future Plant A Tree – Tom Draves,
Draves Tree Service

1 pm: Secrets to Hardscape Design Success – Jordan
Simone, Simone Landscape

3 pm: The Good, the Bad, and the Beautiful—A Close
Up Look at Amazing Insects – Janet Weislo, CNLP,
NCCC horticulture student (small seminar room)

1 pm: Growing Grocery Store Chives in Water –
Brittany Turner, NCCC horticulture student
(small seminar room)

4 pm: Venture into Veggies – Vickie Jancef, Niagara
County Community College

2 pm: How Water Can Create Serenity in Your
Garden – Cark Janson, CNLP, Lavocat’s Family Nursery
and Garden Center
3 pm: The Top 20 Cut Flowers That Are Easy to Grow –
Barb Henry, CNLP, Henry’s Garden
4 pm: Improve Your Landscape with 25 Great WNY
Shrubs – Ken Parker, Lifetime CNLP, The English
Gardener
5 pm: Outstanding Native Plants for Upstate New
York – Brian Eshenaur, Cornell Integrated Pest
Management Program

			
FRIDAY MARCH 20

The letters CNLP
after a speaker’s
name indicate
that he or she is a
Certified Nursery
& Landscape
Professional

2 pm: Let’s Try Growing Some Odd and Unusual
Plants – Thomas Mitchell, Niagara County Community
College

11 am: How to Grow Roses in Western New York –
Steven Styn, rosarian, WNY Rose Society
Noon: Eco-Friendly Gardening – Lyn Chimera, Lessons
from Nature
1 pm: Tick Awareness – Tonya DeFriest, I’m N.O.T. Gonna
Get Ticked
2 pm: Designing Your City Garden – Brad White, Urban
Roots, retired horticulture teacher
3 pm: Do’s and Don’ts for Hardscapes – Mike Frank,
Chevalier Outdoor Living
4 pm: Gardening for Butterflies – Kristy Schmitt, CNLP,
Erie County Botanical Gardens

4 pm: Care and Maintenance of House Plants – Janet
Weislo, CNLP, NCCC horticulture student
(small seminar room)
5 pm: Medical Uses of Cannabis – Melissa Moore,
Niagara County Community College
SUNDAY – MARCH 22
11 am: Summer Flowering Bulbs and Tubers –
David Clark, CNLP, horticulture educator
Noon: What's Your Personal Style? Inspiration &
Insights for Your Own Garden – Sally Cunningham,
CNLP, AAA/Great Garden Travel, author
12:30–1 pm: Starting Plants from Seed and
Cuttings – McKinley High School horticulture students
and instructor Julie Hughes, CNLP (small seminar
room)
1 pm: Grow a Better Lawn the Healthy Way – Thomas
Mitchell, Niagara County Community College
1:30–2 pm: Starting Plants from Seed and Cuttings –
McKinley High School horticulture students and instructor
Julie Hughes, CNLP (small seminar room)
2 pm: New Plants for 2020 – Tim Zimmerman, CNLP,
Robert Baker Company & Medford Nursery
3 pm: Principals of Landscape Design – Carolyn Stanko,
Senior CNLP, instructor, Niagara County Community
College

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
11 am: The Components of a Sustainable Landscape –
Sharon Webber, Lifetime CNLP, Earth Lines

All seminars to take place in the large seminar
room unless otherwise noted.

11 am: Starting Plants for Your Home – E’lon Nelson,
NCCC horticulture student (small seminar room)

Large seminar room is located to the left of the
concession stand

Noon: Perennial Basics – Sally Cunningham, CNLP, AAA/
Great Garden Travel, author

Small seminar room is located to the right of the
concession stand

1 pm: Native Alternatives to Invasives – Lyn Chimera,
Lessons from Nature
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LOCALLY GROWN FARM FRESH SOD

CONTACT YOUR
SOD & SEED SPECIALISTS:
716-741-2880
800-562-2887
6660 Goodrich Road, Clarence Center, NY 14032
lakesidesod.com • ordersodnow.com
turf@lakesidesod.com

Take Delivery By May 15th $151.00 Less Discount
100% No Risk Guarantee

SAVE $10
LSXUG2228

WE MAKE IT EASY TO LOVE YOUR YARD.

