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At the end of the day 
you should smell like dirt.
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45 Year Mission! 
It is our greatest desire to provide our customers with top quality, well-
grown plant material at a fair and honest price. We will strive to provide 
an unmatched selection of old favorites and underused, hard-to-find items, 
along with the newest varieties on the market. We will eagerly share our 
horticultural knowledge gained from years of education and experience. 
Lastly, we offer all this in a spirit of fun and lightheartedness. 

Sara’s Garden Center | 389 East Ave. | Brockport 14420 | 585-637-4745

In our ever-increasing state of being “in touch,” “on-line,” and 

“available,” time spent working in the soil is even more important. 

Taking time to capture and embrace what may sometimes feel like 

drudgery can actually have a profound influence on your day-to-day 

realities. Even daily five-minute garden walk-throughs to pull weeds 

have benefits. In all the years that we have been here, this season has 

reminded me just how valuable that activity is. It clears the cobwebs 

and slows the frenzy which just makes for better overall performance 

everywhere else; so much good is gained for the body, mind and 

soul. At the end of the day smelling of dirt is a good thing, so take a 

shower and wash off the grime, but keep the “dirt feeling” close; it 

will benefit all else you do.

Customer Appreciation Days
This annual sale is our way of thanking you! 40+ years of your 

patronage has been an absolute blessing and we can never really 

express how much it has meant and means to our ‘working and ever 

changing’ family here at Sara’s. And despite our short comings along 

the way, you have always been kind and positive towards helping us 

do better; from the grace you show our new young employees each 

spring, to the miss timed delivery and probably more. You have always 

continued to smile and encourage this small local business. 

Which is why we love this sale! We start with 20% off all plants and 

the sales only get better as the season progresses. And since fall is 

fantastic for planting, we hope that you can make good use of the 

opportunity and get something special in the ground.

Happy Planting and thank you so very much!

For details on garden event opportunities  

or any other garden-related topic,  

contact the nursery at  

585-637-4745 or kkepler@rochester.rr.com
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Plants don’t get to choose, 
but you do.
Osmocote® Smart-Release® Plant Food Flower & Vegetable 
feeds continuously and consistently for up to 4 full months.
If you grow your own, grow with Osmocote®.

© 2022, The Scotts Company, LLC. All rights reserved



 Increase density…
 choke out weeds
 Improve color…
 resist insects and grass diseases
 Improve high traffi c areas…
 reduce pesticide use

OVER SEED 
YOUR LAWN   

NOW!

SEPTEMBER /OCTOBER
is the best time to over seed.
CHOOSE FROM HIGH QUALITY VARIETIES:

Kentucky 
Bluegrass 

Tall 
Fescue

Perennial 
Rye Grass

CALL TODAY TO SEE WHICH VARIETY IS 
BEST FOR YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS!

585-261-6370

Perennial 



Dear friends, 
I’m not too fond of hot weather unless 

I am actually in a body of water, so for me, 
the arrival of September is a welcome relief. 
It’s also one of the most beautiful months 
in the garden, when certain plants are 
finally beginning to blossom—leonotis (in 
containers), seven-son flower, even morning 
glories, if they bloom at all, which in my 
garden is unusual. Other plants celebrate the 
cooler air by flushing out with clean, healthy 
new foliage—heuchera are at their best this 
time of year, scraggly petunias and euphorbia 
come back from the dead, and houseplants 
summering outdoors are at their happiest. 

Enjoy this beautiful time of year and, as 
always, thank you for reading!

          

PS) You might notice that for this issue we 
have a special guest crafter, Christine Green. 
Don’t worry . . . our Crafty Cathy isn’t going 
anywhere! This one was just too good to pass 
up. Got a fun craft to share? Send pictures 
and a short description to managing editor 
Kim Burkard at kim@upstategardenersjournal.
com. We may use it in an upcoming issue!

Ear to the ground

Installation
Walkways/Patios
Flagstone
Unilock
Brick
Paverstones
Keystone
Foundation Planting
Retaining Walls
Excavation & Grading
Water Gardens
Water Features

Gardening
Mulching
Topsoil
Rototilling
Tree Planting
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding
Shrub Pruning
Theme Gardens
Perennial Gardens
Lawn Care
Lawn Maintenance

Monroe County’s Oldest Nursery

Large Selection of Hardy Trees    
                                 & Shrubs

Lawn & Landscaping Services

STOP IN DURING OUR SEPTEMBER SALE

Over 3 acres of fresh hardy nursery stock 
from the common to the hard to find.

Annuals � Perennials � Fertilizer � Seed � Bulk Mulch 
Bagged Mulch � Stone � Large Selection of Fine Pottery

Delivery & Planting Services Available
For an estimate please call (585) 244-1626

CloverNursery.com
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Located near Ellison Park
485 LANDING ROAD NORTH

(585) 482-5372

Open 7 Days a Week

C L OV E R
NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER

Est. 1927

LEFT:  
Leonotis

RIGHT:  
Jane Millman
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Almanac

What to do in the garden  
in September & October
LAWNS:

September is the ideal time to seed a new lawn or 
overseed thin areas. It’s best if you  have a soil nutrient test 
done prior to seeding your lawn. (Contact your local Cornell 
Cooperative Extension.) Apply the recommended amount 
of fertilizer and incorporate it into the soil before seeding. 
This is also the time to fertilize established lawns. Apply no 
more than one pound of nitrogen fertilizer per 1000 square 
feet. The average home lawn should be fertilized once or 
twice a year, late May and early September. If you fertilize 
just once do it in September. If grubs have been a problem 
in the past now is the time to scout for them. If you find 
10 or more per square foot you likely will want to use a fall 
grub control product. . When it comes to lawn weed control 
late September to early October is the best time to treat for 
broadleaf weeds such as dandelions, plantain, and ground 
ivy (aka. creeping Charlie). Use a herbicide for broadleaf 
weeds and follow label directions. Keep in mind that a liquid 
application will give you better control than a granular 
application. If you have a thatch layer more than a quarter 
of an inch thick, you should consider dethatching your lawn. 
For your last mowing of the season lower your mowing 
height to two inches to prevent grasses from matting down 
and becoming more prone to disease (snow mold). When it 
comes to tree leaves on the lawn, if possible, just finely chop 
them up with your lawn mower and leave them in place.

VEGETABLE GARDEN:
This is a very bountiful and busy time as folks continue 

to harvest those fall crops. If you will be storing your root 
crops do not wash them. Simply brush off excess soil. 
Place carrots, beets, and turnips in perforated plastic bags 
and store in the refrigerator. Place potatoes in a container 
that provides air circulation and keep them out of the 
light and in a cool, humid location. Winter squash should 
be harvested before frost and stored at 50-60 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Acorn, delicata and similar squashes are best if 
eaten by the end of December. Others types like butternut, 
Hubbard and buttercup are good until February or March. 
Be sure to remove plant debris from the garden, place it in 
the compost pile and plant a cover crop of rye to capture 
soil nitrogen. Mid-October is the time to plant garlic.  Plant 
the garlic cloves six inches apart two inches deep. Late 
October is a good time to harvest horseradish.

FLOWER GARDEN:
Late summer to early fall is a wonderful time to dig 

and divide a number of perennials—peonies, iris, daylilies 
and hostas are just a few. Keep in mind that this is also 
the time of year to plant seed of primrose, phlox, trollius, 
penstemon, lythrum, lupine, liatris, heuchera, and the list 
goes on. If you are looking to add any spring flowering bulbs 
now is the time to plant them. Plant varieties in clumps of 
three to five for more eye appeal. After a frost has killed 
back the foliage of dahlias, cannas, caladiums, and tuberous 
begonias dig them up and store them for the winter in a 
cool, moist location that remains above freezing. September 
is a good time to collect and save flower seed for planting 
next year. If you are looking to take cuttings from your 
impatiens, begonias, or geraniums do it in early September. 
Don’t wait for a frost warning to run out and take some 
cuttings. By then the plants will have likely received chilling 
injury and will not root as well.

—Russ Welser, senior resource educator (horticul-
ture, general agriculture and natural resources),  
Cornell Cooperative Extension Ontario County

ABOVE: It’s time to 
divide irises, peonies, 
daylilies, hostas, and 

more. 
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Section name here

Over the course of writing for Upstate Gardeners’ 
Journal and other publications, here’s some of 
the best advice I got about . . .  

KEEPING EVERGREENS GREEN
Winter burn is a problem for conifers. In winter, 

evergreen plants are still transpiring through their 
leaves, but because the ground is frozen, they can’t 
take up water to compensate, so they dry out. This is 
especially true for the yellow-leaved conifers, which have 
less chlorophyll and thus tend to be less vigorous. To 
prevent winter burn, see to it that evergreens are well-
watered going into the cold weather, and water them 
in the winter during sunny, warmer stretches when the 
roots may be able to take up some water.

 —Former Cornell Botanic Garden director of 
horticulture Mary Hirshfeld

REVIVING SUGAR MAPLES . . . WITH MULCH  
AND BULBS 

When [husband] Peter bought the land in 1980, there 
was a large grove of mature sugar maples used as a sugar 
bush by the previous owner. Peter had no intention of 
extracting sap from the trees, which, like many rural sugar 
maples, were in decline. Instead, we created huge mulched 
beds for the trees and found that with some pruning and 
regular mulching, the trees actually improved. The roots 
grow right into the bark mulch, and benefit from zero 
competition from grass or woody plants. 

We don’t plant anything in the beds except bulbs, which 
we plant right into the bark mulch; the key is, you can’t 
stop mulching, or the bulbs will suffer. We put down two 
to three inches most years. As the foliage of thousands 
of daffodils dies back in May, the stems of thousands of 
allium (ornamental onions) emerge, diverting attention 
from the fading daffodil leaves. In June, when the stems 

ABOVE: Director of 
the Cornell Urban 
Horticulture Institute 
Nina Bassuk. Photo by 
Michelle Sutton

Advice gems … part two
By Michelle Sutton

Seasonal stakeout

“We don’t plant anything in 
the [sugar maple] beds except 
bulbs, which we plant right into 
the bark mulch; the key is, you 
can’t stop mulching, or the bulbs  

will suffer. 

”
—Nina Bassuk
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of the allium collapse, we mulch right over the bulb leaves 
and stems to tidy up. It’s also a technique that adds to the 
organic matter of the soil—in two ways. 

—Cornell Horticulture Institute  
director Nina Bassuk

USING SINGLE-SPECIES CONTAINERS  
(OVER MIXED POTS)

At our respective homes, neither of us does mixed 
containers. We like to see an individual plant with 
its unique traits: mature size and shape, foliage 
characteristics, how it moves in the wind. We think you 
see more of a plant’s beauty when it’s not crowded by 
other plants in the same container. In mixed containers, 
some plants grow faster than you predicted, others slower, 
and each species has different water and fertilizer needs. 
With single-species pots, the plants are healthier, there’s 
less root rot, and we fuss with them less. 

With single-species pots, you have the opportunity to 
overwinter them more successfully than you could a mixed 
container. In year two, you get to see heavier flowering, 
or a more interesting foliage habit. Another benefit of 
single-species containers is the ability to shift displays 
throughout the growing season, like in the long tradition 
of the great greenhouses in Britain, where urns are rotated 
from the display as they come in and out of flower. Shrubs 

and small trees can be integrated in these displays, adding 
a huge palette of plant possibilities. You’re using the same 
design process, but each plant is allowed to grow bigger. 
You’re working with a larger canvas, so your display is that 
much more dramatic. 

—Landscape architect Rick Hedrick and 
horticulturist Barbara Bryant 

GETTING STARTED WITH BONSAI
Good genera for outdoor use by beginners include the 

junipers, pines, spruces, maples, and elms. For indoor 
use, tropical plants like ficus, schefflera, citrus, and 
gardenia work better than temperate trees. A juniper, for 
example, will not perform well indoors because its cold 
and light requirements will be difficult to meet at best. 
Start with outdoor bonsai, because indoor growing is more 
challenging.

Remember that plants in pots are not as winter 
hardy as plants in the ground, and they will need winter 
protection. However, it’s important to expose temperate 
trees to a certain amount of cold in the fall and early 
winter. The longer you can get away with leaving them 
out, the better. Then overwinter them under poly, in an 
unheated garage or cold frame. I keep them at 27 degrees 
so they’re dormant, and I don’t have to water. 
—Bill Valavanis, bonsai expert, International Bonsai 

LEFT: Orange County 
Arboretum horticulturist 

Peter Patel. Photo by 
Michelle Sutton

RIGHT: Bloom Land-
scape Design and Fine 

Gardening owner Liz 
Elkin.Photo by Larry 

Decker
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GROWING HYDRANGEAS IN ZONE 6 
Many people have one image that comes to mind 

when they think of hydrangeas, that of the bigleaf type 
(Hydrangea macrophylla) with the big blue or pink spherical 
flowers. They see them in photos or on Cape Cod, but 
those are actually the hardest to grow. That’s because 
the bigleaf hydrangeas—varieties like ‘Nikko Blue’—are 
only Zone 6a and 6b cold hardy from the roots down, not 
necessarily from the roots up. And, because they bloom on 
last year’s wood, a lot of winters will kill the plant down to 
the ground; the plant rebounds and you get a nice new ball 
of foliage, but you lose the flower buds.

There’s a whole slew of remontant (reblooming) types 
now, like Endless Summer, that bloom on new wood as 
well as old. However, some people are still having some 
trouble getting them to bloom, possibly due to inadequate 
phosphorous in the soil. There are five other main species 
of hydrangeas that are easy to grow in Zone 6a and 6b, 
give extended flowering time and nice form, and can 
be readily found in the nurseries: climbing hydrangea 
vine (Hydrangea anomala var. petiolaris), smooth-type 
hydrangea (Hydrangea arborescens), panicled hydrangeas 
(Hydrangea paniculata) (‘Limelight’ and others), and 
oakleaf hydrangeas (Hydrangea quercifolia).

—Briana Davis & Eli Joseph-Hunter,  
Hydrangea Growers

GROWING BOXWOOD
The boxwood wants to live! It’s growing in poor soil on 

my property. When my husband I bought our property 
in 2004, we decided to put a boxwood-lined rose garden 
where the asphalt parking lot used to be. The contractors 
broke up the asphalt, and I’ve been adding shredded leaves 
every year since I put the boxwood in, but the original 

plants had to tough it out—and they did beautifully. 
Watering is critical for establishment, but then 

boxwood is quite drought tolerant. The only boxwood I 
water are the newly planted and the newly propagated 
ones—handfuls of cuttings I stick in the ground in the 
spring. It really is that easy: You take clippings of new 
growth in the spring that are 5 or 6 inches long, strip the 
lower leaves, then stick them about 2 inches deep in a 
propagation bed, which is just a bed that has some good 
organic matter in it—no rooting hormone necessary. I 
water the cuttings the first season and within six to eight 
weeks they form baby root systems. Within two years, the 
plants have sufficient root systems to be transplanted to 
wherever they are needed. 

—Kevin Lee Jacobs, cookbook author and  
creator of agardenforthehouse.com

PERMACULTURE 
There’s this limiting idea that in order to practice 

permaculture you have to design everything out in 
advance, an idea that can keep people from starting. 
Speaking from my experience after 15 years of not 
designing, it’s fine to just start planting and learn as 
you go. Permaculture overarchingly is a wonderful 
framework, but more than anything it’s the principles 
(permacultureprinciples.com) and ethics that I feel have the 
most value. 

—Sean Dembrosky, Edible Acres  

In permaculture, I think the most important thing is to 
keep the soil covered. If you look at nature as an example, 
the earth naturally wants to be covered, either with plants 
or with leaves. If it’s not covered, all the organic matter 
is burning off really fast and nutrients are leaching out. 

LEFT: Briana Davis and 
Eli Joseph-Hunter of 
Greene Bee Nursery 
Photo by Larry Decker

RIGHT: Cookbook au-
thor and lifestyle blogger 
Kevin Lee Jacobs with 
his boxwood. Photo by 
Larry Decker
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Keep piling on the mulch, using materials around you, to 
protect the soil. The bacteria and worms and fungus are 
going to start working on that mulch, and that will make 
your soils alive. You can’t put those organisms there but 
you can create really good habitat and then the organisms 
will flourish—and they do the work of feeding the plants. 

For someone who’s new to permaculture, I would 
suggest focusing on really easy-to-establish things that are 
high reward, like black currants and raspberries. These will 
build confidence to try more things. Start with building 
the soil and then putting in the smaller berry bushes. 
Eventually you can work your way up to fruit trees. 
Either way, you’ll want to spend significant time building 
your soil, much like you would prep soil for growing 
tomatoes—you’re striving for the crumbly, rich, well-
drained soil that organic matter makes possible. 

—Akiva Silver, Twisted Tree Farm 

SHOPPING FOR PERENNIALS 
Rather than buy plants only when they’re in bloom, do a 
little research on what they’re going to look like at the end 
of the summer. I recommend favoring the independent 
growers: Their livelihood is based on these plants, so they 
know them inside and out for your area. They will come to 
remember you as the person with the sandy loam or heavy 
clay or full shade. I avoid buying a perennial (or an annual) 
that has a huge mass relative to the size of its pot; when 
you put that in the ground, you’ll be watering it every day 
… compact plants are better. I’m looking for vigorous but 
not pot-bound root systems. For reasons of economy, I ask 
myself, “Are there enough roots such that I can divide that 
perennial into four? Can that groundcover be chopped 
four or six ways?” 

—Horticulturist Peter Patel 

PROPAGATING WILLOWS 
Most willows are easy to propagate. A few years ago, I  
filled a bu cket with 15-inch-long cuttings in water from 
a friend’s curly willow tree that  had become overgrown 
and needed to be pruned. I  stuck the cuttings in the 
ground —literally just stuck them in the earth—along a 
drip irrigation line. By the end of the season, all were the 
size of a shrub at least 3 feet tall and ready to take on the 
winter. I transplanted them the following spring and now 
have a full hedgerow of the curly willow that I can take 
cuttings from every year.  Every fall  , I cut the curly, golden 
yellow stems to use for winter planters.  

—Liz Elkin, owner, Bloom Landscape  
Design and Fine Gardening  

SAVING MONEY (?) BY GROWING YOUR  
OWN VEGGIES 
You can save money—if you don’t count your labor. If you 
have the time to garden, and you’re an efficient gardener, 
and let’s say you’re doing canning and freezing, sure—you 
can save money. But if you can make $20/hour doing 
something else, well, the tradeoff is probably not worth it 
in strict financial terms. The benefits are in other realms, 
like therapeutic value, beauty, and food freshness. That 
said, I think the work-to-yield ratio is most favorable for 
zucchini, tomatoes, kohlrabi, and greens of all kinds. 

—Norb Lazar, Nurseryman 

Michelle Sutton is a horticulturist, writer, and editor. 

ABOVE: Permacultur-
ists Sean Dembrosky 
(left) and Akiva Silver 

on YouTube
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Fall maintenance for  
your feathered friends

F all is an exciting time of the year in the bird world. 
Our year-round feathered friends are gearing up 
for cooler months ahead by caching food and our 

migrants are getting ready to make their migrations back 
down south. With all of this activity happening, you may 
see some changes in the habits of birds in your backyard. 
There are things you can do in your yard this fall to help 
out birds and other wildlife that stay in upstate New York 
all year-round. 

About half of the bird species we have in North America 
are migratory, meaning they make a seasonal large-scale 
movement from one area to the other. The main reasons 
for this are to “breed and feed.” Migratory birds will travel 
north in order to expand the range they can breed and 
forage in. Because many of these birds are dependent on 
insects and nectar as a food source, once those resources 
start to dwindle the birds must make their migration back 
to their overwintering sites. Birds like Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird and Baltimore Orioles will begin their 
migration south come September, but are often seen 
throughout the whole month. Don’t be surprised if you 
start to see an increase in these birds at your feeders! They 
need extra calories to gain fat reserves for their travel 
and are often seen in high numbers at feeders in the late 
summer and early fall. If you continue to have grape jelly 
out for Baltimore Orioles, be on the lookout for Gray 
Catbird and Northern Mockingbirds as they will regularly 
come to these feeders in the fall. There is no such thing 
as leaving your jelly or nectar feeders out for “too long,” 
either. The rule of thumb is to take your feeders down 
once it’s been a week since you have seen any activity. 
Leaving a feeder up will not keep birds from migrating!

While many species of birds migrate, many of our 
common backyard birds do not. Cardinals, Chickadees, 
Nuthatches, Blue Jays and most Woodpeckers, to name a 
few, will be around all winter long. This time of the year 
it is common to see “caching” behavior from Nuthatches, 
Blue Jays, Chickadees and Woodpeckers. Caching is when 
birds hide food away to eat at a later time. A single bird 
can sometimes cache thousands of seeds each year! Birds 
will remember where these seeds are based on their 
location and the landmarks around them. Some birds even 
experience a growth in their hippocampus, the spatial 
memory section of the brain, in the fall in order to better 
retrieve their caches. Be on the lookout for nuthatches 
hammering seeds into the crevices of trees or woodpeckers 
stashing peanuts into hollow tree cavities this time of 

the year while food is abundant. Keeping 
feeders full with high calorie foods like 
black oil sunflower seed and peanuts 
during the fall is a good way to give birds 
who cache food a leg up for the winter. 

You may find the birdhouses in your 
yard having less activity in them now as 
well. Some birds, like House Sparrows, will 
have a few broods a year and will continue 
using houses until the late fall, however 
most birds are finishing up their nesting 
season. Now is usually a good and safe 
time to clean out the houses you have 
in your yard. Once the young inside the 
house have fledged, or left the house, the 
nest can be removed from the house. In general, if a bird 
has multiple broods a year they may re-use a nest, but it 
is best if they build a new one. This helps prevent things 
like mold and nest parasites from accumulating inside 
the house. Once empty the house can be cleaned with a 
solution of white vinegar, natural enzymes (usually called 
bird house cleaner), or a light bleach solution of one part 
bleach to 9 parts water and rinsed well. Houses can be 
taken in for the winter, or left out to be used as a winter 
roost. While birds tend to only use houses in the spring 
and summer months they will sometimes go inside them 
in the winter to get out of the elements. 

Keeping a garden “wild” in the fall will also attract a 
variety of birds. We are used to being told that a clean, 
well-maintained yard is a good yard, however a messy yard 
is best for birds and wildlife. Many insects are reliant on 
leaf litter and plant stalks as a place to pupate or lay their 
eggs. Black swallowtail butterflies, for example, will spend 
the winter inside a pupa attached to a twig or plant stalk. 
Birds will take refuge in the shelter provided by brush and 
will eat the seeds from wildflowers. Don’t be surprised if 
you see some new visitors in the yard like Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets and the more common American Goldfinch 
feasting on seed heads. 

While birds may not be actively singing and nesting, 
fall is still a very busy time for them. Making sure their 
feeders, houses, and baths are clean and stocked will 
provide them with the resources they need and the 
enjoyment of backyard birding you love.

Liz Magnanti is the co-owner of the Bird House  
in Brighton.

ABOVE:  
Red-bellied  

woodpecker with a 
peanut 

Courtesy Flickr: Mike’s 
Birds

Backyard habitat

by Liz Magnanti
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Fall Décor for  
Inside and Out

 Browse our 6½ acres  

• flowering shrubs

• one of a kind rockery

• specimen trees

• perennials for shade & sun

• statuary & pottery

• treasures galore for inside & out

 Landscaping Available  

• flagstone patios and stone walls

• foundation & border plantings

• cleanups & tree installations

LLenroc Landscaping, Inc.
11753 East Main St.  

East Aurora, NY • (716) 652-8969 

Like us on Facebook!

Left: Apple Festival on September 17-18!  
And U-pick apples at McKissick Farms

Above: Mums, Pumpkins. + Perennials beneath a    
             late summer sky in our Garden Center

2712 N. Triphammer Rd. 
607-257-3000

www.cayugalandscape.com

44 Years of Creating Beautiful Outdoor Escapes

Garden Center Hours:
MON-FRI 8–6, SAT 9–5, SUN 10–4
McKissick Farms Hours: 
MON-SAT: 9–5:30, SUN 10–4

Pick your own apples at our McKissick Farms orchard. 
1104 Auburn Road, Groton, NY

Amanda’s Garden presents:

Flowers and Foliage
Friday–Sunday, September 23–25, 2022

9 am to 3 pm

• Beautiful native plants ready to plant for next year’s garden
• Autumn decorations • Demonstrations & tours

• Leaf rubbing station for kids!

Amanda’s Native Garden LLC
8030 Story Road

Dansville, NY 14437
(585)750-6288

Email: ellen@amandasnativeplants.com
 Website: www.amandasnativeplants.com



Garden Mums, Fall Bulbs,  Garden Mums, Fall Bulbs,  
Foliage Plants, Pumpkins,  Foliage Plants, Pumpkins,  

& Autumn Decor& Autumn Decor

2722 Clinton Street2722 Clinton Street
West Seneca, NY 14224West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 822-9298(716) 822-9298

     
   

   
  
  

  
  

  

     
   

   
  
  

  
  

  
   

   C
ele

brating 100 YearsCel
ebrating 100 Years

Fresh From Our GreenhousesFresh From Our Greenhouses

H.A.Treichler  
& Sons

“We Grow Our Own”
A Family Tradition Since 1854

We Have Mums!...Mums!...Mums!
41/2”, 7”, 9”, 12”, 14”  pots. Call for price

2687 Saunders Settlement Rd. (Rte. 31), Sanborn

716/731-9390

Don’t forget our  
Senior Discount  

every Wednesday!

Military Discounts Daily

Open 7 Days a Week 9 am to 5 pm

Gift Certificates Available

 
10820 Transit Road 

East Amherst  
(716) 636-7824 

 

 

Mums • pumpkins • gourds •  
apples • cider • squash • fall crops 

 

FREE Halloween Village for our 
customers with purchase 

SSccaarreeccrrooww  VViillllaaggee  

BBaaddddiinngg  BBrrooss  
aanndd  ggaarrddeenn  cceenntteerr  
FFaarrmm  MMaarrkkeett  



Calendar

BUFFALO            
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of WNY meets 

the third Tuesday of the month, March–December, 
at 7pm, Greenfield Health & Rehab Facility, 5949 
Broadway, Lancaster. judyoneil1945@gmail.com.

Alden Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of 
the month (except July & August) at 7pm, Alden 
Community Center, West Main Street, Alden. New 
members and guests welcome. Plant sale each May. 
716-937-7924.

Amana Garden Club meets the second Wednesday 
of the month (except January) at Ebenezer United 
Church of Christ, 630 Main Street, West Seneca. 
Visitors welcome. 716-844-8543, singtoo@aol.com. 

Amherst Garden Club meets the fourth Wednesday of 
the month (except December, March, July & August) 
at 10am, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Main Street, 
Williamsville. New members and guests welcome. 
716-836-5397.

Bowmansville Garden Club meets the first Monday of 
the month (except June, July, August & December) 
at 7pm, Bowmansville Fire Hall, 36 Main Street, 
Bowmansville. New members and guests welcome. 
For more information, 716-361-8325.

Buffalo Area Daylily Society. East Aurora Senior Center, 
101 King Street, East Aurora. Friendly group who 
get together to enjoy daylilies. Plant Sales, May & 
August. Open Gardens, June–August. Facebook.

Buffalo Bonsai Society meets every second Saturday 
at 1pm at the Critchen Restaurant, 3377 Clinton St, 
West Seneca. October 8: Demo and workshop—bring 
your tree to work on and get advice from members. 
November 12: Guest speaker Ron Maggio on the Art 
of Suiseki.buffalobonsaisociety.com. 

East Aurora Garden Club meets at noon on the 2nd 
Monday of each month, except January. We meet at 
Nativity Lutheran Church, 970 E. Main Street, East 
Aurora, NY (just west of the 400 Expressway exit). 
The club’s objective is to stimulate, create interest 
and promote education on horticulture, the art of 
gardening, flower arranging and environmental 
conservation; and to promote the beautification of 
surrounding areas. For more information about the 
club or membership call 716-912-1589.

Federated Garden Clubs NYS – District 8. 
Nancy Kalieta, Director, nancyk212@aol.com. 
gardenclubsofwny.com.

Forest Stream Garden Club meets the third Thursday 
of the month (September–May) at 7pm, Presbyterian 
Village, 214 Village Park Drive, Williamsville and other 
locations. Summer garden teas & tours. Ongoing 
projects include beautification of the Williamsville 
Meeting House, garden therapy at a local nursing 
home, youth gardening & Victorian Christmas 
decorating. eileen.s@markzon.com

Friends of Kenan Herb Club meets the fourth Monday 
of the month at 6pm (January–March), 5:30pm (April–
November), Kenan Center for the Arts, 433 Locust 
Street, Lockport. Meeting dates, times and campus 
locations: kenancenter.org/affiliates.asp, 716-433-
2617. 

Garden Club of the Tonawanda meets the third 
Thursday of the month at 7pm, Tonawanda City Hall, 
Community Room.

Garden Friends of Clarence meets the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, September–June, 

Town Park Clubhouse, 10405 Main Street, Clarence. 
gardenfriendsofclarence@hotmail.com.

Hamburg Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at 10am, VFW Post 1419, 2985 Lakeview 
Rd, Hamburg, NY. June plant sale. Summer garden 
tours. Guests are welcome. Contact lonabutler4@
gmail.com.

Kenmore Garden Club meets the second Tuesday of the 
month (except July, August & December) at 10am, 
Kenmore United Methodist Church, 32 Landers Road, 
Kenmore. Activities include guest speakers, floral 
designs and community service. New members and 
guests welcome. songnbird@aol.com. 

Ken-Sheriton Garden Club meets the second Tuesday 
of the month (except January) at 7pm, St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, 576 Delaware Road, Kenmore. 
Monthly programs, artistic design and horticulture 
displays. New members and guests welcome. 716-
833-8799, dstierheim@gmail.com.

Lancaster Garden Club meets the second Wednesday 
of the month (except January, July & August) at 
7pm, St. John Lutheran Church, 55 Pleasant Avenue, 
Lancaster. All are welcome. Meetings are currently on 
hold. 716-685-4881.

Lewiston Garden Club meets the fourth Monday of 
the month. See website for meeting information, 
lewistongardenfest.com/garden-club.html or contact 
at PO Box 32, Lewiston, NY 14092.

Niagara Frontier Koi and Pond Club meets the second 
Friday of the month at 7pm, Zion United Church, 15 
Koening Circle, Tonawanda.

Niagara Frontier Orchid Society (NFOS) meets the first 
Tuesday following the first Sunday (dates sometimes 
vary due to holidays, etc.), September–June, 
Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo. 
niagarafrontierorchids.org.

Orchard Park Garden Club meets the first Thursday of 
the month except July and December at 11:30am at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 4536 South Buffalo St., 
Orchard Park. Contact Diana  Szczepanski at 716-674-
8970 for membership information. Guests are always 
welcome.

Ransomville Garden Club meets the third Wednesday 
or Saturday of the month at 5:45pm, Ransomville 
Community Library, 3733 Ransomville Road, 
Ransomville. Meetings are open to all. Community 
gardening projects, educational presentations, June 
plant sale. bbonnie2313@gmail.com. 

Silver Creek-Hanover Garden Club meets the second 
Saturday of the month at 11am, Silver Creek Senior 
Center, 1823 Lake Road (Rte. 5), Silver Creek. 
edlorrie@yahoo.com, Facebook. 

South Towns Gardeners meets the second Friday of 
the month (except January) at 9:30am, West Seneca 
Senior Center. New members welcome. 

Town and Country Garden Club of LeRoy meets the 
second Wednesday of the month (except February) 
at 6:30pm, First Presbyterian Church, 7 Clay Street, 
LeRoy. New members and guests are welcome. 585-
768-2712, ritawallace005@gmail.com, Facebook.

Western New York Herb Study Group meets the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Buffalo 
and Erie County Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park 
Avenue, Buffalo.

Western New York Honey Producers, Inc. Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Erie County, 21 South 
Grove Street, East Aurora. wnyhpa.org.

Western New York Hosta Society. East Aurora Senior 
Center, 101 King Street, East Aurora. Meetings with 
speakers, newsletter, sales. Hosta teas first Saturday 
of July, August, September. h8staman@aol.com, 
wnyhosta.com.

Western New York Hosta Society Breakfast Meetings, 
a friendly get-together, first Saturday (winter months 

only) at 10am, Forestview Restaurant, Depew. 
wnyhosta.com.

Western NY Iris Society meets the first Sunday of the 
month at the Julia B. Reinstein Public Library, 1030 
Losson Road, South Cheektowaga, NY 14227. For 
info, contact Vel Szczesny, 716-741-2912. 

Western New York Rose Society meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7pm. WNYRS has 
gone back to Zoom meetings. Check the website or 
Facebook page for updates. St. Stephens-Bethlehem 
United Church of Christ, 750 Wehrle Drive, 
Williamsville. wnyrosesociety.net.

Youngstown Garden Club meets the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, First Presbyterian 
Church, 100 Church Street, Youngstown. 

CLASSES / EVENTS
F Indicates activities especially appropriate for 

children and families.
S Indicates plant sales/swaps.
T Indicates garden tours.
O Online event.

September 10: Botany 101, 10:30am–12:30pm. 
Introduction to Horticulture series. Re-discover the 
basics of how plants work and apply this knowledge 
to your garden. General/$25, Members/$22.50. 
BECBG

O September 15: Lunch & Learn: Save Scajaquada 
Now,12pm–1pm. Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper is 
celebrating Scajaquada Creek all September long. 
Learn how you can help the creek year-round. BNW

September 17: Succulent Pumpkin Centerpiece, 
11am–12pm. Hosted by Mary Kruszka. Use 
specialty pumpkins and succulents for this beautiful 
centerpiece workshop. $45/person. Repeats on 
September 24. Lockwood’s Garden Center, 4484 
Clark Street, Hamburg, NY 14075. 716-649-4684; 
weknowplants.com.

September 17: Plant Propagation, 10:30am–12:30pm. 
Introduction to Horticulture series. Propagate healthy 
new plants using many techniques and various 
growing mediums. General/$25, Members/$22.50. 
BECBG

F September 17: Fall-A-Palooza, 10am–4pm. An 
outdoor, family-friendly event with food, craft 
vendors. and music, plus fall fun activities, crafts, 
pumpkins, a kid’s scavenger hunt, and alpacas. 
Wine tasting and wine slushees. Lavocat’s Family 
Greenhouse & Nursery is located at 8441 County Rd, 
East Amherst—less than a mile from Transit Rd.

F September 17: 22nd Annual Fall Festival, 10am–4pm. 
Kick off the fall season by spending a day in the 
woods. Enjoy crafts for kids, live animals, hands-on 
activities, food, live music, and more! No registration 
required. REIN

FREQUENT HOSTS                                           

BECBG: Buffalo & Erie County Botanical 
Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo, NY 
14218. 716-827-1584; buffalogardens.com. 

BNW: Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper, 721 
Main St, Buffalo, NY 14203. 716-852-7483, 
bnwaterkeeper.org.

CCE/EC: Cornell Cooperative Extension, Erie 
County, 21 South Grove Street, East Aurora, 
NY 14052. 716-652-5400 x176 or jah663@
cornell.edu. erie.cce.cornell.edu/events. 

REIN: Reinstein Woods Nature Preserve, 93 
Honorine Drive, Depew, NY 14043. 716-683-
5959; reinsteinwoods.org.

We strongly recommend you 
confirm with the host whether an 
event is still taking place as listed.
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September 19–21: Cornell Maple Camp, 12pm. Get 
started with maple syrup production or making 
maple confections. Contact Aaron Wightman at 
arw6@cornell.edu with questions and cornellmaple.
com for registration. Location: Arnot Teaching and 
Research Forest, 611 Co Rd 13, Van Etten, NY, 
14889. Cornell Cooperative Extension, Allegany 
County, 5435A County Rd. 48, Belmont, NY 14813. 
585-268-7644; allegany.cce.cornell.edu.

September 20: The Ten Least Wanted List: Invasive 
Insects in the Garden, 6:30–8pm. Invasive insects 
can damage food crops and ornamental plants 
and decimate species like elm and ash trees. Food 
gardeners are often among the first to note the 
presence and damage done by these insects. Learn 
to be an informed observer of your environment. 
General: $15/class or $45/3 classes. Master 
Gardeners (any county): $40/3 classes. CCE/EC

September 23: Gala at the Gardens, 6–10pm. Mingle 
at twilight, bid on exciting auction items and basket 
raffles, and enjoy a delicious sit-down dinner provided 
by Salvatore’s Hospitality. BECBG

S September 24: Plant and Seed Exchange, 
10am–2pm. Free exchange of perennials, herbs, 
vegetables, annuals and tropicals. Seeds accepted 
and distributed by ARTseeds of the University Heights 
Arts Association. University Presbyterian Church, 
3330 Main St., Buffalo, NY 14214 at Niagara Falls 
Blvd. Hosted by Samuel P. Capen Garden Walk. See 
ourheights.org/gardenwalk or capengardenwalk@
gmail.com.

September 24: Forest Bathing and Yoga, 8–11am. Join 
Yogis in Service for a relaxing fall hike at Reinstein 
Woods followed by a session of outdoor yoga. 
Bring your own mat. Ticket cost and registration 
information available at reinsteinwoods.org. REIN

September 24: Scajaquada Scavenger Hunt, 12pm–
2pm. Do you and your friends crush it on trivia 
night? Put your skills to the test to save Scajaquada 
Creek! You and your team will visit locations along 
Scajaquada, racing against other teams to complete 
activities while exploring the Creek. BNW

September 28: Jumpin’ Jehosaphat—It’s Jumping 
Worms, 10–11:30am. Jumping worms (Amynthas 
spp.) have appeared in WNY gardens, where they 
can dramatically change soil texture and strip 
nutrients from topsoil, killing plants. Learn how to 
identify jumping worms by their unusual movements, 
understand their life cycle, and distinguish them from 
common earthworms in your garden. General: $15/
class or $45/3 classes. Master Gardeners (any county): 
$40/3 classes. CCE/EC

October 1: Pests and Diseases, 10:30am–12:30pm. 
Introduction to Horticulture series. Learn about 
some common and uncommon pests/diseases you 
may encounter and discover mitigation techniques. 
General/$25, Members/$22.50. BECBG

October 1: Invasive Plants and Weeds:  What’s 
a Gardener to Do?, 10–11:30am. Invasive and 
aggressive plants are competitors in your garden—
crowding out valued plants and competing for water, 
light, and nutrients. This class will help gardeners 
identify a variety of these plants and provide some 
alternatives in plant choices. General: $15/class or 
$45/3 classes. Master Gardeners (any county): $40/3 
classes. Unity Church of Buffalo, 1243 Delaware Ave, 
Buffalo, NY 14209. CCE/EC

October 1: Educator Workshop: Project Learning 
Tree, 9am–1pm. Project Learning Tree is an award-
winning environmental education program featuring 
an interdisciplinary, hands-on curriculum that uses the 
forest as a window into the world. All activities are 
correlated to Common Core math and ELA standards. 
4 CTLE hours provided. For formal and non-formal 
educators of students in grades pre-K–8. Registration 
required, call 716-683-5959. REIN

October 8: Shrubs and Trees, 10:30am–12:30pm. 
Introduction to Horticulture series. Learn how to use 
trees and shrubs in the landscape and how to plant 
new trees, plus care and maintenance. General/$25, 
Members/$22.50. BECBG

F October 8: Fun Guy’s Guide to Fungi, 10am. Our 
knowledge of fungi has mushroom for improvement 
to say the yeast. Learn about these mysterious 
organisms and by the end you’ll be lichen them! For 
adults and children ages 12 and older. Registration 
required; call 716-683-5959. REIN

F October 13, 14, 16, 20, 21, 23, 28, 29, 30: Creatures 
After Dark, 6–9pm. Explore a collection of cool 
creatures made out of plants, large crystals and 
geodes from Past and Present, all under spectacular 
lights. E-tickets are required for all visitors. See 
website for prices and to purchase tickets. BECBG

October 15: Autumn Colors, 10am. Fall foliage is a 
blaze of color, from flaming oranges and reds to 
subtle yellows. Enjoy the beauty of autumn’s trees 
on this guided walk as we identify trees in the fall. 
Registration required, call 716-683-5959. REIN

October 22: Annuals and Perennials, 10:30am–
12:30pm. Introduction to Horticulture series. Learn 
how to select flowers and foliage given your space 
and their growing needs, and discover can’t-miss 
selections. General/$25, Members/$22.50. BECBG

October 29: Introduction to Garden Design, 10:30am–
12:30pm. Introduction to Horticulture series. Learn 
how to plan your garden space—the class will cover 
tips on sketching, color theory, curves, drifts, and 
hardscaping to bring it all together. General/$25, 
Members/$22.50. BECBG

October 29: Living Sustainably Fair, 10am–12pm. 
Concerned about climate change but not sure what 
to do about it? This open-house event will connect 
you with local resources that can help you remove 
fossil fuels from your lifestyle. You may even save a lot 
of money as a result. No registration required. REIN

F November 5: Woods Walk: Trees, 1pm. They look 
dead as winter approaches, but what’s really going on 
with these wonderful plants, anyway? No registration 
required. REIN

November 5: Soil Science for Gardeners, 10:30am–
12:30pm. Foundations of Horticulture series. Learn 
how to use amendments to get the soil of your 
dreams—including pH, aeration, fertilizers, and soil 
pyramids. General/$25, Members/$22.50. BECBG

F November 12: Project FeederWatch, 10am. 
Learn how to identify winter feeder birds, what 
to feed them, and how to count them for Project 
FeederWatch—a community science project across 
North America. For adults and children ages 10 and 
older. Registration required, call 716-683-5959. REIN

S November 12–13: Niagara Frontier Orchid Society 
Annual Fall Show, Saturday, 10am–4pm and Sunday 
until 3pm. Sponsored by the Niagara Frontier Orchid 
Society at the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical 
Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue. BECBG

SAVE THE DATE…

December 3: Advanced Plant Propagation. 
Foundations of Horticulture series. BECBG

December 10: Hydroponics. Foundations of 
Horticulture series. BECBG

January 14: Water Gardens. Foundations of 
Horticulture Series. BECBG

January 21: Pruning. Foundations of Horticulture series. 
BECBG

January 28: Intro to Landscape Design. Foundations of 
Horticulture series. BECBG

ITHACA                           

REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
Adirondack Chapter, North American Rock Garden 

Society (ACNARGS) plans to meet in person in the 
fall of 2022 on the third Saturday of September and 
October, and the second Saturday of November at 
1pm. Meetings are open to all. Check the current 
newsletter on the website for meeting location: 
acnargs.org or Facebook.com/acnargs.

Auraca Herbarists, an herb study group, usually meets 
the second Tuesday of the month at noon, Cornell 
Botanic Gardens, Ithaca. Brownbag lunch at noon 
followed by the program and herb of the month. 
Field trips during the growing season. All are 
welcome. Contact: Pat Curran, pc21@cornell.edu. 

Elmira Garden Club meets the first Thursday of the 
month, April–December, at 6pm, 426 Fulton Street, 
Elmira. Annual plant sale, workshops, monthly 
meetings, local garden tours and community 
gardening services. Karen Coletta, 607-731-8320, 
Facebook.

Finger Lakes Native Plant Society meetings are usually 
on the third Tuesday of the month, Sept–May. flnps.
org, info@flnps.org.

Windsor NY Garden Group meets the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month at 10am, members’ 
homes or Windsor Community House, 107 Main 
Street, Windsor. windsorgardengroup.suerambo.com.  

CLASSES / EVENTS
F Indicates activities especially appropriate for 

children and families.

S Indicates plant sales/swaps.

T Indicates garden tours.

O Online event.

September 17: Garden and Arboretum Hike, 
10am–12:30pm. Participants will enjoy an extended 
hike (approximately three miles) and learn about the 
diverse plant collections and landscapes of Cornell 
Botanic Gardens. Pre-registration is required. $12/
general, $10/members. CBG

October 9: Exploring the Trees of the Arboretum, 
2pm–3:30pm Learn about the wide diversity of tree 
species in the F.R. Newman Arboretum and why 
this diversity is so important to humans. Learn how 
these trees connect to our local flora and the global 
world of trees, and gain insights into the importance 
of certain trees to various cultures, as well as how 
trees are being threatened by pests, pathogens, and 
changing climate. Pre-registration required. $12/
general, free/members. CBG

October 15: Garden and Arboretum Hike, 10am–
12:30pm Participants will enjoy an extended hike 
(approximately 3 miles) and learn about the diverse 
plant collections and landscapes of Cornell Botanic 
Gardens. Pre-registration is required. $12/general, 
$10/members. CBG

FREQUENT HOSTS                                           
CBG: Cornell Botanic Gardens, 1 Plantations 

Road, Ithaca, NY 14850. Inquire ahead for 
meeting locations. 607-254-7430; km274@
cornell.edu; cornellbotanicgardens.org.
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October 15: Talks & Treks: Nature Photography 
with Chris Ray, 8am. Join fellow photographers 
for a morning at the Roy H. Park Preserve with 
photographer and Finger Lakes Land Trust GIS 
Program Manager Chris Ray. Photo enthusiasts 
of all levels are welcome, and we will explore 
different types of nature photography from macro to 
landscape. Finger Lakes Land Trust, 202 East Court 
St. Ithaca, NY 14850. 607-275-9487, fllt.org.

ROCHESTER                      
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
7th District Federated Garden Clubs New York 

State, Inc. meets the first Wednesday of the month. 
7thdistrictfgcnys.org.

African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Rochester 
meets the first Wednesday of the month (except in 
summer), 7–9pm, Messiah Church, 4301 Mount Read 
Blvd., Rochester. All are welcome. Meetings are on 
hold until further notice. Stacey Davis, 585-426-5665, 
stacey.davis@rit.edu, avgsr.org. 

Big Springs Garden Club of Caledonia-Mumford 
meets the second Monday evening of the month, 
September–November, January–May. New members 
and guests welcome. 585-314-6292, mdolan3@
rochester.rr.com, Facebook.

Bloomfield Garden Club meets the third Thursday of 
the month at 11:45am, Veterans Park, 6910 Routes 
5 & 20, Bloomfield. Visitors and prospective new 
members welcome. Marlene Moran, 585-924-8035, 
Facebook. 

Bonsai Society of Upstate New York meets the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at the Brighton Town Park 
Lodge, Buckland Park, 1341 Westfall Road, Rochester. 
585-334-2595, Facebook, bonsaisocietyofupstateny.
org. 

Canandaigua Botanical Society meets for in-person 
botanical events. See website for event schedule. 
canandaiguabotanicalsociety.blogspot.com

Conesus Lake Garden Club meets the third Wednesday 
of the month (April–December) at 7pm, Watershed 
Education Center, Vitale Park, Lakeville. Welcoming 
new members. Contact Rosemary Fisher, 716-983-
8630.

Country Gardeners of Webster Do you like to dig in the 
dirt, smell the roses, learn about the birds and bees, 
take a walk in the park, eat, drink, and be merry, 
or live in Webster? Then the Country Gardeners of 
Webster would love to have you join them! They 
meet the second Monday of the month. Contact 
Elaine at 585-350-8270 to try this fun-loving club out.

Creative Gardeners of Penfield meets the second 
Monday of the month (except July & August) at 
9:15am, Penfield United Methodist Church, 1795 
Baird Road, Penfield. Visitors welcome. Call 585-385-
2065 or email 09green17@gmail.com if interested in 
attending a meeting. 

Fairport Garden Club Member club of Federated 
Garden Clubs of NY State. Meets 3rd Thursday 
evening of the month (except January & August), 
members’ homes. Educational topics through 
speakers, workshops or local tours. Accepting new 
members. fairportgc@gmail.com, fairportgardenclub.
com.

Finger Lakes Daylily Society members garden in west-
central NY, covering an area from Batavia to Syracuse 
and the Southern Tier. Meetings are held in Rochester 

or the Canandaigua area. There are generally four 
regular Saturday meetings held in February, March, 
May, and September. Visitors and prospective new 
members are welcome to attend. Contact Deb 
Lawrence for information, binxers1@yahoo.com.

Garden Club of Brockport meets the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7pm, Jubilee Church, 
3565 Lake Road, Brockport. Speakers, hands-on 
sessions. Georgie: 585-964-7754, georgietoates@
yahoo.com.

Garden Club of Mendon meets the third Tuesday of 
the month, 10am–1pm, Mendon Community Center, 
167 North Main Street, Honeoye Falls. Work on 
community gardens and gather new ideas in a casual, 
social environment. 585-624-8182, joanheaney70@
gmail.com.

Garden Path of Penfield meets the third Wednesday 
of the month, September–May at 7pm, Penfield 
Community Center, 1985 Baird Road, Penfield. 
Members enjoy all aspects of gardening; new 
members welcome. gardenpathofpenfield@gmail.
com.

Gates Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the 
month (except July & August) at 6:30pm, Gates Town 
Annex, 1605 Buffalo Road, Rochester. New members 
and guests welcome. 585 247-1248, scece6@yahoo.
com.

Genesee Region Orchid Society (GROS) meets the 
first Monday following the first Sunday of the month. 
The meeting on November 8 will be an in-person 
orchid auction at the Jewish Community Center (JCC) 
in Brighton. Meetings in December, January, and 
February will be virtual. It is likely that meetings from 
March–May will be in person at the JCC. Please see 
the website for information, geneseeorchid.org.

Genesee Valley Hosta Society meets the second 
Thursday of the month, April–October, at Eli 
Fagan American Legion Post, 260 Middle Road, 
Henrietta. 585-889-7678, sebuckner@frontiernet.net, 
geneseevalleyhosta.com.

Greater Rochester Iris Society (GRIS) meets Sundays at 
2pm, dates vary. St. John’s Episcopal Church Hall, 11 
Episcopal Ave. Honeoye Falls, NY. Public welcome. 
Sept. 11: Planting Native Plants for Pollinators by 
Maureen Dunphy. Oct. 9: What to do in the garden 
in fall, speaker TBA. 585-266-0302, thehutchings@
mac.com. 

Greater Rochester Perennial Society (GRPS) meets the 
first Thursday of each month at 7pm, Twelve Corners 
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 1200 South 
Winton Road, Rochester, except in summer when it 
tours members’ gardens. Lectures being held virtually 
and garden tours are being scheduled. See website 
or Facebook for updates. cap704@frontiernet.net, 
Facebook, rochesterperennial.com.

Greater Rochester Rose Society meets the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7pm, Penfield Community 
Center, 1985 Baird Rd., Penfield, NY 14526. Summer 
meetings may be garden tours Meetings are March–
December. Contact j.chorder@gmail.com or 585-694-
8430 for information. Facebook: Greater Rochester 
Rose Society.

Henrietta Garden Club meets the 2nd Wednesday, 
except May-Aug and Dec at 6:30pm in the lower level 
of the Henrietta Town Hall, 475 Calkins Rd. October 
12: Putting The Garden To Bed with Master Gardener 
Ken Harbison. November 9: The History of Gro-
Moore Farms with Jack Moore. Guests are welcome 
for a free visit. Handicap accessible.  sites.google.
com/site/henriettagardenclub or call 585-747-6780.  

Holley Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the 
month at 7pm, Holley Presbyterian Church. 585-638-
6973. 

Hubbard Springs Garden Club of Chili meets the 
third Monday of the month at 6:30pm at the Chili 

Community Center, 3237 Chili Ave., Rochester. 
dtoogood@rochester.rr.com. 

Ikebana International Rochester Chapter 53 meets 
the third Thursday of each month (except December 
and February) at 10am, First Baptist Church, Hubbell 
Hall, 175 Allens Creek Road, Rochester. 585-301-
6727, 585-402-1772, rochesterikebana@gmail.com, 
ikebanarochester.org.

Kendall Garden Club meets the first Wednesday of the 
month at 7pm, Kendall Town Hall. 585- 370-8964.

Klemwood Garden Club of Webster meets the 2nd 
Monday of the month at 7pm (except January & 
February) in members’ homes or local libraries. 
Accepting new members. 585-671-1961.

Lakeview Garden Club (Greece) meets the second 
Wednesday of the month (except January & February) 
at 7pm, meeting location varies depending on 
activity. Meetings may include a speaker, project or 
visits to local garden-related sites. New members 
always welcome. Joanne Ristuccia, rista1234@gmail.
com. 

Newark Garden Club meets the first Friday of the 
month at 1pm, Park Presbyterian Church, Newark. 
Guests are welcome.

Pittsford Garden Club Pittsford Garden Club meets the 
third Tuesday of the month at 10:30am at the Spiegel 
Center on Lincoln Avenue in the Village of Pittsford. 
The club usually meets in Room 18, but ask at the 
desk. Masks are required at all times in the building 
unless requirements change. New members are 
always welcomed. May 21 plant sale, location TBD. 
Look for signs in the village.

Rochester Dahlia Society meets the second Saturday of 
the month (except August & September) at 12:30pm, 
Trinity Reformed Church, 909 Landing Road North, 
Rochester. Visitors welcome. Meetings currently 
on hold. See website for up-to-date information 
concerning meetings & shows. 585-865-2291, 
Facebook, rochesterdahlias.org.

Rochester Herb Society meets the first Tuesday of each 
month (excluding January, February & July) at 12pm, 
Potter Memorial Building, 53 West Church Street, 
Fairport. Summer garden tours. New members 
welcome. rochesterherbsociety.com. 

Rochester Permaculture Center meets monthly to 
discuss topics such as edible landscapes, gardening, 
farming, renewable energy, green building, rainwater 
harvesting, composting, local food, forest gardening, 
herbalism, green living, etc. Meeting location and 
details: meetup.com/rochesterpermaculture.

Seabreeze Bloomers Garden Club meets the fourth 
Wednesday of the month (except January) at 7pm, 
location varies depending on activity. Meetings may 
include a speaker, project or visit to local garden-
related site. Monthly newsletter. New members 
welcome. Meetings are currently cancelled; contact 
Bonnie Arnold with any questions. Bonnie Arnold, 
585-230-5356, bonniearnold@frontiernet.net. 

Stafford Garden Club meets the third Wednesday of 
the month (except December & January) at 7pm, 
Stafford Town Hall, 8903 Morganville Road (Route 
237), Stafford. Plant auction in May. All are welcome. 
585-343-4494.

Victor Garden Club meets the second Wednesday 
of the month (except January & February) at 
6:30/6:45pm. New members welcome. Meeting and 
location details: victorgardenclubny2.com, 585-330-
3240.

Williamson Garden Club. On-going community 
projects and free monthly lectures to educate 
the community about gardening. Open to all. 
315-524-4204, grow14589@gmail.com, grow-
thewilliamsongardenclub.blogspot.com.

ITHACA cont                   
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CLASSES / EVENTS
F Indicates activities especially appropriate for 

children and families.

S Indicates plant sales/swaps.

T Indicates garden tours.

O Online event.

S September 11, 25 and October 2, 9, 16: Community 
Garage Sales and Superfleas, 7am–1pm. Shoppers 
will discover bargains on a wide array of items—from 
tools to clothing; home décor to sporting goods; 
vintage collectibles to artwork—there’s something for 
everyone! For vendor application and event details 
visit Cityofrochester.gov/garagesales RPM

September 12: Foodlink’s Festival of Food, 6–9pm. 
Foodlink’s Festival of Food is one of the region’s 
largest and more diverse tasting event—more than 
100 local restaurants, wineries, breweries, bakeries, 

and specialty food purveyors at the Rochester Public 
Market. For details and tickets visit foodlinkny.org/
foodlinks-festival-of-food-returns-tickets-on-sale-now/ 
RPM

September 15: Invasive Plants in New York Gardens, 
6:30–7:30pm. What is an invasive plant? What are 
New York State’s regulations for invasives? What 
invasives am I likely to find as weeds in my garden 
and how can I control them? Learn the answer to 
these questions, discover what common garden and 
landscape plants are considered invasive, and get 
suggestions for native plants to replace them with. 
Register at website. Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
Monroe County, 2449 St. Paul Blvd., Rochester, NY 
14617. 585-753-2550; monroe.cce.cornell.edu. 

S September 16, 17, and 18: The Sad Little (and 
Big) Plant Sale. It’s almost time once again for the 
annual Sad Little (and Big) Plant Sale where they 
rummage through the nursery finding all manner 
of plants that would like to find a new home. Every 
day they pull items from all over the nursery, both 
big and small, and price them to sell. Great deals 
on plants that might need just a little loving care or 
are the last ones of that particular variety hanging 
out here at the nursery. Oriental Garden Supply, 
LLC, 448 W. Bloomfield Rd, Pittsford, NY 14534. 
Sale during normal business hours–see website 
orientalgardensupply.com.

S September 17–18: Rochester Dahlia Society Show 
and Sale, Saturday 1–5pm and Sunday 9–11am. The 
show and sale will be held at Bristol’s Garden Center, 
Route 96 in Victor. Dahlia arrangements for sale $7 
a piece. 

S September 17: Fall Garden Gala, 10am–1pm. 
Join the Genesee County Master Gardeners for 
their annual Fall Garden Gala. Plant sale featuring 

a selection of perennial plants and houseplants, 
Chance Auction and free soil pH testing. CCE/GC

September 17: Create a Natural Fall Wreath, 
10–11:30am. Come have some fun with Jeanine “J” 
Fyfe using local dried flowers and grasses to create 
one of a kind wreathes. $25/person BGC

September 18: Artist Row at the Public Market, 
10am–4pm. Friends of the Rochester Public Market 
present the annual juried art show, featuring dozens 
of renown, and up-and-coming artist at the Market, 
plus food trucks, live music, family activities, and 
more. Artist applications and event details available 
at artistrowrochester.com/application. RPM

September 23,24–25: Flowers and Foliage, 9am–3pm. 
The annual fall event at the nursery featuring 
beautiful native plants for sale so you can get a 
jumpstart on planting this fall to enjoy next year plus 
autumn decorations, seed collecting demonstrations, 
and guided tours of the property. The popular seed 
discovery game will be back this year and bring the 
kids to enjoy the leaf rubbing station. Knowledgeable 
staff will be on hand to answer questions and give 
consultations for your landscape. Amanda’s Garden, 
8030 Story Rd, Dansville, NY 14437. 585-750-6288; 
amandasnativeplants.com.

September 24: Leaf Sand Casting, 10–11:30am. Join 
“J” in making a sand casting from hosta or similar 
leaves to serve as a small bird bath or tray. Will need 
to return 2 days later after product dries. $25/person. 
Repeats October 15. BGC

F September 24: Fun on the Farm, 11am–4pm. 
An educational agricultural event for all ages. 
Agricultural products to sample. FaBa Farm/Knopf 
Family Farm, 2910 Cooley Rd, Canandaigua, NY, 
14424. Free event. See ontariocountyfunonthefarm.
com for details.

FREQUENT HOSTS                                           

BGC: Broccolo Garden Center, 2755 Penfield 
Road, Fairport 14450. 585-424-4476; 
broccolotreeandlawn.com.

CCE/GC: Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
Genesee County, 420 East Main Street, 
Batavia, NY 14020. 585-343-3040, ext. 132; 
genesee.cce.cornell.edu. 

RPM: Rochester Public Market, 280 North 
Union Street, Rochester, NY. 585-428-6907; 
cityofrochester.gov/flowercitydays. 

 

118 South Forest Road (between Main and Wehrle) Williamsville, NY 14221

Full-service Florist . Delivery Available
716.632.1290

www.mischlersflorist.com

Fall Patio Pots . Mums
Ornamental Kale & Peppers 

Winter Pansies

Fri., Sept. 16th & Sat., Sept. 17th  
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

118 S. Forest Rd., Williamsville NY 14221

   Build a Scarecrow

Like us on Facebook for more details

MAXSEA combines the best of nature 
and technology. We blend the finest 
natural seaweed with important 
secondaries, micronutrients and the 
purest plant foods available.

The resulting complexes are remark-
ably effective, easy-to-use concen-
trates that dissolve instantly and 
completely in water... for fast acting, 
immediate results. In solution, 

MAXSEA's natural brown granules 
turn dark seaweed green and have 
the fresh, clean aroma of the sea... a 
pleasure to use and completely safe 
for the environment.

Professional growers and home 
gardeners alike tell us our MAXSEA 
plant foods are the finest available 
anywhere. We're very proud of that.

Find a retail dealer location near you by visiting: www.maxsea-plant-food.com
Interested in becoming a dealer? Contact your Sales Rep:

Tom Suffoletto / Toms Greenworks 716-225-6891 / tom@tomsgreenworks.com

MAXSEA
Soluble Seaweed Plant Foods 

MAXSEA 

16-16-16

ALL PURPOSE

PLANT FOOD

MAXSEA 

3-20-20

BLOOM

PLANT FOOD

MAXSEA 

14-18-14

ACID

PLANT FOOD

 G O O D  F O R  Y O U R  P L A N T S  
A N D  K I N D  T O  T H E  E A R T H



Calendar

October 1: Learn How to Make Hypertufa, 10–
11:30am Make beautiful garden containers that 
will last for years with the wonderful Hyper Tufa 
technique. Each student creates their own pot to take 
home. $25/person BGC

October 1: Every Family Outside: Storytellers Circle 
and Hike at Bare Hill, 10am–12pm. Join the 
Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association at Bare 
Hill Unique Area for a traditional Storyteller’s Circle, 
delivered by interpreters from Ganondagan Seneca 
Art & Cultural Center. Attendees will hear about 
the legend of Bare Hill and other important aspects 
of Hodinohso:ni’ life. Bare Hill, 5950 Van Epps Rd, 
Rushville, NY 14544. Finger Lakes Land Trust, 202 
East Court St. Ithaca, NY 14850. 607-275-9487, fllt.
org.

October 1: 12th Annual Fall Garden Symposium, 
10am–3pm. “Sustainable Gardening: Grow a 
Greener, Low Maintenance Landscape with Less 
Resources” with Vincent Simeone. With detailed, 
strategic timelines for both short-term and long-
term gardening techniques, Sustainable Gardening 
lets you put your best foot forward in creating 
an efficient, sustainable home landscape. From 
composting and mulching to planting trees. Lunch 
provided. Pre-purchase tickets online through 9/27. 
$30/General, $25/Members. Sonnenberg Gardens 
& Mansion State Historic Park, 250 Gibson St, 
Canandaigua, NY 14424. 585-394-4922; sonnenberg.
org. 

F October 1–2: Hilton Apple Fest, 10am–5pm 
Saturday, until 4:30pm Sunday. This free festival 
is filled with seasonal apple delights, shopping, 
car show, and activities. See the website more 
on activities planned, location, and parking. 
hiltonapplefest.org

O October 6: Garden Talk: Harvest of Apples, 
12–12:45pm. This program will explain which apples 
to use for eating, dehydrating, freezing, baking or 
which make the best pies, as well as which are the 
best for long term storage plus learn how to prepare 
apple butter using your microwave or slow cooker. 
Bring your lunch to the Genesee CCE office. Register 
to attend in-person at 585-343-3040, x101 or register 
for your Zoom link at website. Free. CCE/GC

F October 22, Environmental Fair, 10am–2pm. 
Free event hosted by the Town of Canandaigua 
Environmental Conservation Board featuring the 
educational displays and all-ages activities of a 
variety nature and conservation related organizations. 
More info at townofcanandaigua.org or email kim@
upstategardenersjournal.com. Town of Canandaigua 
Highway Garage, 5440 RTE 5&20 West, Canandaigua, 
NY 14424. 

October 22: 3 Black Cats from Reclaimed Wood, 
10–11:30am Using reclaimed wood provided, paint 
3 black cat silhouettes. Apply googly eyes, washers, 
buttons, etc. for eyes. Add a finishing touch with 
twine or raffia for whiskers and you have a perfect 
grouping to display for Halloween. All materials 
provided but you can add your own. $25/person BGC

October 29: Cema-Terrarium, 10–11:30am Use 
materials provided to make a cute or spooky 
terrarium with a graveyard theme. It’s scary how easy 
it is! $25/person BGC

F October 30: Halloween at the Market, 4:30–7pm. 
On Halloween Eve, kids and families will get an extra 
opportunity to dress up, trick-or-treat, and enjoy tons 
of interactive activities and performances by over 
60 local community organizations! Vendor sheds at 
the market will be filled with non-profit agencies to 
trick-or-treat from, plus live performances, interactive 
activities, hay rides, arts and crafts, and much more! 
Non-profit organizations or businesses serving Kids 
and families are welcome to join in the fun. See 
cityofrochester.gov/markethalloween for details. RPM

O November 3: Garden Talk: Holiday Swags and 
Bows, 12–12:45pm. Learn how to make festive swags 
and bows for the upcoming holiday season. Bring 
your lunch to the Genesee CCE office. Register to 
attend in-person at 585-343-3040, x101 or register 
for your Zoom link at website. Free. CCE/GC

November 5: Pressed Fall Flowers, 10–11:30am Create 
an 8” X 10” glass framed piece of art with artsy and 
fun fall flowers. Learn how to layer natural dried 
cuttings to make a beautiful wall hanging. Bring any 
embellishments like script, verses, or other additions 
to make it unique and personal. $25/person BGC

November 12: Create a Grapevine Wreath, 10–
11:30am Come have some fun with Jeanine “J” Fyfe 
using local dried flowers and grasses to create one of 
a kind wreathes. $25/person BGC

 

SYRACUSE                       
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of Syracuse meets 

the second Thursday of the month, September–
December and March– May. Pitcher Hill Community 
Church, 605 Baily Rd., North Syracuse. 315-492-2562. 
jimviolets@verizon.net

Baldwinsville Women’s Garden Club meets the first 
Thursday of each month except January at St Marks’ 
Lutheran Church in Baldwinsville at 7pm. The club 
plants the village flower barrels, raises money for the 
village flower hanging baskets, maintains the Pointe 
Garden, donates Arbor Day trees to schools, and gets 
involved in village improvement projects. Perennial 
sale yearly on Memorial Saturday morning in the 
village. See more information at Facebook, Women’s 
Garden Club of Baldwinsville.

Bonsai Club of CNY (BCCNY) usually meets the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Pitcher Hill 
Community Church, 605 Bailey Road, North Syracuse. 
315-436-0135, lnewell1@gmail.com, cnybonsai.com.

Central New York Orchid Society meets the first Sunday 
of the month, September–May, St. Augustine’s 
Church, 7333 O’Brien Road, Baldwinsville. Dates may 
vary due to holidays. 315-633-2437, cnyos.org.

Fairmount Garden Club meets the third Thursday of 
the month (March–November) at 6:30pm, Camillus 
Senior Center, 25 First Street, Camillus. Speakers & 
community projects. September 15, 6pm, Pumpkin 
planter creations, Silver Springs, Farm Market, 4461 
W. Seneca Tpke, Syracuse, NY. All are welcome. 
tooley.susan@yahoo.com. 

Federated Garden Clubs NYS–District 6. 315-481-
4005, dist6fss@gmail.com. 

Gardening Friends Club meets the third Tuesday of 
the month, March–December, at 6:30pm, Wesleyan 
Church, 4591 US Route 11, Pulaski. 315-298-1276, 
Facebook: Gardening Friends of Pulaski, NY, 
VicLaDeeDa@frontiernet.net.

Gardeners in Thyme (a women’s herb club) meets the 
second Thursday of the month at 7pm, Beaver Lake 
Nature Center, Baldwinsville. 315-635-6481, hbaker@
twcny.rr.com.

Habitat Gardening in CNY (HGCNY) meets the last 
Sunday of most months at 2pm. Liverpool Public 
Library, 310 Tulip Street, Liverpool. HGCNY is 
a chapter of Wild Ones: Native Plants, Natural 
Landscapes; wildones.org. October 30: Dr. Tim 
McCay of Colgate University will summarize the 
biology of jumping worms, recent work on these 
species, and a look at the direction of current 
research. 1:30pm. Free and open to the public. 
hgcny.org and ourhabitatgarden.org. Subscribe to the 
free e-newsletter by emailing info@hgcny.org.

Home Garden Club of Syracuse usually meets the 
first Tuesday morning of the month. Members are 
active in educating the community about gardening, 
horticulture & floral design and involved with several 
civic projects in the Syracuse area. New members 
welcome. homegardenclubofsyracuse@gmail.com, 
homegardenclubofsyracuse.org.

Koi and Water Garden Society of Central New York 
usually meets the third Monday of each month at 
7pm. See website for meeting locations. 315-458-
3199, cnykoi.com. 

Men and Women’s Garden Club of Syracuse meets the 
third Thursday of the month at 7:30pm, Reformed 
Church of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse. 
Meetings feature guest speakers on a variety of 
gardening and related topics. Members maintain 
gardens at Rosemond Gifford Zoo & Ronald 
McDonald House. Annual spring & fall flower shows. 
315-699-7942, Facebook.

Southern Hills Garden Club meets the third Tuesday 
of each month, February through November at the 
LaFayette Community Center, 2508 RTE 11, LaFayette 
NY. Meetings begin at 7pm. Meetings that take place 
off site typically have an earlier start time. Guests 
are welcome and membership is open to anyone 
interested in gardening. For information regarding 
meetings or membership, please contact Cathy 
Nagel, 315-677-9342 or cen42085@aol.com. October 
18: “Fall Back to Spring Ahead with Ballantynes,” 
(Ballantyne Gardens), 7pm.

Syracuse Rose Society meets the second Thursday of 
the month (except December) at 7pm, Reformed 
Church of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue, Syracuse. 
Enter from Melrose Avenue. Club members maintain 
the E. M. Mills Memorial Rose Garden, Thornden 
Park, Syracuse. Public welcome. syracuserosesociety.
org. 

CLASSES / EVENTS
September 17: Planting Wildflowers in Your Home 

Garden, 10–11am. Everyone loves those big beautiful 
fields filled with wildflowers, but what types are best 
for a home garden? Some wildflowers are great 
choices; others can be very aggressive or even 
invasive, damaging the soil and contributing little 
in support of insects, birds, or wildlife. Learn how 
to incorporate wildflowers into your home garden 
that are not only beautiful, but can also help wildlife 
thrive. Pre-register at website. Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, Onondaga County, Suite 170, 100 South 
Salina Street, Syracuse. 315/424-9485; lml273@
cornell.edu; cceonondaga.org.

Deadline for Calendar Listings for the next issue 
(November-Decemember 2022) is, October 14, 2022. 

Please send your submissions to  
kim@upstategardenersjournal.com. 

ROCHESTER cont.            
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Humble goldenrod often gets a bad rap. Blamed 
by so many for allergy flare ups, it is often 
derided and dismissed. But goldenrod isn’t 

what is making you reach for the tissues. Goldenrod’s 
pollen is animal-pollinated, meaning that butterflies, 
bees, and birds carry its pollen from plant to plant. 
Those early fall allergies are often a result of ragweed, 
which blooms at the same time as goldenrod.

This is a great time of year to utilize all those lovely 
yellow blooms in a simple yet highly rewarding craft.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
1 tablespoon of pickling alum (available in the grocery 

store spice aisle)
Cotton fabric. Check out your local thrift store for nap-

kins, tea towels, etc. You’ll need just enough to fill a 
large soup or canning pot.

Large colander
Two large soup pots
Goldenrod blooms (again, enough to fill a large soup or 

canning pot), stems and leaves removed. Don’t worry 
about the small leaves .

DIRECTIONS:
1.  Place clean fabric in one of your pots and cover 

with water. Make sure you have enough room to 
stir. Add the alum and stir well. Simmer for about 
forty-five minutes uncovered, stirring now and 
then.

2.  While your fabric is simmering, add your 
goldenrod to the other pot and cover 
with water. Bring to a boil while pushing 
the flowers under with a wooden spoon. 
Gently boil for about forty-five minutes.

3.  Next, strain your flower water in a col-
ander placed over another large bowl or 
pot. Add the water back to the original 
pot and transfer the wet fabric right to the 
yellow water. Simmer the fabric, stirring now 
and then, for about an hour. Then let cool in the 
pot.

4.  Rinse the fabric under cool water until the rinse 
water is clear. Gently squeeze out the excess water 
and hang to dry. 

Christine Green is an avid gardener and managing  
editor of (585) magazine. 

Goldenrod dye

Crafty gardener

By Christine Green
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Healthy garden

Garlic and shallots are two of the 
easiest and most rewarding crops to 
grow, though they’re far from fool-

proof. We’ve grown garlic here in the Finger 
Lakes for more than three decades and here are 
the keys to success.

CHOOSING THE BEST GARLIC AND SHALLOTS  
TO PLANT

It’s vital to sow the healthiest “seed” stock bulbs you can 
source—culinary bulbs are often smaller and not assured 
to be disease- and nematode-free. Organic bulbs grow best 
in the widest diversity of conditions. If you’re saving your 
own,  sow only the largest bulbs—the ones you want to eat 
most.

Biggest mistake: Planting anything but the biggest 
and healthiest organic garlic and shallot bulbs you can find.

Why? There is a direct relationship between the size of 
bulbs and cloves you plant the size of the bulbs and cloves 
you’ll harvest. It’s not often true, but in the case of garlic 
and shallot seed stock, bigger truly is better, as long as 
they’re still healthy and especially if they’re organic.

Easy solution: Don’t skimp! Ask your local organic 
growers if they have any seed stock they’ll be willing to sell 
you. We grow tens of thousands of gorgeous organic seed-
stock bulbs of both garlic and shallots of many different 
varieties, all well-adapted to our short seasons. 

WHEN TO PLANT GARLIC AND SHALLOTS
Garlic is planted in fall, allowing the cold to divide each 

clove into the bulb-to-come. Sowing two-to-four weeks 
after fall frost is ideal. Here in western New York, we plant 
between late September and early November, though 
we’ve helped friends plant during a January thaw and their 
harvest was marvelous! Earlier plantings establish robust 
roots growing abundant bulbs the following summer. 
Leaves rising above mulch in fall will die back in winter, 
ready to emerge strong in early spring.

Biggest mistake: Planting too early without mulch 
Why? Garlic establishes its root system before sending 

up a green shoot. Planted too early, the green shoot can 
rise several inches, acting as a straw over the winter to 
draw water from the clove, potentially desiccating and 
killing the clove, especially if there is no mulch.

Easy solution: Plant between late September and early 
November with plenty of mulch.

PREPARING SOIL FOR GARLIC AND SHALLOTS
We till the soil for our garlic bed as close to planting 

as possible, which can be tricky in the cool, wet soils of 
autumn. Before we work the soil, we add compost as well 
as Fruition’s organic garlic and shallot fertilizer for full-
spectrum, slow-release nutrition for the soil as well as the 
crop. We have been perfecting our amendments for garlic 
and shallots over the years and we’re honored to share it 
with you! In 2022, over 95% of the more than 15,000 bulbs 
we grew were more than 2.5 inches in diameter.

Biggest mistake: Not enough fertility added or too 
much nitrogen added.

Why? Garlic is a ‘heavy feeder,’ so it will not grow large 
if nutrients are lacking. If its fertility is too nitrogen-rich, 
however, garlic will focus on vegetative growth, resulting 
in large leaves above small bulbs. Excess nitrogen also 
decreases storage life.

Easy solution: Add rich, well-balanced compost as you 
prepare your soil as well as organic, slow-release fertilizer 
for robust soil, plant health, and an abundant harvest.

HOW TO PLANT GARLIC AND SHALLOTS
First things first—break each bulb into individual cloves 

and plant each clove tip–up and root plate–down.
Common mistake: Planting cloves upside-down.
Why? Garlic will only grow roots and shoots from 

specific places in its clove. When planted upside down, 
the shoot will go down and force its way to the sky despite 
making way more work for your garlic to thrive. This also 
makes it more challenging to harvest, cure, and store your 
garlic. 

Easy solution: Plant tip up! For this and dozens of in-
depth video tutorials, enjoy Fruition’s free online course, 
“Growing Great Garlic Organically.”

OPTIMUM GARLIC AND SHALLOT SPACING
Garlic is ideally planted with six inches between cloves, 

both in and between rows. We give a little more space, 
sowing with eight-inch centers, because we want to limit 
competition between plants both above and below the 
ground. 

Common mistake: Planting too close.
Why? Too close, garlic plants will compete with each 

other to their detriment. Their roots compete for the same 
finite nutrients. Leaves overlap, competing for sunlight.

Story and photo by Petra Page-Mann

Six mistakes to avoid when 
planting garlic and shallots

ABOVE: Sow both 
garlic and shallots 
root down, tip up.
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Easy solution: Bring a yardstick or some other measurement 
tool to the garden, helping keep you on-point, not too close or 
too far.

HOW DEEP TO PLANT GARLIC AND SHALLOTS
Planting depth makes all the difference. At a minimum, sow 

each clove three inches deep and then be sure to spread six 
inches of mulch or more. If you’re not planning to mulch, sow at 
least five inches deep. Plant elephant garlic at least five inches 
deep and mulch it well, since it’s not as cold-tolerant as other 
garlic. 

Common mistake: Not planting deep enough.
Why? Planted in fall and not growing rapidly until spring, 

garlic experiences the most dramatic freeze-thaw frost heaving 
of the season, bringing each clove to the surface if they’re not 
deep enough. Garlic will tolerate impressively cold temperatures 
but quickly succumbs to desiccating winter winds at the soil’s 
surface.

Easy solution: Work soil well, so it’s easy to plant as deep as 
you need.

GARLIC AND SHALLOTS: TO MULCH OR NOT TO MULCH?
Until recently, we’ve always planted garlic and immediately 

spread six inches (often more!) of straw or shredded leaf mulch 
to cover. These last few years we’ve been experimenting with 
other techniques, which have a lot of merit. Our favorite 
mulches are straw, grass clippings, deciduous leaves sent 
through a chipper/shredder and, believe it or not, moldy hay. 

Common mistake: Not mulching.  If you don’t always weed 
thoroughly or on-time, or mulch too little when you do mulch, it 
will result in more work and more weeds. 

Why? Garlic is only an easy crop if you manage it perfectly. 
It can easily become weedy, whether you mulch or not. The 
trick with mulch: be sure you’re adding a lot, knowing it will 
decompose and condense, and be prepared to hand-weed a bit 
and add several inches more mulch once and often twice in 
spring. 

Easy solution: Spread six inches of mulch or more as soon as 
you sow, spreading more in spring as needed.

Planting garlic is one of the final moments in the garden we 
enjoy each season, a radical act of faith that even as one season 
ends, another begins. Garlic is a living link between seasons, 
between generations . . . as are you . . . and happy planting!

Raised in the Finger Lakes, Petra Page-Mann co-founded 
Fruition Seeds in 2012, sharing organic seeds, knowledge, 
and inspiration to surround us all with beauty and abundance 
for generations to come. Find seeds and resources at 7921 
Hickory Bottom Road in Naples and fruitionseeds.com.

• GIFT SHOP •

Visit the
Grillmasters

at 
MILEAGE MASTER CENTER
2488 Browncroft Blvd.

586-1870

HOURS:
Mon.Wed. Fri. 11–4pm; Tue.Thu. 9am–5pm; Sat.9am–4pm; or call

Bee in 
the Garden

We have a great selection of  wood chips & charcoal year ‘round

Genesis E 335
 Models now on Display

Need a new grill 
for the 

Thanksgiving turkey? 

Tailgating 
at home?

We sell and fill
propane tanks 
year ’round.

Unplug and unwind with  
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal.

In print since 1995.

CLASSIFIEDS
PURE, NATURAL, LOCAL HONEY. Award-winning small scale apiary 
by Lake Ontario. SeawayTrailHoney.com   585-820-6619 

PAPERBARK MAPLE. World’s most beautiful maple. Due to health, 
must sell specimen trees up to 9 feet. Fifteen varieties deer-proof 
ferns. Hardy mimosa, river birch, red buckeye and dawn-redwood 
trees, more. Wholesale prices. Call Howard Ecker 585-671-2397 for 
appointment. Grower since 1955 in Webster.

DAYLILIES. Daylilies are outstanding, carefree perennials. We grow 
and sell over 225 top-rated award-winning varieties in many colors 
and sizes in our Rochester garden. We are also an official national 
daylily society display garden. We welcome visitors to see the flowers 
in bloom from June to September. Call 585/461-3317. 



Little York Plantation
Route 261 Little York, NY

Over 30,000 Perennials, Trees, Shrubs, Annuals
Landscape Design/Build, Garden Center, Gifts, Antiques

A beautiful place with happy people and plants!

Looking for the unusual?
Have a question?

We are your destination.
Stroll our Gardens and  

Nursery and be inspired!
2250 Transit Rd., near Seneca St.  

West Seneca, NY 14224 • 716/677-0681

 Seneca Greenhouse
 “Something Good for You & Better for Your Garden.”

Invites gardeners and friends to our bountiful  
harvest of fall decorating needs including  
colorful mums, pumpkins and corn stalks

1147 Main St. Mumford, NY 14511 • zantopia.com 

Find us at Facebook and Instagram

Bring in this ad and receive 10% off your total.

Seeds to roots  
to strong shoots!

We grow fine 
perennials! 

birdsong landscape design
native plant design for the home garden

 
      noreen riordan                                                                                                     

   birdsonglandscapedesign.com         (585) 402-4061 

isa certified arborist ny-1164 a

   nysdec certified nursery and landscape professional 

birdsonglandscapedesign@gmail.com

9739 Ridge Rd W, Brockport, NY 14420
(585) 637-2600   •   info@kirbysfm.com

WE GROW IT ALL!
FALL ON THE FARM

Apples          Apples          Apples
Fresh picked or pick your own

Mums            Pumpkins            Gourds            Straw

Tomatoes by the pound or bushel
Round           Plum           San Marzanos

And lots more fall fruits and veggies!

OPEN 
thru

Dec. 24
Kirby’s Farm Market, a farming family since 1878.

Come see and taste the difference!

FOR PRODUCE UPDATES, CHECK 
OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.

We also take orders for your bushel needs (fresh picked with your name on it) when you want it.

Coldwater 
Pond 

nursery

Dwarf  
Conifers 

Flowering 
Shrubs

Unique 
Trees

Hours by Appointment
315-331-8068 • info@coldwaterpond.com

coldwaterpond.com
600 S. Marbletown Rd, Phelps, NY 14532

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

    Marcellus 
arcellus 

 Nursery

5062 Onondaga Rd. • Syracuse, NY • 315/488-2632

The prettiest garden display in the area • Landscaping design

A breathtaking selection of living plants, trees, shrubs & fl owers

Our Annual Fall Sale - ONE DAY ONLY!

Saturday, September 24, 2022  •  9am–5pm  

           
Save up to 40% off regular retail prices*

    MM Nursery     Nursery     NurseryM
 NurseryMM
 NurseryM
 Nursery     Nursery    

*Some exclusions may apply, does not apply to previous 
purchases. No additional coupons or discounts.

Eagle Bay GardensEagle Bay GardensVisit

See: 8 acres of gardens
Over 2000 hosta varieties 

Rare trees & shrubs • Unusual perennials

Restroom & picnic tables

*Hundreds of hosta and 
other plants for sale

Rt. 20, Sheridan, NY

Open most days 11AM–6 PM 
Sundays 2 PM–6 PM

716 792-7581 or 969-1688 

E-Mail: rblydell@gmail.com   Web: www.eaglebaygardens.net/index.html



October 1st & 2nd

480 Dodge Rd.
At exit 3 I-990
Getzville, NY 14068  
716.688.9125
arbordale.com

The King of Ponds

5282 Clinton Street Road, Batavia, NY 
585/343-0805

Open 7 days   10 am—6 pm      
– Market Cafe open daily –

Always the 
freshest produce

Corn, beans, Swiss chard, beets, 
melons, apples, & more. 

Mums, pumpkins, corn stalks, & fall décor.
Poinsettias at Christmas time. 
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-
EAT LOCAL

Rochester Dahlia Society 
FLOWER Show & Sale

  
 September 17 September 18
 1-5  9-11

Bristol’s Garden Center
7454 NY-96, Victor

4 fresh tomatoes
1/2 c. seasoned dressing mix, crushed into crumbs
4 T. melted butter
2 large cloves fresh garlic, minced
1/2 tsp basil
Salt and pepper to taste
Fresh parsley, minced

Cut tomatoes into halves. Moisten crumbs with 
mixture of butter, garlic, basil, and seasonings. Place 
crumb mixture on tomato halves and broil in preheated 
broiler 10 inches from heat source until browned and 
heated. Garnish with minced parsley and serve. 

From the garden

From The Complete Garlic Lovers’ Cookbook by Gilroy Garlic Festival

Garlic butter crumb tomatoes



Your favorite gardening magazine is online.

Check us out at UpstateGardenersJournal.com.

Voting is now open for the 12th Annual  
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal Winter Photo Contest!

Choose your favorite shots at  
facebook.com/gardenersjournal/photos (Select “Winter Photo Contest 2022” album) 

Winners to be announced in the Upstate Gardeners’ Journal November-December issue.

Voting ends on October 1, 2022. 



SAVE $20ON YOUR 
2nd BAG*

*When ordered together. 
Offer expires 10/31/2022

WIN A BAG FALL2022

SSASA
WI

Within BigYellowBag®

delivery zoneLAKESIDE SOD SUPPLY | 716-741-2880 | BigYellowBag.com | FREE DELIVERY

Visit BigYellowBag.com and ENTER THE CODE 
to ensure you receive your DISCOUNT at check-out, 

and/or WIN a BigYellowBag®

$

CONTACT YOUR
 SOD & SEED SPECIALISTS:

FALL IS A GREAT TIME TO SOD... OR SEED

We offer lawn consultations and recommendations.

Fr
om

Our Farm to Your Hom
e

6660 Goodrich Road, Clarence Center, NY 14032

lakesidesod.com • ordersodnow.com
turf@lakesidesod.com

716-741-2880

WE MAKE IT EASY TO LOVE  YOUR  YARD.




