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SARA’S GARDEN & Nursery
Seasonal Optimism
How big is yours this year? You indeed recognize the
feeling; no matter the outcomes of this past year’s
garden & planting, the arrival of each spring has the
absolute power to persuade you to spend and plant
with complete abandon. We’re guilty; how can we not
be after a year like 2020? We don’t want to be reckless,
and we want to help you do the same—plant with
thoughtfulness and reason. You will be much happier
come August.
In this season, we want all of your plant choices to be
good ones. Plant the things you love but that you can
grow! We aim to help you come to the place in your
landscape that creates the vision you want to see every
day. We want to help address and then assist with the
things that may be making your garden a chore as
opposed to what should be a joy; your level of garden
knowledge, plant knowledge, and the big one ... your
time for maintenance.
If your desire is for things that have requirements you
don’t possess naturally, then let’s learn to create the
environment instead of impulsively dropping it in on a
whim. Or why not invest in alternatives that will fill the
visual goal and the cultural one too. Time and money
are commodities we all should value because not many
of us have a lot of both to spare.
Visit the nursery this season and see what you can do! If
you want to be a little bit impulsive, I guess we can help
you with that too. ;)
Contact me, Kathy, for info on garden rental events,
and pretty much anything garden related:
kkepler@rochester.rr.com or (585) 637-4745

44 Year Mission!
It is our greatest desire to provide our customers with
top quality, well-grown plant material at a fair and
honest price. We will strive to provide an unmatched
selection of old favorites and underused, hard-to-ﬁnd
items, along with the newest varieties on the market.
We will eagerly share our horticultural knowledge
gained from years of education and experience. Lastly,
we offer all this in a spirit of fun and lightheartedness.

Sara’s Garden Center | 389 East Ave. | Brockport 14420 | 585-637-4745
sarasgardencenter.com | facebook.com/sarasgardencenter

LOCALLY GROWN FARM FRESH SOD

CONTACT YOUR SOD & SEED SPECIALISTS:
716-741-2880
800-562-2887

6660 Goodrich Road
Clarence Center, NY 14032

lakesidesod.com • ordersodnow.com • turf@lakesidesod.com

Exciting New Offerings for 2021!
lotus

We grow over 400 varieties of lotus and sell
220+ varieties

waterlilies

30+ varieties of hardy
waterlilies and 40
varieties of tropical
waterlilies, including
night blooming
waterlilies

koi

Standard and butterfly koi
from 3 inches to 16 inches
plus other pond fish

jingdezhen porcelain

40+ styles of pots from micro lotus pots
to pots on stands plus porcelain cups,
tea caddies, and other porcelain items

carnivorous plants

200+ Nepenthes or tropical pitcher plants
25+ selections of Venus fly traps
40 varieties of American Pitcher plants
plus sundews and butterworts

pond needs

Water pumps, filters,
supplies and underwater
lighting, fish nets, foods
and beneficial bacteria

LotusFest 2021
July 31 to August 1
See lotus display during
month of August

7443 Buffalo Rd.
Churchville NY
14428
585-293-2860

Bergen
Water Gardens
and Nursery

visit www.bergenwatergardens.com
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PALMITER’S
GARDEN NURSERY

Growing great gardens in the
Genesee Valley for over 40 years!
Peonies —Tree, Herbaceous and Intersectional

s

Hosta, Helleborus, Perennials

s

Cacti and Succulents
Specimen Jade Trees

s

Decorative Garden Pottery
including Burley, Made in USA

s

Tufa Rock, Dwarf Conifers, Unusual Trees

s

Huge variety of Heirloom Tomatoes,
and Sweet and Hot Peppers
SPRING HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10:00am-6:00pm Sunday 12:00pm-6:00pm
During this Covid-19 crisis, Palmiter’s takes the
health and safety of our customers and employees
seriously; we are currently following all NYS and
CDC recommendations and protocols to implement
new procedures. Because things change daily, we
recommend you check our social media accounts or
website or give us a call for updated information.
Shopping appointments for at risk customers
available outside of regular hours.

Phone: (585) 226-3073 s 2675 Geneseo Road, Rt. 39
Avon, New York 14414

palmitersgardennursery.com
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From the publisher
Dear friends,
As we were wrapping up this issue, Cathy wandered into
my office. “We should make this one the love issue, she
said, “because there sure is a lot of talk about love in it …”
She was joking, sort of, but why not? Natives, pests and
diseases, curb appeal … these are all good themes, but we
gardeners are a passionate bunch. We love our gardens, we
love plants, we love birds, bees, rain, and sunshine—just
about everything that goes along with digging in the dirt*.
Colleen O’Neill Nice is back for the first time in a few
years with a story about her love of zinnias. And Carol
Sitarski contributes “Eating your flowers and loving it,”
which contains perhaps my favorite sentence in this
issue (referring to apple blossoms): “Eat in moderation
as the flowers may contain cyanide precursors.” But the
grandest, most epic love story inside is that of Larry
Nau, his wife Lili Liu, and their internationally renown
collection of lotus—parts of which can be made into chips
and pizza, interestingly. Everyone loves chips and pizza.
As for me, I’m in love with my rockery. The whole
garden, really, but especially that. The wallflowers growing
up against it are not just blooming now (late April)—they
never stopped blooming at all through the winter, even
under a foot of snow now and again. There’s also a tiny
Cyclamen coum I planted almost exactly a year ago—in

bloom! The pinks are all
budded up, the lewisia is
ready to go, and there are
even squirrel-planted tulips
blossoming on the hillside
above. If the best fertilizer is
the gardeners’ shadow, this
year it should do quite well—I
can’t keep away.
As always, thank you for
reading—and lots of love!

*Yes, I know some readers don’t like the word “dirt.”
“Dirt is what I empty out of the vacuum cleaner, not
what’s in my garden—that’s soil,” they say. I say, before
you criticize someone for this vocabulary choice, look up
both words in the dictionary.
End rant!

Perennials • Roses • Groundcovers • Vines • Houseplants • Pottery
Fountains • Garden Art • Specialty Foods • Gift Baskets • Gift Cards
Annuals • Geraniums • Specialty & Combo Pots
Home Grown Fruits and Vegetables In Season

Look for the
Red Barn!

4415 Southwestern Blvd. Between South Park & McKinley
Hamburg, NY 14075 • www.zittels.com (716) 649-3010

From the garden

Eating your flowers and loving it
Story by Carol Sitarski; photos courtesy Pixabay

Ap

ple blossom

Bee balm

Begonia

T

he weather is finally warm and with that we are
seeing flowers start to bloom with all the pretty
colors that we love. But are the blooms all there
is to enjoy? Absolutely not! Some flowers are not only
beautiful, but tasty as well, with flavors that will delight
your palate. If you haven’t tried some or any, please do.
You can use them in recipes or as garnishes, but either way
I hope to entice you to try some.

But first some warnings:
- You should never use pesticides or other chemicals
on any part of any plant that produces blossoms you
plan to eat.
- Don’t harvest flowers growing by the roadside.
- Not every flower is edible, and you may even be
allergic to some, just like any food.
- Identify each flower exactly and eat only parts you
know to be edible.
- Use flowers sparingly in your recipes to avoid
digestive complications that can occur with
overconsumption.
There are many kinds of flowers and their parts that are
edible, but since I can’t list them all here, I’ll stick to some
of my favorites. I hope you’ll give them a chance. I have
personally made the most scrumptious jelly from flower
blossoms … mmm. You can find a more comprehensive list
at whatscookingamerica.net/EdibleFlowers.

Calendula

Dandelion

Apple blossom (Malus spp.)—Apple blossoms have
a delicate floral flavor and aroma. They are a nice
accompaniment to fruit dishes and can easily be candied
to use as a garnish. NB: Eat in moderation as the flowers
may contain cyanide precursors. The seeds of the apple
and its wild relations are poisonous.

Anise hyssop (Agastache foeniculum)—Both flowers
and leaves have a delicate anise or licorice flavor. Some
people say the flavor reminds them of root beer. The
blossoms make attractive plate garnishes and are often
used in Asian-style dishes. Excellent in salads.
Bee balm (Monarda didyma)—Bee balm is also called
wild bergamot, wild Oswego tea, horsemint, and monarda.
Wild bee balm tastes like oregano and mint, reminiscent
of citrus with soft mingling of lemon and orange. The red
flowers have a minty flavor. Any place you use oregano,
you can use bee balm blossoms. The leaves and flower
petals can also be used in both fruit and green salads. The
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leaves taste like the main ingredient in Earl Gray tea (the
rind of a citrus fruit called bergamot orange) and can be
used as a substitute.

Begonia – (Tuberous and waxed: Begonia X tuberosa)—
The leaves, flowers, and stems are edible. Begonia
blossoms have a citrus-sour taste. The petals are used in
salads and as a garnish. Stems can also be used in place of
rhubarb. The flowers and stems contain oxalic acid and
should not be consumed by individuals suffering from
gout, kidney stones, or rheumatism.
Calendula (Calendula officinalis)—Also called pot
marigold, it is a wonderful edible flower. Flavors range
from spicy to bitter, tangy to peppery, a sharp taste
resembling saffron (it’s known as poor man’s saffron).
They have pretty petals in golden-orange hues. Sprinkle
them on soups, pasta or rice dishes, herb butters, and
salads. Petals—and only the petals are edible—add a
yellow tint to soups, spreads, and scrambled eggs.
Carnation (Dianthus caryophyllus)—Carnations can
be steeped in wine or candied to use as cake decorations.
To use the surprisingly sweet petals in desserts, cut them
away from the bitter white base of the flower. These
members of the carnation family have a light, clove-like
or nutmeg scent. Petals add color to salads or aspics.
Carnation petals are one of the secret ingredients that
have been used to make Chartreuse, a French liqueur,
since the 17th century.
Dandelion (Taraxacum officinalis)—The flowers of
this daisy-family member are best picked young, when
they have a sweet, honey-like flavor; mature flowers are
bitter. Dandelion buds are tastier than the flowers. It is
best to pick these when they are very close to the ground,
tightly bunched in the center, and about the size of a
small gumball. They are good raw, steamed, or made into
wine or delicious jelly. Young leaves taste good steamed or
tossed in salads. When serving a rice dish use dandelion
petals like confetti over the rice.
Elderberry blossom (Sambucus spp.)—Elderberry
blossoms are a creamy color and have a sweet scent and
taste. Do not wash them after harvesting, as that removes
much of the fragrance and flavor. Instead check them
carefully for insects. The fruit is used to make wine, and
the flowers, leaves, fruit, bark and roots have all been used
in traditional folk medicine for centuries. NB: All parts of
the plant other than flowers and cooked berries are mildly
toxic! They contain a bitter alkaloid and glycoside that

rb
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may change into cyanide. The cooked ripe berries of the
edible elders are harmless. Eating uncooked berries may
cause nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. The blossoms make
wonderful fritters.

For those of you who don’t use the internet I have
added the basic recipe for making jelly, used with
permission from theherbalacademy.com/make-it-wildflowerjelly.

Impatiens (Impatiens wallerana)—These flowers have
a sweet flavor. They can be used as a garnish in salads or
floated in drinks.

Wildflower Jelly

Johnny-jump-ups (Viola tricolor)—Lovely yellow,
white, and purple blooms have a mild wintergreen flavor
and can be used in salads, to decorate cakes, or served
with soft cheese. They are also a great addition to drinks,
soups, desserts or salads.
Lilac (Syringa vulgaris)—The flavor of lilac varies from
plant to plant. The blossoms are very fragrant and slightly
bitter, with a distinct lemony taste and floral, pungent
overtones. They are great in salads and crystallized with
egg whites and sugar.
Peony (Paeonia lactiflora)—In China, the fallen petals
are parboiled and sweetened as a tea-time delicacy. Peony
water was used for drinking in the middle ages. Add peony
petals to your summer salad or try floating in punches and
lemonades.
Rose (Rosa rugosa or R. gallica officinalis)—The flavor
of roses depends on type, color, and soil conditions. Some
flavors are reminiscent of strawberries and green apples,
sweet, with subtle undertones ranging from fruit to mint
to spice. All roses are edible, with the flavor being more
pronounced in the darker varieties. Miniature varieties
can garnish ice cream and desserts, or larger petals can be
sprinkled on desserts or salads. Freeze them in ice cubes
and float them in punches. Petals can also be used in
syrups, jellies, perfumed butters and sweet spreads. NB:
Be sure to remove the bitter white portion of the petals.
Squash blossom (Curcubita pepo)—Squash and
pumpkin blossoms are edible and taste mildly of raw
squash. Prepare the blossoms by washing and trimming
the stems and remove the stamens. Squash blossoms are
usually taken off the male plants, which don’t produce
fruit.
Violet (Viola spp.) – Violets have a sweet, perfumed
flavor. Related flowers, Johnny jump-ups or violas,
and pansies, now come in colorful purples and yellows
to apricot and pastel hues. Eat the tender leaves and
flowers in salads. Use the flowers to beautifully embellish
desserts, in jelly and iced drinks. Freeze them in punches
to delight children and adults alike. The flowers make
pretty adornments for frosted cakes, sorbets, or any
other desserts, and they may be crystallized as well. The
heart-shaped leaves are edible, and tasty when cooked like
spinach.

Gather about two cups of edible flowers or herbs.
This part is where you get to let your creativity shine
– use whatever you want to use, and in whatever
combination you choose. A jelly made from rose petals,
citrus blossoms, and passionflowers is lovely. Hibiscus,
red clover, and bee balm would be delicious, too. The
choice is all yours! Bring your flowers and herbs inside
and give them a rinse and roughly chop them. You
should have at least a cup of roughly chopped flowers
and herbs when you are done, and no more than two.
Prepare your water bath canner and sanitize your jars
and lids. Put four cups of water in a pot and bring it to
a boil. Remove it from the heat and add your chopped
herbs or flowers. Give it all a stir, close the lid, and let
your tea steep for at least an hour.
Strain the liquid into a bowl. I suggest that you use
cheesecloth or a coffee filter while straining to ensure
that all the tiny bits are removed.
INGREDIENTS

2 ¾ cups of prepared herbal infusion
¼ cup of lemon juice (about one medium lemon)
3 ½ cups of sugar
1 packet of pectin
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DIRECTIONS

Pour the infusion into a medium-sized cooking pot
and turn it up to a medium-high heat. Add the lemon
juice and the pectin to the pot. Stir the mixture well.
Add the sugar and stir constantly until it returns to
a rolling boil. Let it boil for one minute and remove
it from the heat. Carefully pour or ladle the hot jelly
into the jars. Wipe the rims with a clean cloth and top
each one with a sterilized lid. Process your jars as you
wish. I prefer to use a hot water canning bath, using the
instructions in the pectin box. Let the jars rest for 24
hours before you pick them up or move them around.
After that, enjoy your flower jelly!
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Carol Sitarski is a Master Gardener volunteer with
Allegany County Cornell Cooperative Extension.
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E A S T M A N E N T E R TA I N S
AT T H E M OV I ES

ON VIEW JUNE 9–27
Creatively styled scenes, table settings,
and floral arrangements inspired by
popular motion pictures
Organized by the Landscape Committee. Supported by Daryl Dear Cubitt.

900 East Avenue, Rochester, NY
eastman.org

Father’s Little Dividend,
a 2019 tablescape

Annuals
Perennials
Trees & Shrubs
Herbs & Vegetables
Houseplants
Gift Shop
Rooted in WNY Since 1914
4484 Clark St · Hamburg, NY · 716.649.4684 · weknowplants.com
Photo courtesy of Proven Winners

— IT’S A GOOD THING YOU’VE FOUND US. —
WNY/Southern Tier… call Chuck 585.261.6370
East/Central NYS…

call Katie 585.356.0972

Spring is in the Ayr,
now open for the season.
Annuals, perennials, vegetable plants,
hanging baskets and more
In-store bakery and gifts

F lower City Days
at the Market

Celebrating 30+ years
of coloring your landscape
OPEN

Mon–Sat 9–6 • Sunday 9–5

Flower City Days
at the Market is Back!

Route 96 & Co. Rd. 28, Farmington

585-289-3720
Like us on

Visit us online at freshayronline.com

est.

1927
NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER

Buy direct from growers and get Rochester’s
largest and most impressive selection of flower
and vegetable plants, cut flowers and garden
decorations for your home and garden.

8 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Sundays, May 9, 16, 23, 30
and June 6
Memorial Day Weekend

Fri., May 28; Sun., May 30
and Mon., May 31
City of Rochester Public Market
280 N. Union St.
Face masks and social distancing required.

The Market is a great place to buy and sell!
Vendors welcome, call (585) 428-6907 to
inquire about vending stall rentals.

cityofrochester.gov/flowercitydays
HARDY TREES & SHRUBS • ANNUALS • PERENNIALS • FERTILIZER • SEED
BAGGED MULCH • BULK MULCH • STONE • LARGE SELECTION OF FINE POTTERY

Delivery & Planting Services Available
LOCATED NEAR ELLISON PARK • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

485 LAnDing RoAD noRth
482-5372 • www.clovernursery.com

Seasonal stakeout
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Story by Michelle Sutton; photos courtesy of Bergen Water Gardens and Nursery

H

alfway between the Villages of Bergen in Genesee
County and Churchville in Monroe County lies
Bergen Water Gardens and Nursery (hereafter,
“Bergen”), where spouses Larry Nau and Lili Liu are
growing the largest collection of lotus in the world outside
of China. Their property is sixteen acres—and currently
they are only using a fraction of that to grow their 400plus varieties of lotus. “Lili would like the entire sixteen
acres to be lotus,” Nau says, smiling. “We do have a lot of
energy, and the business has grown significantly in the last
five years, so maybe that will come to pass.”
The nursery has an extensive collection of carnivorous
plants as well—oh yes, and waterlilies and orchids and
dwarf conifers. Lotus and carnivorous plants are in the
biggest demand now at Bergen—more about those in a
minute. “Apart from not being able to travel to China as

we typically do, the past year has actually been good for
our business,” Nau says. “As people are spending more
time at home, they’ve been looking for new things to
grow.” Bergen has a beautiful user-friendly website, does
extensive mail order, and welcomes in-person visitors.

Larry Nau grew up in Spencerport and went to
Churchville-Chili High School, then attended the
University of Rochester in the late 1970s, where he
studied biology and anthropology and began collecting
orchids. While a student, he connected with a biology
professor who specialized in alga, which fed Nau’s thennascent interest in plants; and a medical anthropology
professor, who helped Nau get interested in world travel.
During his time in school, Nau joined Crossroads Africa, a

ABOVE: The
‘Magnificient’ lotus is
the first to bloom each
year at the nursery
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TOP LEFT: ‘Colorful Lantern in Quinhai’ is one
of Bergen’s bestselling
micro lotus
TOP RIGHT: Larry Nau
and Lili Liu shortly after
marrying, traveling in the
Gobi Desert of Northeastern China
BOTTOM LEFT: Aerial
view of Bergen Water
Gardens & Nursery,
taken by Larry Nau’s
drone
BOTTOM RIGHT: Jewels
of a pond: koi at Bergen
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Peace Corps–like program that actually predated the Peace
Corps, and was assigned to Liberia. “Our assignment was
supposed to be medical in nature,” he says, “but when we
got there, the most pressing need was for a construction
crew to rebuild the Hope School for the Deaf in Monrovia.”
While in Africa, Nau travelled to Sierra Leone and
to Ghana, and after graduation, he took a research
assignment in Malawi studying cichlids, tropical fish that
originate in the lakes of central Africa and are a food
source for the region. Nau had collected cichlids and other
tropical fish throughout his childhood and was a scuba
diver, so he was a good fit for the study. He logged 150
hours in Lake Malawi, studying the cichlids and trying not
to be trampled by hippos. “We divers hugged the bottom
of the lake so as not to get between mama and baby,” he
says. With this second sojourn in Africa, Nau was fully
hooked on international travel and over the years has
visited Thailand, Australia, Papua New Guinea, and China.
During college, Nau began his career at Pet World,
which had ten privately-owned stores in New York, from
Buffalo to Saratoga Springs. “In the late 1970s, ponds

became a thing,” Nau says. “My background with fish and
plants helped make me Pet World’s go-to person for all
things ponds, and I focused on providing the stores the
best selection of fish from around the world.” Nau spent
forty-one years with Pet World as its livestock buyer and
district manager, while simultaneously building up Bergen
Water Gardens and Nursery on the land he purchased with
his first wife, Sherry.

As Nau grew his business, he got increasingly involved
with the International Waterlily and Water Gardening
Society (IWGS) and served as its executive director from
2009 to 2011.
Nau also became president of the Northeast region of
the American Conifer Society (ACS) from 2012 to 2014.
Through these positions he made meaningful domestic
and international connections in the plant world. He
gained experience with organizing symposia in Thailand
and China for botanical garden directors, horticulturists,
and other serious waterlily and lotus collectors and

aficionados. These friendships and contacts continue to
enrich his life.
Then came the carnivorous plants, starting with
trumpet pitcher plants (Sarracenia spp.) for floating
islands in ponds or elements of bog gardens. “I had maybe
20 different varieties of Sarracenia for a long time, but
eventually I got more interested in tropical pitchers plants
(Nepenthes spp.)—carnivorous plants from Asia,” Nau
says. “I imported them, learned to grow them, and now
we have one of the better collections in the U.S. Later this
year we plan to build our sixth greenhouse, just for the
Nepenthes.” Bergen also sells sundews (Drosera spp.), and
butterworts (Pinguicula spp.); many of their carnivorous
plants can be grown as houseplants on a window sill.
Bergen grows more than 25 varieties of Venus fly traps
(Dionaea muscipula), highlighting distinctive growth types,
colors, and teeth characteristics.
In 2016, Nau’s personal life and business thrived when
he and Lili Liu married. Liu had been an accountant in
China; when she came to Bergen, she joined the business
seamlessly, bringing to it her business skills, love of

people, an energy level to match her husband’s, and the
ability to speak Mandarin, Cantonese, and Chaozhou.
“I handle most of the purchasing and wholesale side
of things, while Lili handles most of the social media,
marketing, and retail interactions,” Nau says. “She also
corresponds with hybridizers aroundChina on WeChat
and other platforms.” Typically, Nau and Liu travel to
China several times a year to survey plant varieties, meet
growers, and make purchasing arrangements. He and Liu
sell all over the U.S. and to customers in Italy, Germany,
India, Denmark, and Russia, among other countries.

“About three years ago we imported the first micro
lotus, and now that’s the most searched for plant on our
website,” Nau says. Micro lotus are compact—just six to
eight inches tall—and you can grow one in a six-inch pot
on a balcony if you live in an apartment. You can move
a micro lotus inside for a few days at a time when it’s
blooming, then get it back out into the light, then bring
it back in. “We have about 50 cultivars of micro lotus and

TOP LEFT: ‘Jade in Jinling’ lotus
TOP RIGHT: The coveted
“Black Red” lotus introduced at Bergen in late
2020 can be seen and
recognized by lotus-savvy
visitors from more than
100 feet away
BOTTOM LEFT: The
‘Chinese Red Beijing’
lotus begins blooming in
early June and flowers for
about 70 days
BOTTOM RIGHT: Bergen was given exclusive
marketing rights to this
variegated-leaf lotus,
‘Gold Splash Hibiscus’
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TOP LEFT: ‘Red Dragon’
Venus fly trap

TOP RIGHT: Nepenthes
veitchii ‘Candy Stripe’

BOTTOM LEFT: The
carnivorous Nepenthes
robcantleyi shows interesting color variation

BOTTOM RIGHT: Cape
sundew (Drosera capensis) is an easy-to-grow
carnivorous plant

INSET: Closeup of Venus
fly trap in action

OPPOSITE TOP:
Larry Nau in Jingdezhen,
China, outside the
pottery studio that supplies much of Bergen’s
offerings

OPPOSITE BOTTOM:
Lili Liu at Lotus Mountain
in Guangzhou, China.
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plan to expand our exhibit to over 100 pots this year,” Nau
says.
One particularly exciting member of the
Bergen horticultural collection is the
trade’s first variegated-leaf lotus—
Nelumbo ‘Gold Splash Hibiscus’. It
was found in China in 2016 by a
propagator-colleague as a mutation
within a group of stock pink lotus,
and Bergen was given exclusive
marketing rights to the cultivar.
According to Nau, the variegation
on propagules from the mother plant
(the plant is propagated by tuberous
division) has remained stable. The ‘Gold
Splash Hibiscus’ lotus has a double pink flower,
five inches in diameter. The flower’s shape and appearance

is reminiscent of that of hibiscus, and the plant reaches
19 to 24 inches high, with leaves that are 10 inches in
diameter.
The “Black Red” lotus is a new introduction
for 2021 from China. “We are the first
to offer it to the international water
gardening community, and it has
created much excitement,” says Nau.
“In general, Chinese visitors remark
about how good our red-flowering
lotus look—something about our soil,
perhaps, or the fertilizer we’re using, is
yielding a deep color.”

Michelle Sutton is a horticulturist, writer, and editor.

MORE BERGEN AND LOTUS HIGHLIGHTS:

• The growing operation and the displays at Bergen are ambitious. In
addition to five (soon to be six) greenhouses, Bergen has 65 five-byfive-foot mini-ponds for lotus and three natural growing areas that are
25 by 100 hundred feet each. Bergen sits at about the same latitude as
the places in China where lotus grows naturally; blooming begins in late
June and early July. The red cultivar ‘Magnificent’ is always the first
to bloom for Bergen, and lotus generally bloom to the middle to end of
September.

• After the Lunar New Year (February 12 in 2021), Nau, Liu, and a helper
begin harvesting lotus tubers from plants produced in pots, cleaning
and sterilizing them, and shipping them out. So, February and March
can actually be the busiest time of the year for Bergen, which also
imports more than 6,000 tubers annually from China.

• In 2021, the annual Bergen Water Gardens and Nursery LotusFest will
be the weekend of July 31–August 1. It’s Bergen’s celebration of the
beauty of lotus, with thousands of lotus flowers on display and, most
years, lotus chips and lotus pizza available for tasting.

• “Lotus Paradise at Bergen Water Gardens & Nursery” refers to the first
International Waterlily and Water Garden Certified Nelumbo Collection
of Excellence, made up of 80 of the 400-plus varieties at Bergen.

• Nau served as the task force chairperson for the creation of the Thai
International Waterlily Collection at King Rama IX Public Park in
Bangkok, Thailand, unveiled during the IWGS symposium in July,
2007. More than 18 renowned hybridizers and growers contributed
more than 110 historically significant varieties of hardy and tropical
waterlilies to the collection, which was presented as a gift to mark both
King Bhumipol Adulyadej’s 80th anniversary and the 20th anniversary
of the park. You can read more about this remarkable endeavor at
iwgs.org.

• A future avenue for the business may come from the edible nature
of most lotus seeds, stems, leaves, flowers, and tubers. Nau explains
that lotus—especially the tuber—is a staple food throughout China,
Southeast Asia, and India. “Lotus tubers look like sausages linked
together, with unique air passages on the inside,” he says. “Once
harvested, washed, and peeled, the lotus tuber may be sliced, boiled,
or stir-fried. The tuber has a mild flavor with a crisp texture. Lotus
are cooked with other vegetables, pickled in vinegar, or candied as a
dessert.” He envisions a growing demand for edible lotus, but also has
been contacted by New York City–based businesses who want to come
to Bergen to do photo shoots for face creams and other lotus-based
products. (As Nau explains, it’s cheaper for crews from NYC to come to
Churchville, New York, than to fly to China.)

• There are silky strands in lotus stems that can be used to make textiles.
• The lotus plant has significant religious and cultural meaning for many
of the world’s peoples.

Find Bergen Water Gardens and Nursery at bergenwatergardens.com.
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Top Quality Plants

Grown in Our Greenhouses!

Vance Curves Welding
If you can think it we can make it.

CUSTOM METAL FABRICATION SERVICES

Custom Planted Containers
Giant Selection of Hanging Baskets
NEW and Hard-to-Find
Annuals & Perennials
Due to the current health crisis, please visit
our website for our retail business status.

www.mischlersflorist.com
Full-service Florist . Delivery Available
716.632.1290
118 South Forest Road (between Main and Wehrle)
Williamsville, NY 14221

Weckesser Brick Co., Inc.
Since 1934
450 Trabold Road
Rochester, NY 14624
585-247-1100

SUPPLYING
HOMEOWNERS & CONTRACTORS
FOR OVER 85 YEARS

Veneer Brick
Cultured Stone
Natural Stone
Brick Pavers
Hardscape Products
Fireplaces—Firepits

WE MAKE YOUR IDEAS STAND OUT.
vcwelding.net
vancecurvesart@gmail.com
585-530-7890

GBN_GAS_UGJad_3.625x4.875 #4 #3.qxp_GBN_GAS_UGJad_3.625x4.875 4/

Mail: 1104 Auburn Rd., Groton, NY 13073
(Rte. 34 in N. Lansing between Ithaca & Auburn)

607-533-4653
info@bakersacres.net
www.bakersacres.net

Nursery Open:
Monday–Friday: 8am–5pm
Saturday & Sunday: 9am–5pm

The Buﬀalo-Style
Garden Art Sale!

Saturday & Sunday,
June 26 & 37, 10am-4pm

Buffalo Botanical Gardens
2655 South Park Ave, Buffalo
There is something for every garden
and gardener! 45+ vendors, food
trucks, and a basket raffle make
shopping fun! View the vendor list at

GardenArtSale.com

Just 2 1/2 Miles East of Rte 400

11753 East Main St.
East Aurora, NY
(716) 652-8969

Where the Unusual
and Hard-to-find
is Every Day
Best selection of
landscape art

Native plants and
specimen trees

Dwarf conifers

Exotic rockery

Fruits and edibles

Welch’s Greenhouses

1271 Webster Rd. • Webster, NY 14580 • 872-2668

Annuals & Perennials
Hanging Baskets
Herbs & Vegetable Plants
Pots & Planters
Large assortment of pottery
in many colors and sizes

2.00 OFF

$

Any Hanging Basket

from Welch’s Greenhouses

Many varieties, colors and sizes!
Must present coupon. Expires 6/15/21

Landscape design
and build services...

Bulk mulch (Black or Brown) & screened top soil:

Let us help you
plan your dream.

Delivery Available!

Check us out on Facebook.

39 yd.

$

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Mon.–Fri. 9am–6pm, Sat. & Sun. 9am–5pm

Calendar
Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we
strongly recommend you confirm
with the host whether an event is
still taking place as listed.

SPONSORED EVENT
ROCHESTER
May 8: Webster Arboretum 21st Annual Plant
Sale, 8am-12pm. Perennials from standard to
uncommon, annuals, dwarf conifers, geraniums,
various garden club offerings and more. 1700
Schlegel Rd Webster, NY 14580. Masks are
requested.

BUFFALO
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of WNY meets
the third Tuesday of the month, March—December,
at 7pm, Greenfield Health & Rehab Facility, 5949
Broadway, Lancaster. judyoneil1945@gmail.com.
Alden Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month (except July & August) at 7pm, Alden
Community Center, West Main Street, Alden. New
members and guests welcome. Plant sale each May.
716/937-7924.
Amana Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month (except January) at Ebenezer United Church
of Christ, 630 Main Street, West Seneca. Visitors
welcome. 716/844-8543; singtoo@aol.com.
Amherst Garden Club meets the fourth Wednesday of
the month (except December, March, July & August)
at 10am, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Main Street,
Williamsville. New members and guests welcome.
716/836-5397.
Bowmansville Garden Club meets the first Monday of
the month (except June, July, August & December)
at 7pm, Bowmansville Fire Hall, 36 Main Street,
Bowmansville. New members and guests welcome.
For more information 716/361-8325.
Buffalo Area Daylily Society. East Aurora Senior Center,
101 King Street, East Aurora. Friendly group who get
together to enjoy daylilies. Plant Sales, May & August.
Open Gardens, June–August. Facebook.
Buffalo Bonsai Society meets the second Saturday of
the month, 1pm, ECC North Campus, STEM Building,
Room 102. buffalobonsaisociety.com.
Federated Garden Clubs NYS – District 8. Nancy Kalieta,
Director, nancyk212@aol.com. gardenclubsofwny.com.
Forest Stream Garden Club meets the third Thursday
of the month (September-May) at 7pm, Presbyterian
Village, 214 Village Park Drive, Williamsville and other
locations. Summer garden teas & tours. Ongoing
projects include beautification of the Williamsville
Meeting House, garden therapy at a local nursing
home, youth gardening & Victorian Christmas
decorating. eileen.s@markzon.com
Friends of Kenan Herb Club meets the fourth Monday
of the month at 6pm (January–March), 5:30pm (April–
November), Kenan Center for the Arts, 433 Locust
Street, Lockport. Meeting dates, times and campus
locations: kenancenter.org/affiliates.asp; 716/4332617.

Hamburg Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month at 10am, VFW Post 1419, 2985 Lakeview Rd,
Hamburg, NY. May plant sale. Summer garden tours.
Guests are welcome. Contact lonabutler4@gmail.com.
Kenmore Garden Club meets the second Tuesday of the
month (except July, August & December) at 10:00am,
Kenmore United Methodist Church, 32 Landers Road,
Kenmore. Activities include guest speakers, floral
designs and community service. New members and
guests welcome. songnbird@aol.com.
Ken-Sheriton Garden Club meets the second Tuesday of
the month (except January) at 7pm, St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, 576 Delaware Road, Kenmore. Monthly
programs, artistic design and horticulture displays.
New members and guests welcome. 716/833-8799;
dstierheim@gmail.com.
Lancaster Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of
the month (except January, July & August) at 7pm, St.
John Lutheran Church, 55 Pleasant Avenue, Lancaster.
All are welcome. Meetings are currently on hold.
716/685-4881.

Western New York Rose Society meets the third
Wednesday of each month at 7pm, St. StephensBethlehem United Church of Christ, 750 Wehrle Drive,
Williamsville. Currently holding meetings virtually, see
website for details. wnyrosesociety.net.
Youngstown Garden Club meets the second Wednesday
of every month at 7pm, First Presbyterian Church, 100
Church Street, Youngstown.

FREQUENT HOST
BECBG: Buffalo & Erie County Botanical
Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo, NY
14218. 716/827-1584; buffalogardens.com.

Lewiston Garden Club meets the fourth Monday of
the month. See website for meeting information,
lewistongardenfest.com/garden-club.html or contact
at PO Box 32, Lewiston, NY 14092.

CLASSES / EVENTS

Niagara Frontier Koi and Pond Club meets the second
Friday of the month at 7pm, Zion United Church, 15
Koening Circle, Tonawanda.

S- Indicates plant sales.

Niagara Frontier Orchid Society (NFOS) meets the first
Tuesday following the first Sunday (dates sometimes
vary due to holidays, etc.), September–June,
Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue, Buffalo.
niagarafrontierorchids.org.

F, Ongoing- March 6-June 27: Feed the Fish, Select days,
9:30am. Enjoy early access to the Botanical Gardens
with a special experience. Each participant receives, a
potted plant, a cup of koi fish food, an exclusive button
and time to help feed the koi fish. Regular admission
for the day is included. This special encounter is limited
to 15 people. Pre-purchased tickets required. General
tickets $18.50/person, Ages 3-12 & Members $14.50/
person, Kids 2 and under free but must have a ticket.
BECBG

Orchard Park Garden Club meets the first Thursday of
the month at 12pm, Orchard Park Presbyterian Church,
4369 South Buffalo Street, Orchard Park. Contact:
Sandra Patrick, 716/662-2608.
Ransomville Garden Club meets the third Wednesday
or Saturday of the month at 5:45pm, Ransomville
Community Library, 3733 Ransomville Road,
Ransomville. Meetings are open to all. Community
gardening projects, educational presentations, June
plant sale. bbonnie2313@gmail.com.
Silver Creek-Hanover Garden Club meets the second
Saturday of the month at 11am, Silver Creek Senior
Center, 1823 Lake Road (Rte. 5), Silver Creek. edlorrie@
yahoo.com; Facebook.
South Towns Gardeners meets the second Friday of the
month (except January) at 9:30am, West Seneca Senior
Center. New members welcome.
Town and Country Garden Club of LeRoy meets the
second Wednesday of the month (except February)
at 6:30pm, First Presbyterian Church, 7 Clay Street,
LeRoy. New members and guests are welcome.
585/768-2712; ritawallace005@gmail.com; Facebook.
Western New York Herb Study Group meets the second
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Buffalo and Erie
County Botanical Gardens, 2655 South Park Avenue,
Buffalo.
Western New York Honey Producers, Inc. Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Erie County, 21 South Grove
Street, East Aurora. wnyhpa.org.
Western New York Hosta Society. East Aurora Senior
Center, 101 King Street, East Aurora. Meetings with
speakers, newsletter, sales. Hosta teas first Saturday
of July, August, September. h8staman@aol.com;
wnyhosta.com.

Garden Club of the Tonawanda meets the third Thursday
of the month at 7pm, Tonawanda City Hall, Community
Room.

Western New York Hosta Society Breakfast Meetings,
a friendly get-together, first Saturday (winter months
only) at 10am, Forestview Restaurant, Depew.
wnyhosta.com.

Garden Friends of Clarence meets the second
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, September–June,
Town Park Clubhouse, 10405 Main Street, Clarence.
gardenfriendsofclarence@hotmail.com.

Western NY Iris Society usually meets1-4pm the first
Sunday of the month at the Julia Boyer Reinstein
Public Library, 1030 Losson Road, South Cheektowaga,
NY 14227. Guests are welcome. Programs include
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information about acquiring and growing irises
(bearded & non-bearded) and complementary
perennials; our annual judged iris show, & a summer
iris sale. During months when irises are blooming, we
have garden visitations. All events are temporarily on
hold. Marilee Farry, 716/668-1789; faremare@aol.com.

F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
T- Indicates garden tours.

May 27: Virtual Art Workshop Series: Sunny
Sunflowers, 6:30-8:30pm. Ages 16+, $25/general,
$22.50/members. Zoom/Online. BECBG
May 15-May 29: Horticulture VI Series, Saturdays 11am1pm. Participants can either take the full series or sign
up for an individual class that they are interested in.
The following topics will be covered in this series: On
5/15, Edible Plants and Composting; on 5/22, Tough
Plants for Tough Sites; and on 5/29, World Tour of
Garden Design. Individual classes are $25/general
and $22.50/members. A full five class series is $125/
general or $112.50/members. Zoom/Online. BECBG
S- May 15: Spring Garden Gala, 10am-1-pm. Join the GC
Master Gardeners for their Spring Garden Gala. Plant
sale featuring indoor and outdoor plants (most grown
by MGs), Chance Basket Auction, & used garden book
sale. You may drop off soil samples for free pH testing.
No early birds please. Social distancing will be in effect.
Please wear a mask. Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Genesee County, 420 East Main Street, Batavia, NY
14020. 585/343-3040; genesee.cce.cornell.edu.
May 20: Terrarium Workshop, 6:30-7:30pm. Bring a bit of
the Botanical Gardens indoors with this fun a popular
class! Discover how low maintenance closed tropical
terrariums are while creating a truly special piece.
Containers, soil, plants and supplies are included. Fast,
easy and safe pickup for materials will occur from 4:30
to 5:30pm the day before class. Zoom/Online. $35/
General, $31.50/Members. BECBG
S- May 22: Samuel P. Capen Spring Plant and Seed
Exchange, 10am-2pm. Free event held at the University
Presbyterian Church, 3330 Main St. at Niagara Falls
Blvd. Buffalo, NY 14214. Perennial flowers and
vegetable plants and seeds packaged by Artseeds,
and garden related sale. Donations of used pots, art
objects and other garden related paraphernalia gladly
accepted to benefit the Brooks Garden Grant.
S- May 28-29: Master Gardener Plant Sale 2021,
8:30am-3pm Saturday and until 2pm on Sunday. Great

plants, great prices. Perennials for sun and shade,
native plants, succulents, hypertufa Pots, vegetables,
herbs, shrubs, and garden art. Expert inspected
plants to prevent spread of invasive species. Bring
your soil sample for pH testing for $2/sample or $5/3
samples. Will be held at the First Presbyterian Church,
1 Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201. For more
information contact Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Erie County, 716/652-5400, x176.
S- June 5: Friends of Kenan Herb Club’s Annual Plant
Sale, 10am-3pm. The sale will be located in the herb
garden of the Kenan Center located at 433 Locust St.,
Lockport, NY 14094 rain or shine. Covid-19 rules will
be implemented – Masks, 6’ Social Distancing and the
proper number of people (currently 25) under the tent
at any one time.
June 5-6 Buffalo Bonsai Society’s Bonsai Show, 10am4pm. The Buffalo Bonsai Society will have a show at
the Buffalo & Erie County Botanic Gardens (BECBG).
Bonsai trees will be on display with vendors in the back
of the admin building.
F- June 12: Garden in a Jar, 1-1:30pm. Create your own
tropical oasis with this all-ages workshop. Join one of
our educators as you learn how terrariums work, how
to create an enclosed ecosystem, and how to care
for your tropical plant. This fun workshop includes all
materials needed to build a tropical terrarium. Limited
to 10 people per class and tickets must be purchased
for all persons ahead of time online. Regular admission
for the day is included. General tickets $18.50/person,
Ages 3-12 & Members $14.50/person, Kids 2 and
under are free. BECBG
S- June 12: Hamburg Garden Club’s Perennial Plant
and Garden Treasures Sale, 7:30am-1:00pm. It will
be located at the Hamburg Moose Lodge, 45 Church
St., Hamburg, NY along with the local Farmer’s Market.
Club Members will provide plants from their gardens
and proceeds will go to World Gardening and several
other civic groups. Come and meet us.
S- June 12: Ransomville Garden Club’s Annual Plant
Sale, 9am-2:30pm. The outdoor sale will be held at
Ransomville Library, 3733 Ransomville, NY, 14131.
June 19-20: Lewiston GardenFest, 10am-5pm. Enjoy
vendors, gardens, and gain information to improve
your garden sanctuary on Center Street in Lewiston,
NY 14092. See website for additional details at
lewistongardenfest.com.

T- July 25-25: Garden Walk Buffalo, 10am-4pm.
America’s largest garden tour is back after a COVID
year off! The self-guided tour is absolutely free—no
tickets required. Just pick up a map at select sponsor
locations.
gardensbuffaloniagara.com/garden-walkbuffalo
September 11: Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip. Join UGJ
staff as we travel by motor coach to tour the Ithaca
region. Highlights include a visit to Cornell Botanic
Gardens; shopping at a variety of nurseries including
Bakers’ Acres and Cayuga Landscape and more.
Lunch included. $85. Registration required. Please call
to reserve your seat: 716/432-8688; 585-591-2860.
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal, 1501 East Avenue, Ste
201, Rochester, NY 14610. upstategardenersjournal.
com.

ITHACA
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
Adirondack Chapter, North American Rock Garden
Society (ACNARGS) meets the third Saturday of the
month (except in summer) at 1pm, Whetzel Room,
404 Plant Science Building, Cornell University, Ithaca.
Meetings are open to all. 607/269-7070; acnargs.org;
Facebook.com/acnargs.
Auraca Herbarists, an herb study group, usually meets
the second Tuesday of the month at noon, Cornell
Botanic Gardens, Ithaca. Brownbag lunch at noon
followed by the program and herb of the month. Field
trips during the growing season. All are welcome.
Contact: Pat Curran, pc21@cornell.edu.
Elmira Garden Club meets the first Thursday of the month,
April–December, at 6pm, 426 Fulton Street, Elmira.
Annual plant sale, workshops, monthly meetings,
local garden tours and community gardening services.
Karen Coletta, 607/731-8320; Facebook.
Finger Lakes Native Plant Society meets the third
Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Unitarian Church
annex, corner of Buffalo & Aurora, Ithaca. Enter side
door on Buffalo Street & up the stairs. 607/257-4853.
Windsor NY Garden Group meets the second and fourth
Tuesdays of the month at 10am, members’ homes or
Windsor Community House, 107 Main Street, Windsor.
windsorgardengroup.suerambo.com.

June 26: Gardeners Day with Bill Hendricks, 1-4pm.
Join them for their Second Annual Gardeners Day
with Bill Hendricks talking about Trees and Bees. $30/
members, $35/general. See website to register. Draves
Arboretum, 1815 Sharrick Road, Darien, NY 14040.
585/547-3341; dravesarboretum.org.

CLASSES / EVENTS

June 26-27: Buffalo Style Garden Art Sale, 10am-5pm
Sat & 10am-4pm Sun. Garden and nature themed
artwork suitable for display indoors or in the garden
including sculpture, planters, metalwork, paintings,
architectural remnants and more. No plants. BECBG

T- Indicates garden tours.

SAVE THE DATE…
T- July 9-11: Lockport in Bloom, Free City-wide walking/
driving tour of gardens and public parks throughout the
City of Lockport, NY. facebook.com/LockportInBloom
T- July 10-11: Hamburg Garden Walk, 10am–4pm.
Hamburg Village Garden Walk is a free event held
every year and run by community volunteers. We
feature gardens within village boundaries and provide
a free walking guide. hamburggardenwalk.com
T- July 16-17: Ken-Ton Garden Tour: Night Lights, 8:30–
11pm. See the gardens illuminated Friday & Saturday
night! Self-guided tour in the Village of Kenmore and
Town of Tonawanda. FREE. For more information see
kentongardentour.com.
T- July 17-18: Ken-Ton Garden Tour: Day Tour, 10am–
4pm. Self-guided tour in the Village of Kenmore and
Town of Tonawanda. FREE. For more information see
kentongardentour.com.

F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
S- May 14 & May 21: Spring Garden Fair & Plant Sale,
2–7pm, Steamboat Landing, 545 3rd Street, Ithaca,
NY 14850. This year, because of COVID restrictions,
we once again will hold the Plant Sale at the Ithaca
Farmers’ Market Pavilion with check-in entry to ensure
the pavilion does not get overly-crowded. There are no
tickets this year, our new Friday hours set aside times for
seniors and those who are immuno-compromised, and
ensure that everyone will get a full weekend of planting
time after purchasing your plants. Cornell Cooperative
Extension, Tompkins County, 615 Willow Avenue,
Ithaca, NY 14850. 607/272-2292; ccetompkins.org

ROCHESTER
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
7th District Federated Garden Clubs New York
State, Inc. meets the first Wednesday of the month.
7thdistrictfgcnys.org.
African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Rochester
meets the first Wednesday of the month (except in
summer), 7–9pm, Messiah Church, 4301 Mount Read

Blvd., Rochester. All are welcome. Meetings are on
hold until further notice. Stacey Davis, 585/426-5665;
stacey.davis@rit.edu; avgsr.org.
Big Springs Garden Club of Caledonia-Mumford meets
the second Monday evening of the month, September–
November, January–May. New members and guests
welcome. 585/314-6292; mdolan3@rochester.rr.com;
Facebook.
Bloomfield Garden Club meets the third Thursday of the
month at 11:45am, Veterans Park, 6910 Routes 5 & 20,
Bloomfield. Visitors and prospective new members
welcome. Marlene Moran, 585/924-8035. Facebook.
Bonsai Society of Upstate New York meets the fourth
Tuesday of the month at the Brighton Town Park
Lodge, Buckland Park, 1341 Westfall Road, Rochester.
585/334-2595; Facebook; bonsaisocietyofupstateny.
org.
Conesus Lake Garden Club meets the third Wednesday
of the month (April–December) at 7pm, Watershed
Education Center, Vitale Park, Lakeville. Welcoming
new members. Contact Rosemary Fisher, 716/9838630.
Country Gardeners of Webster meets the second
Monday of the month (except February, July & August)
at 7pm, various locations. All aspects of gardening
covered, outside speakers, projects, visits to local
gardens, community gardening involvement. Includes
coffee and social time. Guests welcome. 585/2654762.
Creative Gardeners of Penfield meets the second
Monday of the month (except July & August) at
9:15am, Penfield United Methodist Church, 1795 Baird
Road, Penfield. Visitors welcome. Call 585/385-2065 or
email 09green17@gmail.com if interested in attending
a meeting.
Fairport Garden Club Member club of Federated Garden
Clubs of NY State. Meets 3rd Thursday evening of the
month (except January & August), members’ homes.
Educational topics through speakers, workshops or
local tours. Accepting new members. fairportgc@
gmail.com; fairportgardenclub.com.
Garden Club of Brockport meets the second Wednesday
of every month at 7pm, Jubilee Church, 3565 Lake
Road, Brockport. Speakers, hands-on sessions.
Georgie: 585/964-7754; georgietoates@yahoo.com.
Garden Club of Mendon meets the third Tuesday of the
month, 10am–1pm, Mendon Community Center, 167
North Main Street, Honeoye Falls. Work on community
gardens and gather new ideas in a casual, social
environment. 585/624-8182; joanheaney70@gmail.
com.
Garden Path of Penfield meets the third Wednesday
of the month, September–May at 7pm, Penfield
Community Center, 1985 Baird Road, Penfield.
Members enjoy all aspects of gardening; new members
welcome. gardenpathofpenfield@gmail.com.
Gates Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the
month (except July & August) at 6:30pm, Gates Town
Annex, 1605 Buffalo Road, Rochester. New members
and guests welcome. 585/429-5996; may@gmail.com.
Genesee Region Orchid Society (GROS) meets the
first Monday following the first Sunday of the month
(September–May). Due to Covid, all meetings are
virtual, see website for information. GROS is an affiliate
of the American Orchid Society (AOS) and Orchid
Digest Corporation. Facebook.com/geneseeorchid;
geneseeorchid.org.
Genesee Valley Hosta Society meets the second
Thursday of the month, April–October, at Eli
Fagan American Legion Post, 260 Middle Road,
Henrietta. 585/889-7678; sebuckner@frontiernet.net;
geneseevalleyhosta.com.
Greater Rochester Iris Society (GRIS) meets Sundays
at 2pm, dates vary, St. John’s Episcopal Church Hall,
11 Episcopal Avenue, Honeoye Falls. Public welcome.
585/266-0302; thehutchings@mac.com.
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ROCHESTER cont.
Greater Rochester Perennial Society (GRPS) meets the
first Thursday of each month at 7pm, Twelve Corners
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 1200 South
Winton Road, Rochester, except in summer when it
tours members’ gardens. Lectures & garden tours on
pause; see website or Facebook for updates. cap704@
frontiernet.net; Facebook; rochesterperennial.com.
Greater Rochester Rose Society meets the first Tuesday
of the month at 7pm, First Unitarian Church, 220 Winton
Road South, Room 110, Rochester. July meeting is a
garden tour. 585/694-8430; rochrosesociety@gmail.
com; Facebook.
Henrietta Garden Club meets the second Wednesday
of the month (except May–August & December)
at 6:30pm, Department of Public Works Building,
405 Calkins Road, Henrietta. Guests welcome. No
meetings September 2020–April 2021; club status
will be updated as the global community situation
changes.
Handicap
accessible.
585/889-1547;
henriettagardenclub.org.
Holley Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the
month at 7pm, Holley Presbyterian Church. 585/6386973.
Hubbard Springs Garden Club of Chili meets the third
Monday of the month at 7pm, Chili Senior Center,
3235 Chili Avenue, Rochester. dtoogood@rochester.
rr.com.
Ikebana International Rochester Chapter 53 meets
the third Thursday of each month (except December
and February) at 10am, First Baptist Church, Hubbell
Hall, 175 Allens Creek Road, Rochester. 585/3016727; 585/402-1772; rochesterikebana@gmail.com;
ikebanarochester.org.
Kendall Garden Club meets the first Wednesday of the
month at 7pm, Kendall Town Hall. 585/ 370-8964.
Klemwood Garden Club of Webster meets the 2nd
Monday of the month at 7pm (except January &
February) in members’ homes or local libraries.
Accepting new members. 585/671-1961.
Lakeview Garden Club (Greece) meets the second
Wednesday of the month (except January & February)
at 7pm, meeting location varies depending on activity.
Meetings may include a speaker, project or visits
to local garden-related sites. New members always
welcome. Joanne Ristuccia; rista1234@gmail.com.
Newark Garden Club meets the first Friday of the month
at 1pm, Park Presbyterian Church, Newark. Guests are
welcome.
Pittsford Garden Club meets the third Tuesday of the
month (except January & February) at 10:30am,
Spiegel Community Center, 35 Lincoln Avenue,
Pittsford. Guest speakers and off-site tours. New
members welcome. kwhultz@gmail.com.
Rochester Dahlia Society meets the second Saturday of
the month (except August & September) at 12:30pm,
Trinity Reformed Church, 909 Landing Road North,
Rochester. Visitors welcome. Meetings currently
on hold. See website for up-to-date information
concerning meetings & shows. 585/865-2291;
Facebook; rochesterdahlias.org.
Rochester Herb Society meets the first Tuesday of
each month (excluding January, February & July) at
12pm, Potter Memorial Building, 53 West Church
Street, Fairport. Summer garden tours. New members
welcome. rochesterherbsociety.com.
Rochester Permaculture Center meets monthly to
discuss topics such as edible landscapes, gardening,
farming, renewable energy, green building, rainwater
harvesting, composting, local food, forest gardening,
herbalism, green living, etc. Meeting location and
details: meetup.com/rochesterpermaculture.
Seabreeze Bloomers Garden Club meets the fourth
Wednesday of the month (except January) at 7pm,
location varies depending on activity. Meetings may
include a speaker, project or visit to local garden22 | MAY-JUNE 2021

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we strongly recommend you confirm
with the host whether an event is still taking place as listed.
related site. Monthly newsletter. New members
welcome. Meetings are currently cancelled; contact
Bonnie Arnold with any questions. Bonnie Arnold,
585/230-5356; bonniearnold@frontiernet.net.
Stafford Garden Club meets the third Wednesday of
the month (except December & January) at 7pm,
Stafford Town Hall, 8903 Morganville Road (Route
237), Stafford. Plant auction in May. All are welcome.
585/343-4494.
Victor Garden Club meets the second Wednesday of the
month (except January & February) at 6:30/6:45pm.
New members welcome. Meeting and location details:
victorgardenclubny2.com; 585/330-3240.
Williamson Garden Club. On-going community projects;
free monthly lectures to educate the community about
gardening. Open to all. 315/524-4204; grow14589@
gmail.com; grow-thewilliamsongardenclub.blogspot.
com.

S,T- May 8-9: Spring Wildflower Celebration, 10am–
4pm, Rain or Shine. This is the annual spring event
to enjoy spring wildflowers. Event includes beautiful
native plants for sale, demonstrations, and guided
tours of the property so you can see native plants
in both a garden setting and in the wild. Bring the
kids to enjoy coloring pages and hands-on planting
stations. Scavenger hunt to save you money and
knowledgeable staff on-hand to answer questions
and give consultations of your landscape. Please
preregister on their website. Amanda’s Garden, 8030
Story Rd., Dansville, NY 14437. 585/750-6288; ellen@
amandasnativeplants.com; amandasnativeplants.com.
S- May 14: Bloomfield Garden Club Annual Plant Sale,
11am-4pm. Bloomfield Garden Club will hold its
47th annual plant sale! Annuals, perennials, hanging
baskets and a Garden Shed sale. Contact 585/9248035 or see Facebook for details.

FREQUENT HOST

S- May 15: Spring Garden Gala, 10am-1pm. Join the
Genesee County Master Gardeners for their Spring
Garden Gala. Plant sale featuring indoor and outdoor
plants (most grown by MGs), Chance Basket Auction, &
used garden book sale. You may drop off soil samples
for free pH testing. Plant sale starts promptly at 10:00
am. No early birds please. Social distancing will be in
effect. Please wear a mask. Contact information will
also be collected. CCE/GC

CCE/GC: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
Genesee County, 420 East Main Street,
Batavia, NY 14020. 585/343-3040; genesee.
cce.cornell.edu.

May 20: Hell-Strip Plantings, 12-1pm. The hell-strip, that
area between the street and sidewalk, is a challenge to
many gardeners. Learn how to transform yours into a
welcoming garden. Free. Register for your Zoom link at
genesee.cce.cornell.edu/events. CCE/GC

CLASSES / EVENTS
F- Indicates activities especially appropriate for
children and families.
S- Indicates plant sales.
T- Indicates garden tours.

Ongoing- April 9-July 15: Greater Rochester Iris
Society’s Virtual Iris Show. Take pictures of your
iris in the garden and win great prizes! Contact
thehutchings@mac.com or Cara at 585/266-0302 for
more information.
S- April 10-May 9: Master Gardener Lilac Sale. The
Master Gardeners of Monroe County are here for your
lilac needs. We are excited to announce an online only
Lilac Sale this year! This will be instead of our usual sale
at the Lilac Festival. These lilacs are meant for planting
in the ground and make a great gift! See website for
more details. Cornell Cooperative Extension, Monroe
County, 2449 St. Paul Blvd., Rochester, NY 14617.
585/753-2550; monroe.cce.cornell.edu.
S- April 16-May 31: Native Plant Sale Online. Kick off
your garden while supporting a great cause. For many
years, Genesee Land Trust has worked with Amands’s
Garden to bring you native plants for sale. We’re
partnering with the garden center again for your native
plant needs. Details at: geneseelandtrust.org/mastercalendar/2021/5native-plant-sale.
T- May 8-May 23: Linwood Tree Peony Festival. RVSPs
required (in advance). Masks and social distancing
required. Stroll the grounds among the collection of
Japanese and American tree peonies at this private
garden located in the Genesee Valley. $10/adult
donation. Linwood Gardens, 1912 York Road, Linwood,
NY 14486. 585/584-3913; Facebook; linwoodgardens.
org.
S, Ongoing- May 9, 16, 23, 28, 30, 31, and June 6:
Flower City Days at The Market, 8am–2pm. At these
legendary sales, you’ll find dozens of horticultural
vendors selling annuals, perennials, hanging baskets,
succulents, cacti, fresh cut flowers, garden accessories,
and much more. These sales are a paradise for novice
and experienced gardeners who want to cultivate
gorgeous ornamental and/or veggie gardens, or just
decorate for spring! Rochester Public Market, 280
North Union Street, Rochester, NY. 585/428-6907;
cityofrochester.gov/flowercitydays.
S- May 8: Webster Arboretum 21st Annual Plant Sale,
8am-12pm. Perennials from standard to uncommon,
annuals, dwarf conifers, geraniums, various garden
club offerings and more. 1700 Schlegel Rd Webster,
NY 14580. Masks are requested.

S, T-May 20-June15: Styers Peonies Tour & Sale, 3212
Sutton Rd, Geneva, NY 14456. 610/616-3839.
S- May 22: Henrietta Garden Club Plant Sale, 9am-4pm
or until sold out. Rain/shine and masks required. Tinker
Nature Center, 1525 Calkins Road. No early birds
please. Cash/credit (no Am Ex).
June 3: Garden Talk “Playing in the Dirt - Risks and
Benefits,” 12-1pm. Gardening offers many health
and life benefits to the gardener, but it also has its
risks. Join us for a discussion on how to get the most
from your gardening experience, while minimizing the
risks. Free. Register for your Zoom link at genesee.cce.
cornell.edu/events. CCE/GC
S- June 4-5: Creative Gardeners of Penfield’s Annual
Plant Sale, 9am-4pm Saturday, 9 am-12pm Sunday.
Held at 107 Huntington Meadows, Rochester 14625.
Plants and other gardening items will be for sale.
June 14: Garden Talk Native Plants for Butterflies,
12-1pm. We will discuss the components of a butterfly
garden focusing on aspects that support a butterfly’s
life cycle including nectar sources, host plant species,
and shelter. We will highlight several butterfly species
endemic to western New York and the native plants
that support their life cycle. Free. Register for your
Zoom link at genesee.cce.cornell.edu/events. CCE/GC
T- July 3, 22, 28: Daylily Open House, 2-6pm on July
3 and 4-7pm on July 22 & 28. Cobbs Hill Daylily
Garden (a National Daylily Display Garden), Charlie
and Judy Zettek, 1 Hillside Avenue, Rochester 14610.
You may view the garden from the road or you may
walk through the garden based on current Covid
guidelines. Please call 585/461-3317 ahead of time if
you have any questions.

SAVE THE DATE…
September 11: Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip. Join UGJ
staff as we travel by motor coach to tour the Ithaca
region. Highlights include a visit to Cornell Botanic
Gardens; shopping at a variety of nurseries including
Bakers’ Acres and Cayuga Landscape and more.
Lunch included. $85. Registration required. Please call
to reserve your seat: 716/432-8688; 585-591-2860.
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal, 1501 East Avenue, Ste
201, Rochester, NY 14610. upstategardenersjournal.
com.

SYRACUSE
REGULAR CLUB MEETINGS
African Violet & Gesneriad Society of
Syracuse meets the second Thursday
of the month, September–May, Pitcher
Hill Community Church, 605 Bailey
Road, North Syracuse. 315/492-2562;
kgarb@twcny.rr.com;
avsofsyracuse.
org.
Baldwinsville Women’s Garden Club
meets the first Thursday of each month
except January at St Marks’ Lutheran
Church in Baldwinsville at 7pm. The
club plants the village flower barrels,
raises money for the village flower
hanging baskets, maintains the Pointe
Garden, donates Arbor Day trees to
schools, and gets involved in village
improvement projects. Perennial sale
yearly on Memorial Saturday morning
in the village. See more information on
our Facebook, Women’s Garden Club
of Baldwinsville.
Bonsai Club of CNY (BCCNY) usually
meets the second Wednesday of the
month at 7pm, Pitcher Hill Community
Church, 605 Bailey Road, North
Syracuse. 315/436-0135; lnewell1@
gmail.com; cnybonsai.com.
Central New York Orchid Society
meets the first Sunday of the month,
September–May,
St.
Augustine’s
Church,
7333
O’Brien
Road,
Baldwinsville. Dates may vary due to
holidays. 315/633-2437; cnyos.org.
Fairmount Garden Club meets the
third Thursday of the month (March–
November) at 6:30pm, Camillus Senior
Center, 25 First Street, Camillus.
Speakers & community projects. All are
welcome. tooley.susan@yahoo.com.
Federated Garden Clubs NYS – District
6. 315/481-4005; dist6fss@gmail.com.
Gardening Friends Club meets the
third Tuesday of the month, March–
December, at 6:30pm, Wesleyan
Church, 4591 US Route 11, Pulaski.
315/298-1276; Facebook: Gardening
Friends of Pulaski, NY; VicLaDeeDa@
frontiernet.net.
Gardeners of Syracuse meets the third
Thursday of each month at 7:30pm,
Reformed Church of Syracuse, 1228
Teall Avenue, Syracuse. Enter from
Melrose Avenue. 315/464-0051.
Gardeners in Thyme (a women’s herb
club) meets the second Thursday of
the month at 7pm, Beaver Lake Nature
Center, Baldwinsville. 315/635-6481;
hbaker@twcny.rr.com.
Habitat Gardening in CNY (HGCNY)
meets the last Sunday of most months
at 2pm. Liverpool Public Library, 310
Tulip Street, Liverpool. HGCNY is a
chapter of Wild Ones: Native Plants,
Natural Landscapes; wildones.org.
Free and open to the public. 315/4875742; info@hgcny.org; hgcny.org.
Home Garden Club of Syracuse usually
meets the first Tuesday morning
of the month. Members are active
in educating the community about
gardening,
horticulture
&
floral
design and involved with several
civic projects in the Syracuse
area.
New
members
welcome.
homegardenclubofsyracuse@gmail.
com; homegardenclubofsyracuse.org.

Koi and Water Garden Society of
Central New York usually meets the
third Monday of each month at 7pm.
See website for meeting locations.
315/458-3199; cnykoi.com.
Men and Women’s Garden Club of
Syracuse meets the third Thursday
of the month at 7:30pm, Reformed
Church of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue,
Syracuse. Meetings feature guest
speakers on a variety of gardening
and related topics. Members maintain
gardens at Rosemond Gifford Zoo
& Ronald McDonald House. Annual
spring & fall flower shows. 315/6997942; Facebook.
Southern Hills Garden Club meets
the third Tuesday of each month,
February through November, at the
LaFayette Community Center, 2508
US Route 11, Lafayette NY 13084.
Some meetings are off site. Guests
are welcome, and membership is open
to anyone interested in gardening.
For information regarding meetings,
or membership, please contact
Cathy Nagel 315/677-9342 or Email
CEN42085@aol.com. May 18, “Shade
Gardening Challenges and Rewards”
with Doreen Todorov 7:00 pm at
LaFayette Community Center, US
Route 11, LaFayette, NY. June 15, Tour
of Dickman Farms Greenhouse and
Garden Center 13 Archie Street Auburn
NY. Time to be determined: please
contact Cathy Nagel for information.
All programs are subject to COVID 19
and may be cancelled at any time.

AND BEYOND
CLASSES / EVENTS
June 7: Identifying & Reporting
Spotted Lanternfly & Tree-of-Heaven
with
iMapInvasives,
1-2:30pm.
iMapInvasives and the NYS Department
of Ag. and Markets are co-hosting a
webinar on how you can help protect
NYS agriculture and forests by looking
for Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) and its
preferred host, Tree-of-heaven (TOH).
The webinar will include the biology
and identification of SLF and TOH
as well as how to use iMapInvasives

to record your surveys. Agencies
and conservation partners across the
state are working to protect our state
resources from these invasives, and we
are requesting help from volunteers
to complement these efforts. At 7pm,
there will be a follow-up Q&A panel
event where volunteers can get their
questions answered by experts. Sign
up for a grid square to survey in your
area and register for the webinar at
www.nyimapinvasies.org/slf
Deadline for Calendar Listings for the next
issue (May-June, 2021) is Friday, April 7,
2021. Please send your submissions to
kim@upstategardenersjournal.com.

Lessons from Nature & Amanda’s Garden present:

Annual Native Plant
and Perennial sale
170 Pine St.,
E. Aurora, NY 14052

Come shop the largest selection of native
perennials in the state

SATURDAY • MAY 22 • 9 am - 2 pm
Check out our websites:
• lessonsfromnature.biz

Syracuse Rose Society meets the
second Thursday of the month (except
December) at 7pm, Reformed Church
of Syracuse, 1228 Teall Avenue,
Syracuse. Enter from Melrose Avenue.
Club members maintain the E. M. Mills
Memorial Rose Garden, Thornden
Park, Syracuse. Public welcome.
syracuserosesociety.org.

CLASSES / EVENTS
S- Indicates plant sales.
S- April 12-May 3: Native Plant Sale at
Baltimore Woods. Shop the online
native plant sale to find beautiful plants
that can provide habitat for birds, bees,
and butterflies in your garden! Select
from a wide variety of perennials,
shrubs, trees, ephemerals, tomatoes,
vermicompost and even bluebird
houses to invite feathered friends to
share your garden havens. Baltimore
Woods Nature Center, 4007 Bishop Hill
Road, Marcellus, NY 13108. 315/6731350; Facebook; baltimorewoods.org.

SAVE THE DATE…
September 11: Odyssey to Ithaca
Day Trip. Join UGJ staff as we travel by
motor coach to tour the Ithaca region.
Highlights include a visit to Cornell
Botanic Gardens; shopping at a variety
of nurseries including Bakers’ Acres
and Cayuga Landscape and more.
Lunch included. $85. Registration
required. Please call to reserve your
seat: 716/432-8688; 585-591-2860.
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal, 1501 East
Avenue, Ste 201, Rochester, NY 14610.
upstategardenersjournal.com.

Lan’s Flower Farm
lansflowerfarm.com

Perennials | Hydrangeas | Roses | Shrubs
Hours: Daily 7am-7pm • April - November

CNY Largest Grower of Perennials
Wholesale & Retail
Offering over 700 varieties of
containerized plants
View our Catalog online
4913 State Route 31 • Clay, New York 13041.8708
P 315.688.8584 • Email: lff@lansflowerfarm.com

Natural selections

Love at
first sight
Story by Colleen O’Neill Nice

I
TOP LEFT TO RIGHT:
Available in unique color
combinations, Zinderella
‘Peach’ is a scabiosaflowered (pincushion)
zinnia.
The flowers of the
Benary’s Giant Dahlia
zinnias grow up to 6
inches across.
The double flowers
of Queen ‘Red Lime’
include shades of rose,
pink and soft chartreuse.

was inspired to write this article after touring gardens
in the Pacific Northwest just before travel restrictions
were put in place. As I was roaming through “The
Farm” of horticulturalist Thomas Hobbs in Langley, British
Columbia, I discovered an unusual flower. It was scattered
throughout a large, fenced-in area dedicated to vegetables,
dahlias and daylilies. The flower form was unique, with
hand-painted petals in transitionary shades similar to a
watercolor painting. It was love at first sight. The plant
was zinnia ‘Zinderella Peach’!
I have always had an affection for zinnias. They are the
quintessential summer flowering annual. Their vivid colors
glow in my summer garden plus they are heat and drought
resistant – not to mention low maintenance. Zinnias are
the perfect choice for the novice gardener because they are
one of the easiest plants to cultivate. They are adaptable
and fast growing, nearly effortless for children to learn
to nurture. I grow the large flowering varieties of zinnias
to attract honeybees, butterflies and hummingbirds with
their nectar. Their long lasting, bright blooms beautify my
indoor spaces, where I can appreciate their many shapes
and sizes. I use the dazzling-colored petals to brighten
salads, summer drinks and desserts. If you love gardening,
you will no doubt, love zinnias!

LANDSCAPE ZINNIAS

Let’s begin with two cultivars of landscape zinnias
commonly used in flower borders, beds and containers.
Both varieties create an abundance of color and
continuously bloom throughout the growing season. The
flower structure itself consists of three styles: singleblooms which display a single row of petals with the center
of each flower exposed; double-blooms which feature
several rows of petals with the center hidden in the petals;
and semi-double blooms with an exposed and visible
center surrounded by several rows of petals.
The Profusion series, an interspecific hybrid, became
an instant hit in the gardening world, and was one of the
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first zinnias to resist powdery mildew. The plants form
compact, vigorous mounds that grow 12 to 18 inches
tall and spread to 24 inches wide. The two-inch flowers
bloom lavishly over a long season from early summer to
frost. They tolerate heat, humidity and drought. Singlebloom colors include red, white, apricot, coral pink, deep
apricot, lemon, fire and cherry bicolor. The double-bloom
palette features white, cherry, deep salmon, fire and
golden yellow. Profusion zinnias love full sun and prefer a
well draining, humus-rich, evenly moist soil. Proper plant
spacing is critical so avoid overcrowding to prevent poor
air circulation. Fortunately, deadheading is not necessary
since the new leaves and buds cover the old flowers
naturally.
The Zahara series of Zinnia marylandica grow a bit larger
than the Profusion series, usually 16 to 20 inches tall. The
vibrant blooms are slightly bigger at two-and-a-half inches
and continuously blanket the spreading drifts throughout
the season. The Zaharas are tough plants and thrive in
hot, sunny, dry areas. They are highly resistant to mildew
and leaf spot. Single-bloom colors include raspberry, white,
pink, yellow, red, and starlight rose (bright rose on white).
Double-blooms feature several bi-colors—raspberry ripple
(pink with raspberry stripes), sunburst (golden yellow with
red stripe) and fire (scarlet-orange) which can be mixed
with white, orange, yellow, salmon and cherry. The Zahara
zinnias make excellent cut flowers, holding their striking
colors as they age.
Profusion and Zahara zinnias are available through local
greenhouses and garden centers including Bakers’ Acres in
Groton, Kate’s Country Cousins in Lancaster, and Weeks’
Nursery and Greenhouses in Clarence. Green Acre Farm
& Nursery in Greece offers a three-color mix of Profusion
zinnias in six-inch containers and six packs of Profusion
and Zahara zinnias. Palmiter’s Nursery grows both
Profusion and Zahara zinnias in jumbo six packs. Seeds are
available at Harris Seed, Park Seed, and Swallowtail Garden
Seeds.

SCABIOSA-FLOWERED ZINNIAS

The Zinderella series of Z. elegans exploded onto
the horticulture scene when ‘Zinderella Peach’ won
Europe’s Fleuroselect Novelty Award for its unique
color and very unusual flower form. It is the first
scabiosa-flowered (pincushion) zinnia offered in
unique color combinations. Abundant blooms thrive
on healthy plants that grow 24 to 36 inches tall.
Impressive two-and-a-half-inch crested, delicate
flowers are brilliant in bouquets and arrangements.
The frilly double blooms of ‘Zinderella Lilac’
combine soft lavender and blush—with a striking
dark center. ‘Zinderella Purple’ has tightly clustered
short petals over a skirt of layered, longer, daisy-like
petals. It is a very distinct, luscious shade of fuchsialilac. ‘Zinderella Peach’ boasts large, crested pompom
blooms of bright peach with a delicate cream ring
around the central eye. Charming ‘Zinderella Orange’
offers a delicate cream halo and bright tangerine
pompoms with hints of deep gold. Creamy white
blooms of double, semi-double and single flowers
adorn ‘Zinderella White’. For an added punch of
color, the fiery-crimson ‘Zinderella Red’ includes
both single and large-domed doubles.
Keep your Zinderellas happy and robust by
growing them in full sun. Pinch back the seedlings
when they are six to eight inches tall to encourage
bushiness. Try to thin out plants early, leaving one to
one-and-a-half feet between seedlings to discourage
disease and increase air circulation. Zinderellas
need to be deadhead for continuous blooms. The
inflorescence attracts good bugs and pollinators,
so scatter your seeds in the vegetable patch and
amongst other flowering plants to increase beneficial
insects throughout your entire garden. Zinnias are
a “cut-and-come-again” annual. They set new buds
as soon as the old flowers are cut or deadheaded
and then repeat this process reliably all summer. So

fill your vases, share bouquets with your neighbors,
and float some blooms in your birdbath—the more
you cut, the more will bloom. Keep in mind that
Zinderella seeds are open-pollinated (they breed true
and produce plants identical to their parents), so
collect and save some seeds for next year.
If you prefer a medley of vibrant blooms in pink,
purple, red, yellow, orange and white with the unique
pincushion inflorescence, try a scabiosa-flowered
mix. These sun-loving annuals grow to 30 inches tall
and thrive in nutrient-rich soil. The textured, twoto-three-inch, dome-shaped blooms resemble the
wildflower scabiosa, hence the name. Treat them to
bloom-boosting fertilizer during the growing season.
Seed sources include Park Seed, Johnny’s Selected
Seed, Swallowtail Seeds, Eden Brothers, and Select
Seeds.

ONLINE PLANT & SEED SOURCES:

Annie’s Annuals and Perennials
www.anniesannuals.com
Burpee
www.burpee.com
Eden Brothers
www.edenbrothers.com
Harris Seed
www.harrisseeds.com
Hazzard’s Plants & Seeds
www.hazzardsgreenhouse.com
Johnny’s Selected Seed
www.johnnyseeds.com

CACTUS-TYPE ZINNIAS

Some of the loveliest annuals are the cactus-type
zinnias (Z. elegans), which have been around for
decades. These zinnias have double or semi-double
flowers with petals that twist and curl. Spectacular,
four-to-five-inch, shaggy blooms include every color
of the rainbow except blue. Branching plants grow
three feet tall and two feet wide. Their long, strong
stems make them ideal for cutting.
Z. elegans ‘Redman Super Cactus’ produces fiery
orange-red, six-inch flowers with contrasting yellow
flares at the center of each flower. They bloom
constantly from June until frost in fertile soil with
ample water during dry periods. This new distinct
spidery-petaled zinnia is heat tolerant and mildew
resistant.
Other cactus-type zinnias are available in color
blends such as the giant cactus mixes that include
warm shades of yellow, orange, rose, red, pink,
salmon, and white. The long, needle-thin petals add

Park Seed
www.parkseed.com
Pinetree Garden Seeds
www.superseeds.com
Renee’s Garden
www.reneesgarden.com
Select Seeds
www.selectseeds.com
Swallowtail Garden Seeds
www.swallowtailgardenseeds.com
Thompson & Morgan
www.thompson-morgan.com
White Flower Farm
www.whiteflowerfarm.com
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LEFT: Pink Profusion
zinnias mingle with
Allium tuberosum and
Benary’s Giant Orange
zinnias. Photo by Colleen
O’Neill.
RIGHT: The shaggy
blooms of the heirloom
cactus-type zinnias
feature narrow, quilled
petals.
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texture and long-lasting color to any sunny spots in your
garden. Plants grow to 30 inches tall and 12 inches wide
with blooms stretching to five inches across. To prevent
mildew, water early in the day so foliage can dry off before
nightfall or with a soaker hose to minimize wetting the
foliage. Space plants generously to prevent overcrowding.
At Renee’s Garden, the custom heirloom mix ‘Raggedy
Anne’ includes radiant shades of canary and golden
yellow, orange, crimson, scarlet, coral, carmine rose, lilac
rose, pink, and white—a shade for every garden color
scheme. The giant flower faces have curved and twisted
narrow petals like quilled chrysanthemums. Plants can
be encouraged to branch if the long stems are cut well
back into the plant. Grow large and abundant flowers
by thinning the seedlings before they get crowded and
watering regularly during dry spells.
Plants are online at Annie’s Annuals and Perennials and
White Flower Farm. Purchase seeds at Renee’s Garden,
Pinetree Garden Seeds, and Park Seed.
CUT FLOWER ZINNIAS

New to the cut flower category are the unique
colorations of the Queen series. Though it is cultivated
in the same manner as other zinnias, it is specifically
grown in cut flower gardens. Reaching heights of over 4
feet tall at maturity, these stunning plants make a huge
visual impact in the landscape and attract multitudes of
pollinators as well. They continue to bloom throughout the
summer, even as the flowers are cut for use in vases.
The green ‘Queen Lime’ zinnia is popular and stunning
with beautiful, double blooms in shades of chartreuse.
‘Queen Red Lime’ offers the same double flowers but
transitions from lime green to shades of rose and pink
with soft chartreuse in between. ‘Queen Lime-Orange’
displays a cherry center surrounded by lime petals
transitionary to orange—simply stunning! The very
elegant ‘Queen Lime-Blush’ features splashes of a rosy tint
on lime green inflorescences. Flowers are about two to
three inches wide and look almost papery and somewhat
Victorian. Well-branched plants grow 32 to 40 inches tall
and 18 inches wide with sturdy stems. Queen Lime zinnias

thrive in summer heat. They bloom from mid to late
summer—even into the fall—after many other flowers are
exhausted. Be sure to harvest flowers early in the morning
when they are fully open, since they will not continue to
open once they are cut. To keep flowers fresh in a vase,
add a few drops of bleach to the water. Queen series
zinnias are lovely in massed plantings and make dramatic
additions to containers and garden beds. The ‘Queen Lime’
cultivars can easily be grown from seed if you cannot find
transplants at your local garden center or nursery. Refer to
the seed starting tips included with my article.
Zinnia ‘State Fair’ mix displays colossal five-inch flowers
with flat petals forming single and semi double blooms.
A wide range of colors include red, yellow, orange, purple,
pink, white and bicolors. Robust plants grow 3 feet tall,
exhibit good disease resistance and thrive in sunny, warm
conditions. Reenie Sandsted of Bakers’ Acres in Groton
sells ‘State Fair Giant’. According to her, “it grows tall,
makes a great cut flower, and is our best seller.”
‘State Fair’ mix is available at Green Acre Farm &
Nursery in Greece, Kate’s Country Cousins in Lancaster,
Palmiter’s Nursery in Avon, and Weeks’ Nursery and
Greenhouses in Clarence.
Bakers’ Acres in Groton sells both the ‘Queen’ series and
‘State Fair Giant’ in six packs.
Seeds are available at Hazzard’s Plants & Seeds and
Burpee.
BICOLOR AND MULTICOLOR ZINNIAS

The next category of easy-to-grow zinnias are the chic
bicolors and swanky multi-colors. Z. elegans ‘Zowie Yellow
Flame’ is a showstopper with three-inch, semidouble
flowers with iridescent magenta centers and petals dipped
in orange. The flowers darken as they age to a ruby-rose,
ending with a finale of yellow and red blooms. As the
flower matures, a circle of small golden stars surrounds
its center disk. An All-American Selections winner, this
bicolor grows 24 to 36 inches tall and stands up to heat
and tough conditions. Deadheading will keep these
annuals producing flowers, while minimal pinching is
necessary to keep the plants full.

Zinnia ‘Candy Cane’ mix, an heirloom with
double blooms, is bold and vibrantly striped or
flecked. Eye-catching, four-inch inch flowers
combine bright pink, rose and cherry stripes on
white, and sometimes gold, blossoms sprinkled with
orange-magenta splotches. Flowers grow 18 inches
tall and bloom from midsummer to frost, attracting
butterflies and hummingbirds galore.
The beautiful ‘Peppermint Stick’ zinnias include
double flowers striped and splotched in shades of
cream, yellow, carmine, rosy-purple, orange and
scarlet. No two flowers look exactly alike, and they
are perfect for arrangements. Heavy bloomers, the
24 to 28 inches tall plants are easy to grow in full
sun and are resistant to deer and rabbits.
The bicolor, scarlet-red ‘Mazurkia’ zinnias
flaunt petal tips frosted with pearly white. Sturdy,
branching plants grow 24 to 30 inches tall and
are perfect for containers or sunny borders. Mix
‘Mazurkia’ with annuals like Verbena bonariensis and
Cosmos bipinnatus ‘Purity’. Try Salvia guaranitica
‘Black and Blue’ and Nigella damascena ‘Miss Jekyll
White’ for lively combinations. The typical vase life
for zinnias is seven days, which can be extended
further with the use of flower preservatives.
The ‘Whirligig’ mix reminds me of a gallardia or
gazania. The cheerful, single to semi-double daisy
shaped blooms open in every color and pattern,
with lively, multicolor combinations and contrasting
petal tips. Reminiscent of pinwheels, the three-tofour-inch flowers grow on 24-inch sturdy stems,
perfect for summer bouquets. Prevent mildew by
watering early in the day so foliage can dry off and
space generously to prevent overcrowding.
Bakers’ Acres in Groton sells ‘Peppermint
Stick’. Seeds sources include Harris Seed, Johnny’s
Selected Seeds, Burpee, and Thompson & Morgan.

SEED STARTING TIPS

If you start your zinnia seeds outdoors, choose a spot in full sun, add compost or fertilizer
to the soil, and sow seeds at a depth of one-quarter inch. Zinnia seeds germinate well if both
air and soil temperatures are more than 70 degrees. Keep soil surface moist until plants
emerge. Zinnia seedlings grow in about seven to ten days after sowing. When the seedlings
are three inches tall, they need to be thinned out from six to 18 inches apart depending on
the variety. This is done to maximize air circulation.
If you start your zinnia seeds indoors, sow seeds five to seven weeks before your last frost
date at a depth of a quarter inch in a good seed starting medium in cell packs or flats. Press
seeds into the soil and lightly cover. Maintain a temperature of 70-75 degrees F and keep
the soil moist. Plants need to be “hardened off” before planting in your garden. This process
toughens the plant’s cell structure and reduces transplant shock and scalding from the sun.
Acclimatize young plants to outdoor conditions by moving them to a sheltered place outside
for a week, protecting them from wind, direct sun and cold temperatures. Once hardened off,
choose a location in full sun, add compost or fertilizer to the soil, and space the transplants
nine to 12 inches apart, depending on the variety. For strong growth, prolific blooms, and
minimal disease and pest damage, water as needed, adding mulch to prevent weeds and
retain moisture within the soil.

DWARF ZINNIAS

The cutie pies of the zinnia world are the dwarf
zinnias—growing from 6 to 14 inches tall and commonly
planted in flower borders. Cherished for their small size,
these petite plants grow well when interplanted with other
annuals, perennials, and shrubs. Although the plants
remain small throughout the growing season, the potential
bloom size will vary depending upon the zinnia variety.
Zinnia elegans ‘Thumbelina’ mix includes single and
semi-double one-and-a-quarter-inch blooms on six-inch
plants. The compact, dome-shaped annuals start to bloom
at just three inches tall in shades of orange, pink, white,
and yellow.
Considered the best dwarf zinnia ever grown, the
‘Magellan’ series is truly an outstanding garden performer,
especially as a bedding plant. The vibrant, double, fourto-five-inch flowers are arranged with layer after layer
of petals crowned with a frilly yellow center. The sturdy,
14-inch plants are smothered with blooms over a long
summer season. The mix contains seven bold colors
including cherry, pink, orange, ivory, yellow, scarlet,
and coral. Seeds for each of the colors can be purchased
separately as well. Deadhead the old flowers to keep new

buds developing for even more superb color!
The ‘Dreamland’ series has been around for several
years enticing gardeners with its early, four-inch, longlasting blooms on compact, robust 10 to 12-inch plants.
The dahlia-form flowers, with waxy petals, are rugged and
weather-tolerant during summer storms. They quickly
form a solid carpet of color in large beds and borders.
Eight harmonious hues include apricot, coral, pink, rose,
yellow, ivory, red, and scarlet! Marla Palmiter at Palmiter’s
Nursery in Avon offers the ‘Dreamland’ series and grows
both a mix and the coral. According to Palmiter, “The
‘Dreamland’ coral is gorgeous and very popular.” When
cut, the flowers are stunning and stay fresh for well over a
week in a vase. If growing ‘Dreamland’ from seed, sow in
succession for a longer flowering period.
Tom Pfentner, owner of Weeks’ Nursery and
Greenhouses in Clarence, has been growing zinnias for
more than 50 years. “We started with the ‘Dreamland’
varieties then added the ‘Profusion’ and ‘Zahara’s. We also
grow the tall ‘State Fair’ mix,” he says. “Zinnias are prolific
bloomers and continue flowering well into the fall.”
‘Dreamland’ plants are available at Palmiter’s and
Weeks’ Nursery and Greenhouses in Clarence. Kate’s
Country Cousins in Lancaster sells the ‘Magellan’ series in
four-and-a-half inch pots. Green Acre Farm & Nursery in
Greece grows the ‘Dreamland’ and ‘Thumbelina’ mixes in

LEFT: The stunning bicolor bloom of Zahara
‘Starlight Rose’.
RIGHT: Zinnia ‘Zowie Yellow Flame’ is vibrant with
magenta, orange and
yellow petals.
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heat.
The Z. elegans ‘Giant Dahlia Flowered’ mix offers a
vibrant combination of yellows, roses, scarlet, green,
orange, pink, red, purple, and coral flowers on strong,
30-to-40-inch stems. Similar in color and habit to Benary’s
giants, the flower structure of the ‘Giant Dahlia’ mix
includes single, double and semi-double, 4-to-6-inch
blooms. Collect and save the seed for next year, since both
varieties are open-pollinated.
Seeds are available at Harris Seed, Swallowtail Seeds,
Johnny’s Selected Seeds, and Hazzard’s Plants & Seeds.

six packs and ‘Magellan’ mix in eight-inch containers. Seed
sources include Burpee and Park Seed.

LEFT: Sun tolerant
Coleus ‘Wasabi’ and
orange Profusion zinnias
spillover their container.
Photo by Colleen O’Neill
Nice.

DAHLIA-FLOWERED ZINNIAS

Benary’s ‘Giant Dahlia’ series (Z. elegans) is considered
a premium zinnia recommended by the Association of
Specialty Cut Flower Growers. Densely petaled blooms
create a beehive shape with added dimension, growing up
to six inches across. They are long-lasting in bouquets.
Colors include deep red, orange, carmine rose, coral, lime,
wine, purple, bright pink, white, salmon rose, scarlet, and
golden yellow. Seeds can be purchased by color or in a mix.
Benary’s giants are vigorous, reaching heights of 40 to 50
inches and holding up remarkably well in summer rain and

GARDENFEST

Zinnias are the hardest working flower that you can
employ in your summer garden! They are fast growers.
Plan to direct-sow zinnia seeds in the spring, then sow
a second batch in mid-summer. Fill your containers
with zinnias using quick and easy six packs. All zinnia
varieties—old or new—can brighten up your garden when
it may be looking a little tired by summer’s end. Zinnias
make colorful companions for ornamental grasses, roses,
sunflowers, black-eyed Susans and hydrangeas. Scatter
zinnia seeds in your perennial garden to add color and fill
in spaces as you wait for plants to mature. When native
plant sources are running low on pollen and nectar, attract
hummingbirds, bees and butterflies with large-flowered
varieties. Plant bright and beautiful zinnias in a butterfly
garden near your porch or patio so you can enjoy them
as well. The only challenging aspect of growing zinnias is
deciding which varieties to plant.
Colleen O’Neill Nice is an avid gardener in Clarence.
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Bee Power

Master Gardener
June/July Events
Plant Sale - Saturday, June 26

Saturday, June 19
Sunday, June 20
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Located on Historic Center Street
Free to Attend

Vendors

Open Gardens

Container Garden Contest
Presented by the Lewiston Garden Club
www.LewistonGardenFest.com

Includes a variety of annuals, herbs, perennials,
trees, shrubs, and houseplants
CCE-Monroe Office - 2449 St. Paul Blvd.
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Summer Sale - Sunday, July 11

Gently used gardening, lawn care, and
outdoor-related items!
CCE-Monroe Office - 2449 St. Paul Blvd.
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

www.monroe.cce.cornell.edu

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator
recognized for valuating AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and
Individuals with Disabilities.

Bee in
the Garden

MAXSEA
Solu b le Seaweed P lan t Food s

GOOD FOR YOUR PLANTS
AND KIND TO THE EARTH

• GIFT SHOP •

Dress up the patio
with a new grill
this spring!
Ready for that
first picnic?
We sell and fill
propane tanks.

MAXSEA

MAXSEA

16-16-16

3-20-20

MAXSEA
14-18-14

ALL PURPOSE

BLOOM

ACID

PLANT FOOD

PLANT FOOD

PLANT FOOD

Genesis II E 335
Models now on Display

Visit the

Grillmasters
at

MILEAGE MASTER CENTER

2488 Browncroft Blvd.
586-1870

MAXSEA combines the best of nature
and technology. We blend the finest
natural seaweed with important
secondaries, micronutrients and the
purest plant foods available.

MAXSEA's natural brown granules
turn dark seaweed green and have
the fresh, clean aroma of the sea... a
pleasure to use and completely safe
for the environment.

The resulting complexes are remarkably effective, easy-to-use concentrates that dissolve instantly and
completely in water... for fast acting,
immediate results. In solution,

Professional growers and home
gardeners alike tell us our MAXSEA
plant foods are the finest available
anywhere. We're very proud of that.

We have a great selection of wood chips & charcoal year ‘round

HOURS: Mon/Wed/Fri: 12–4; Tue/Thu: 9–5; Sat: 9–4

Find a retail dealer location near you by visiting: www.maxsea-plant-food.com
Interested in becoming a dealer? Contact your Sales Rep:
Tom Suffoletto / Toms Greenworks 716-225-6891 / tom@tomsgreenworks.com

LET’S GET GROWING!!!
Stop in TODAY for the best selection of
Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs.
* Complete Landscape Design & Installation
* 6 Acres of Quality Nursery Stock
* Our Knowledgeable Staff Eagerly Awaits All Your
Gardening Questions!
SHOP “WHERE THE GRASS IS GREENER!”
Call Us Today!
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NURSERY
F
3170 Ridge Rd. Rt. 104
Ransomville, N.Y. 14131

FAERYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Like us on Facebook

(716) 791-4680

Almanac

What to do in the garden
in May & June
May and June Garden tasks make way for summer
beauty and delicious edibles in the garden.
MULCHING TREES & SHRUBS

INSET: For the most
floriferous peonies—
and plenty for cutting—
make sure not to plant
the fleshy roots too
deep

According to the International Society of Arboriculture,
mulching, when done correctly, is one of the most
beneficial practices a homeowner can do for the health of
trees. However, there is a right and a wrong way to mulch.
Go organic. Organic mulches such as wood chips,
shredded leaves, pine needles, hardwood and softwood
bark, or compost are the best choices.
These materials decompose over time,
improving soil quality.
Mulch out, not up. Mulch no
deeper than two to four inches. Mulch
less if the soil is poorly drained or if
you are using a finely textured mulch.
Avoid “mulch volcanoes,” which occur
when mulch is extended up the trunk,
giving the appearance of a volcano
cone. Deep mulching like this may
suppress the weeds, but it is extremely
harmful to the plant.
Back away from the trunk. Keep
all mulch away from the trunk of the
tree, allowing the root flare to show
just above ground level.
Mulch to the drip line if possible. Mulch out as far
as possible, preferably to the outermost edge of the tree’s
canopy of newly planted trees. It’s especially important to
keep grass (and mowers) away from the trunks of young
trees.
Your goal with mulch is to always keep the trunk dry
and the roots moist. You will protect your landscape
investment, and the trees will love you for it!
WEED CONTROL

Weed control is a challenge for all home gardeners.
Knowing what kinds of weeds, you have in your garden
is helpful for their management. Annuals, like crabgrass,
and perennials, like dandelions, do not spread. The
whole weed, including roots, can be physically removed.
Spreading perennials are the hardest garden weeds to
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control. They spread by creeping stems or underground
roots. Bishop’s weed and quack grass, for example, are
notoriously hard to get rid of and can be invasive.
The best weed control practice is to stay ahead of the
growth. Weed early in the season when weeds just begin
to show and before they flower. Physically remove the
whole weed, roots included. It is easiest to weed when
the soil is moist. For spreading perennials, remove as
much of the plant as possible. Attempts to completely
remove their root system is a big challenge. A chemical
approach for spreading perennials
may be considered. If a gardener
chooses to use an herbicide, it is
important to follow directions on
the label. Herbicides do not know
the difference between a weed or
prized plant! Actively growing
perennial weeds are easier to kill.
Please remember to use herbicides
judiciously and follow the product
label.
Staying ahead of your weeds,
early physical removal of weeds,
and mulching are good weed control
practices. If you prevent weeds from
going to seed, you will need to weed
less often. Then you can spend your
time enjoying your beautiful, weed-free gardens.
PERENNIALS

Spring is the best time to consider adding perennials
to your garden. Spring’s cooler temperatures, dependable
rainfall, and gentle sunlight ensure perennials get a great
start. You can purchase perennials as potted plants and/or
as bare roots from local garden centers and online sources.
Planting for each is slightly different and is highlighted
below.
Bare-root forms. Bare root plants are dormant—
essentially roots with some top growth. They don’t look
like much but are a great option if you are on a budget,
since they are less expensive to buy and/or have shipped.
They are normally packaged in sawdust or wood shavings,
so the roots stay moist. When you receive them, make sure
to place the roots in a pail of water for one to two hours to

Farm Market

and garden center

hydrate them. After being hydrated they are ready for planting in a
garden. Dig a hole wider than the root mass. Make a mound of soil
in the center of the bottom of the hole to support the roots; spread
the roots around that mound so the crown is at the same level as
the top of the soil. Backfill with soil and water well.
Potted forms. Potted perennials can be found in different
size containers. Smaller sizes will be less expensive. To plant in a
garden bed, first dig a hole the same depth as the container, but at
least twice as wide as it is deep. Next, loosen the soil in the hole to
make it easier for the roots to spread. Grab the plant by the crown,
not by the foliage tips, and gently take it out of the container.
Loosen the roots with your fingers. The plant should be at the
same level as the surface of the soil. Backfill and water well.
There are a few exceptions to placing the plant crown at soil
level. Peonies should be planted just an inch or two below the
surface, hostas can go a few inches below the surface, and bearded
iris rhizomes should sit on the soil’s surface.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
We are a Proven Winners Grower!
UNIQUE ANNUALS & PERENNIALS •
SUCCULENTS • AIR PLANTS • HOUSEPLANTS
• GARDEN DECOR • SMALL & LARGE
POTTERY • FOUNTAINS
Ask us about Custom Potting!
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—Polly Angerosa, Rosanne Loparco, and Holly Wise,
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County
Master Gardener volunteers.

F

VEGETABLES

May is a good time to prepare your garden soil for planting.
It’s good practice to test your soil pH every three years. Soil pH
test measures the acidity or alkalinity of the soil. Most vegetables
grow best in soils with a pH range of 6.2 -6.8. Check with your
local Cooperative Extension about getting a soil pH test. Dairy
One Cooperative, in Ithaca, offers nutrient analysis soil testing for
garden and lawn, including pH, for a fee. Visit dairyone.com/ or
call your local Extension for guidance.
Before you start planting, feed your soil by adding compost to
the garden bed. This will add to the soil nutrients, soil structure
and help to retain soil moisture. Make sure you rotate your crops
year to year to help reduce disease and insect issues.
Do your homework before you set out to plant seeds and
transplants. Consider the last frost date in spring. Make sure to
follow directions on the plant labels. Cool-seasoned crops can be
sown from several weeks to a couple of months before the last
frost date. Vegetable planting guides can aid a gardener in the
proper timing to plant cool and warm season vegetables. Check out
Cornell’s Garden Based Learning website: https://gardening.cals.
cornell.edu/

10820 Transit Road
East Amherst
(716) 636-7824
baddingbrosfarm.com

A Spectacular Display of
Annuals, Perennials
Hanging Baskets
Herbs & Vegetable Plants
Gardening Supplies & More!
2722 Clinton Street
West Seneca, NY 14224
(716) 822-9298

Growing the Highest Quality Plants Since 1922.

H.A.Treichler
& Sons
“We Grow Our Own”

A Family Tradition Since 1854
10” Hanging Baskets—Thousands to choose from
Annuals & Perennials—Gallons and 4½” Pots
Geraniums
Over 25 Varieties of Proven Winners
Vegetable Plants for Home Gardeners
Seeds • Certified Seed Potatoes

Gift Certiﬁcates Available
Don’t forget our
Senior Discount
every Wednesday!
Military Discounts Daily
Open through October 31, 2021
Daily 9am–5pm

Hours change with the weather—please call first.

2687 Saunders Settlement Rd. (Rte. 31), Sanborn

716/731-9390
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Kirby’s Farm Market,
a farming family since 1878.

Large Selection of
Pre-planted Container Gardens

Many More
MEMORIAL ITEMS
for Loved Ones
200 Varieties of
HYDRANGEAS
coming into BLOOM!
Any 3 or more Hydrangeas
and/or Roses – 25% OFF

Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 8-7
Sat. & Sun: 8-6
124 Pittsford-Palmyra Road,
Macedon, NY 14502
(585) 223-1222
www.waysidegardencenter.com
Photo courtesy of Trish Gannon

Like us

Follow us

9739 Ridge Rd W, Brockport, NY 14420
(585) 637-2600 • info @ kirbysfm.com

*We grow all of our annuals & perennials—including Proven Winners*
Hanging baskets, herbs & vegetable plants
CSA (Weekly produce shares) • Homegrown fruits & vegetables
Antique room • Gift shop • Baked goods
Local honey, maple syrup, jams • Pick your own apples
Our market and greenhouse are open or
order online, curbside & drive-thru pick-up

GARDEN LOVERS: SUMMER JUST STARTED
Visit Harrington’s Greenhouses
Check out harringtonsgreenhousesny.com and Faceboook for current events.

We have a huge
selection of sun & shade
annuals and perennials,
shrubs and fairy gardens.

HARRINGTON’S

Greenhouses

4653 North Byron Rd.
Elba, NY 14058
585/757-2450

Find us on

CLASSIFIEDS
PURE, NATURAL, LOCAL HONEY. Award-winning small scale apiary
by Lake Ontario. SeawayTrailHoney.com 585-820-6619
PAPERBARK MAPLE. World’s most beautiful maple. Due to health,
must sell 10 year trees up to 8 feet. Fifteen varieties deer-proof
ferns. Hardy mimosa, river birch, red buckeye and dawn-redwood
trees, more. Wholesale prices. Call Howard Ecker 585-671-2397 for
appointment. Grower since 1955.
DAYLILIES. Daylilies are outstanding, carefree perennials. We grow
and sell over 225 top-rated award-winning varieties in many colors
and sizes in our Rochester garden. We are also an official national
daylily society display garden. We welcome visitors to see the flowers
in bloom from June to September. Call 585/461-3317.
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Garden & watercolor
workshops available.

O R I G I N A L S

See website for details.

A Vintage, Garden and Herb Shop

GARDEN DÉCOR
VINTAGE
COLLECTIBLES
HERBS & PERENNIALS
CLASSES

Thur.–Sat. 10–5
Other days by chance
or appointment.

specializing in

flowering hanging baskets, patio
containers, accent plants, annuals,
perennials, and vegetables
bulk mulch — screened topsoil
delivered or picked up

www.bengertgreenhouses.com

230 French Road
West Seneca, NY 14224
716/823-6114

(716) 937-7837

13245 Clinton St., Alden, NY 14004 chickencooporiginals.com
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HARRINGTON’S

Produce

EAT

FRE

SH

5282 Clinton St., Rd., Batavia, NY • 585/343-0805
Open 7 days–10 am—6 pm

Market Cafe open daily

Always the freshest produce

AUTUMN FESTIVAL:

Event updates on HarringtonsProduce.com & Facebook

Corn, beans, Swiss chard, beets, melons, apples, & more.
Mums, pumpkins, corn stalks, & fall décor.
Poinsettias at Christmas time.

1147 Main St. Mumford, NY 14511 • zantopia.com
Find us at Facebook and Instagram

Bring in this ad and receive 10% off your total.

and see all the color and forms of
our daylilies—3700 cultivars
--4540 East Shelby Road
Medina, New York 14103
RETAIL & AHS DISPLAY GARDEN
Open July 5th – August 2nd
Closed Mon., Open Tues.–Sun. 10am–5pm
Or by appointment
email: cglilies@rochester.rr.com
Phone 585-798-5441
Web: http://www.daylily.net/gardens/cottagegardens
We welcome garden tours • Gift Certificates available

Pudgie’s
Lawn & Garden Center

Amanda’s
Garden
8030 Story Rd.
Dansville, N.Y. 14437

Keep the Local, Family-Owned
Businesses Alive & Growing!

Come tour our diverse display beds
of native perennials that will bring
beauty to your garden

Shop at Pudgie’s

BRING IN THIS AD FOR

15% off your purchase
Expires June 30, 2021
Some restrictions apply.
Not valid on departments 16-30.

3646 West Main St., Batavia, NY 14020
Store: 585/343-8352 Office: 585/948-8100
www.pudgieslawnandgarden.com

Open daily• please call ahead

•585-750-6288•

amandasnativeplants.com

Seneca

Greenhouse
Bring on Spring with our beautiful
selection of annuals, perennials,
hanging baskets and garden decor.

2250 Transit Rd., near Seneca St.
West Seneca, NY 14224
716/677-0681

Wholesale  retail

e

opeN:
8 am - 8 pm Mon-Sat • 8 am - 6 pm Sunday
5955 Shimerville Rd., Clarence Center, NY 14032
716-741-2616
www.weeksgreenhouse.com
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GeraNiums
GeraNium trees
proveN WiNNers
tropical plaNts
baGGed mulch
pottiNG soil

th

annuals
perennials
vegetables
herbs
haNGiNG baskets
patio plaNters

Gr


We’ve Got it all for your GardeN!

od Ear

Go

Weeks’

Nursery & GreeNhouses

“adventures
in gardening”

877 LaRue Road
Clifton Springs

Open April 24 thru June 12
Monday-Saturday 10-6; Sunday 9-3

ROSS 2021

We grow fine
perennials!

Come visit us at

COTTAGE GARDENS

COSMIC RIPPLE

Seeds to roots
to strong shoots!

Imagine walking through
fields of daylilies in bloom.

Coldwater
Pond
nursery

The King of Ponds
480 Dodge Rd.
At exit 3 I-990
Getzville, NY 14068
716.688.9125
arbordale.com

Dwarf
Conifers

Flowering
Shrubs

Unique
Trees

WHOLESALE & RETAIL
Safe Shopping by Appointment
Stock availability listing on our website
315-331-8068 • info@coldwaterpond.com
coldwaterpond.com
600 S. Marbletown Rd, Phelps, NY 14532

Roberts

QB Daylily Gardens

Farm Market

AHS DAYLILY DISPLAY GARDEN
Open for regular hours

June 26 - August 8
Tuesday thru Sunday, 10am to 5pm

or any other time by appointment
Group tours are welcome
Gift certificates available on site or by phone
557 Sand Hill Rd Caledonia • 860.378.4742
QBDAYLILYGARDENS.COM

Annuals • Perennials • Hanging Baskets
Herbs • Vegetable Plants • Mulch • Stones

11170 Maple Ridge Rd., Medina NY 14103
585-798-4247 • RobertsFarmMarket.com

Open Mon–Sat 9–6, Sun 10–4

SALE—Buy one, get one free on select varieties
Clip this add for a $5 discount.

J&A FARM MARKET
& GREENHOUSES

Rt. 15 S. (390 Exit 9) Avon, NY 14414
585-346-2190
3

3

Largest greenhouse operation in Livingston County

3

Perennials, annuals, trees, shrubs, veggie plants

3

Seeds, soil, mulch, garden décor, pottery

3

Fresh produce starts mid-June

Eagle Bay Gardens

See: 8 acres of gardens
Over 2000 hosta varieties
Rare trees & shrubs • Unusual perennials
Restroom & picnic tables
*Hundreds of hosta and
other plants for sale

Rt. 20, Sheridan, NY
Open most days 11AM–6 PM
Sundays 2 PM–6 PM
716 792-7581 or 969-1688
E-Mail: rblydell@gmail.com Web: www.eaglebaygardens.net/index.html

Northwest Buffalo Tour of Gardens

Caladiums

Black Rock – Riverside – Grant Amherst – West Hertel – North Buffalo

July 16–17, 2021*

Cana Lillies Elephant Ears

July 16 & 17:

Starry Night Self Guided Tours

For Sale - Wholesale - Retail

July 17:

Self Guided Tours, Garden Market

Greenhouse Grown in WNY
Find us at the Rochester Public Market!

Joe Simms
447 Clinton Street
Cowlesville, NY 14037

Visit

716-983-3551

*Due to potential changes in social
distancing policies, please check the
website for event updates
For more information visit

www.BRRAlliance.org

Cathy's Crafty Corner

13/4"

1"

Burlap
garden flag

1"

1"

Figure 1

by Cathy Monrad
MATERIALS
Burlap
Embroidery thread in desired
color
Paint in desired color
Stencil of desired pattern
Garden flag pole for 12-inch flag
TOOLS
Ruler
Scissors
Marker (same color as thread)
Pins
Darning needle
2 pieces of cardboard
Painters tape
Foam stencil brush
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INSTRUCTIONS

1. Wash and dry burlap
completely.
2. Cut a piece of burlap 12 inches
wide by 34 inches long.
3. Fold burlap piece in half
lengthwise, and pin along edges.
4. Use marker to create a dotted
line 13/4 inches from fold, and 1 inch
from the sides and bottom to create
a rectangle as shown in Figure 1.
5. Thread needle with
embroidery thread. Starting at
the top left corner of marked
rectangle, leave a 2-inch tail of
thread on back of flag. Use a
running stitch to sew along the
dotted line all the way around.

6. Turn flag over, knot the
thread ends, and cut tails. Place a
small bit of fabric glue on knot and
let dry.
7. To create the optional fringe
look, pull 4–6 burlap threads from
each side.
8. Place a bead of fabric glue
along burlap edge to stop fraying.
Let dry completely. Turn flag over
and repeat.
9. Lay burlap flag right-side up
on piece of cardboard and remove
pins. Place stencil on flag in desired
location and tape the edges down.
9. Pour a bit of paint onto the
second piece of cardboard. Dip foam
brush into paint, then dab brush

onto cardboard to remove excess
paint. Stipple the brush gently on
the stencil until brush is no longer
offloading paint.
10. Reload brush as directed
above and repeat stipple technique
until desired look is achieved.
11. Let flag dry completely.
Remove tape from stencil.
12. Hang in your garden and
enjoy!

Cathy Monrad is the graphic
designer and garden crafter for
Upstate Gardeners' Journal.

Join the Upstate Gardeners’ Journal on our annual Buffalo

Odyssey to Ithaca Day Trip
Please note: we are currently working to reschedule this annual favorite;
we will announce the details as soon as they are confirmed.

Rescheduled: September 11, 2021
Highlights of our itinerary on this day-long luxury motorcoach tour include:
Cornell Botanic Gardens, truly one of the most inspiring gardens in New York State
Shopping at Bakers’ Acres—they have an incredible, vast array of perennials
Cayuga Landscape, a large garden center with a wide selection of plants and garden art...
and a special surprise from Crafty Cathy!
Buffalo, Batavia, and Victor pick-up locations, departure and return times to be determined

ONLY $85/person. Sign up today!
To register, go to UpstateGardenersJournal.com or complete and return the form below.
Call 716/432-8688 or 585/591-2860 for more information or to pay by credit card.
Name(s) in party:_______________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________ Email: _______________________________________
# of tickets ____ x $85 = _________ (Enclose check made payable to Upstate Gardeners’ Journal)
Please mail check and form to:
Upstate Gardeners’ Journal, 1501 East Avenue, Ste 201, Rochester, NY 14610
Note: We cannot accept money orders. We apologize for any inconvenience.

Your favorite gardening magazine is online.
Check us out at UpstateGardenersJournal.com.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

CONNECT
WITH

Great gardening writers
sharing their knowledge and insider tips

Local influencers &
Community leaders
driving our region forward

Your neighbors in the
community

12 ISSUES
for only

12

$

UGJ2021

opening their homes & gardens for a closer look

Call 716-972-2230 or visit BuffaloSpree.com

MAMA MIA.

Oso Easy Italian Ice® Rose: SEMI-DOUBLED FLOWERS,
LONG BLOOMING, SELF-CLEANING AND DISEASE RESISTANT

2021

Before they reach your garden, our flowering shrubs undergo years of trials
and testing for color, quantity of blooms, reliability, foliage and ability to
thrive with ease. Only a few prove they’re worthy of the #1 plant brand.

provenwinners-shrubs.com

